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I fancy myself a historian and I like to
keep up on the latest news of things in the
past. I found an article not too long ago
about the history of peace. The authors of
the article had started out to write about
the history of war but found out that to
write a complete history of armed conflict
would be an endless task. Peace, it turned
out, was a simpler subject. The authors
Fr. Chad Slater
looked over recorded history and estimated that since 3600 B.C., which was the
oldest written records we have, the world has known only
292 years of recorded peace! Specifically, that is the total of
the days, mostly nonconsecutive, when there exist no records
of armed conflict anywhere in the world.
During this period there have been 14,351 wars, large
and small, in which 3.64 billion people have been killed. In
the last 3 centuries there have been 286 wars on the continent
of Europe alone. The value of the property destroyed would
pay for a golden belt around the world 97.2 miles wide and
33 feet thick. Since 650 B.C. there have also been 1656 arms
races, only 16 of which have not ended in war. The remainder
ended in the economic collapse of the countries involved.
Since the article was written a couple of years ago, you can
be sure those figures have gone up.
Of those 292 years of peace, no one reading this has been
alive to experience one.
Now, to me, those are disturbing statistics. We want
peace, we pray for peace, but it seems like peace never
comes. And it’s not just peace that’s the absence of armed
conflict. We all want and need peace in our lives, in our
minds, and ultimately in our souls. Peace, no matter in what
form, it seems can be hard to find.
In our readings for Sundays during Easter we have a series of episodes with Jesus showing up and saying, “"Peace
be with you."
“Peace be with you.” The word he would have used is
“shalom.” It’s a common Hebrew word meaning peace, completeness, prosperity, and welfare and can be used idiomatically to mean both hello and goodbye. Think of it as the
“Aloha” of Israel!
This idea of shalom is an important idea in the Christian
sacred scriptures and liturgy. Shalom, in the liturgy and in the
transcendent message of the Christian scriptures, means more
than a state of mind, of being or of affairs. It is, as I said, a
term that implies wholeness, care, and abundance.
To the disciples present in that place where Jesus appears, he says, “shalom.” These are people that desperately
needed to hear that. In the preceding days they had seen their
friend tortured, shamed, brutally murdered, and were left to
assume the same was about to happen to them. Then, all of a
sudden, the very man they’d seen murdered appears to them-happy, friendly, and, as a man after my own heart, hungry in
a couple of the stories. When he appears he wishes them the
peace that passes all understanding. They couldn’t hardly
believe it.
You can’t really blame the disciples for not believing it.
Any of us would have a hard time too. As much as we may
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have a hard time believing Jesus rose from the dead, it can be
even harder to believe that Jesus can bring us peace. The
disciples certainly didn’t find peace. All but one of them
were either murdered or executed. They were poor they were
persecuted. While it’s hard to imagine that such a life was
peaceful in the body, the peace that these men had was in
their souls.
You see, peace consists not in the absence of danger but
in the presence of God. The peace that passes all understanding isn’t about material things, life, or property. It’s about a
feeling you get when you know god loves you. You can’t
beat that. That’s the shalom Jesus calls to his friends.
What Jesus says to the Disciples I often like to think of
him saying to me. Frankly, I really need to hear from Jesus
that he wishes peace, and happiness, and prosperity to me. I
think this world we live in is trying to get that shalom, but
just doesn’t know how to find it. People turn to fame, fortune, sex, and a whole host of other worldly things to find
that peace, but it comes only from God. Only from knowing
that your creator loves you, your redeemer loves you--that
peace comes only from God and it isn’t meant to provide
food in your belly or money in your pocket. It’s meant to let
you live in a way the world can’t provide and to provide a
happiness only the resurrection can bring.
My brothers and sisters, I pray you feel that shalom today. I pray I feel that shalom. But most of all, let’s take that
message of peace and bring it to the whole world.
Shalom.
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April 19 Food Pantry report
Grocery shoppers: Patty Richardson,
Food baggers: +15 Members of Christ Church
Food bags given out: 61
Refreshments: Linda Thomas, Carol and John Georgis
Special gifts for the month: None
Given by: None
Food Pantry workers: Betty Nash, Charlie Blevins, Linda
Thomas, Carol and John Georgis, Peter Taylor
❑ Kerosene vouchers given out: None

Tuesday
1 St. Philip
and St. James
Apostles

Sunday
(Rogation Sunday)
9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

13 Easter 7

Sunday after Ascension
9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 15

O

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for our members, and
relatives and friends of our members: For
Healing and God's Presence for our members, and relatives and friends of our members: Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Bonnie
Taylor, Joe Sanders, Marlene, Lee Puckett,
Sr, Phyllis & Nelson Walker, Linda, Valerie
Mahood, Sierra, Alex B. Toni R., Linda
Sydeski, Ragen, Jared Cregger, Kerrigan Farmer, Lindsey
Parsley, Mike, Daisy Bowman, Ellie, Spencer, Sue Godwin,
Gary Slater, Kennedy Quillen, Mabeline Robinson
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend
our prayers for the families of Stanton Boggess and those
unknown to us who have died. We pray that God will grant
his peace to all who mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List, please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, or telephone at
(304) 327-6861. Please note that the prayer list in the Sunday
Bulletin is purged at the end of every month. If you want
names to continue, please contact the church office.

Directory postponed until June

I

f you have not yet turned in your directory questionnaire, please do so ASAP so we can finalize the
directory for publication. Leave it at the church office
Tuesday through Thursday from 9-2 or at the church on
Sunday. If you need a copy of the questionnaire, please
pick one up from the office or let me
know and I can Email one to you.
If your information in the directory is incorrect, it will be unfortunate.
I cannot guess at your information.
Do you like the pictures that we
have on file? If so, that’s great!
However, if you do not like your portrait(s), please contact me with a photo you like or ask me to take a new
one.
Thanks, Don Williams

20

The Day of
Pentecost

9:00 Last Service at St. Mary’s
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

27 Pentecost 1
Trinity Sunday
9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
2
4
3

Monday
7

6 Easter 6

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland Chapter, will meet Tuesday, May 15
at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library.
We are studying “What happens when women
pray” by Evelyn Christenson. Please review chapter 7 for the
May meeting. We had six members present in April.
Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 if you
have questions or comments. All women from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches are eligible for membership.

9

8

Office open by
appointment

14

21

16

9-11 am
Food Pantry

24

23

June Rainbow
deadline

May 13
May 20
May 27

18

30

29

Office open by
appointment

31 The

Visitation of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Followed by coffee hour

If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex
Please sign up early to get the date you want!
Contact Mary Catherine Williams for information: 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com

5
7
7
7

Lynn McCue Burney
Ramona Parks
Patty Richardson
Pat Wimmer

8
9
9
16
17

Chris Justice
Parker Anderson
Joyce Morgan
Jay Kephart
Brayden Wimmer

19
22
23
24

5

9:00
Church
Work Day
6:00
Derby Party
with the
Slaters

Office
Closed

Church
Work Day

19

26
Office
Closed

4:30
Dinner
At the
Union Mission

Office open by
appointment

Saturday

12 9:00

25

10:00 Holy Eucharist
with Baptisms

May altar flowers
Terry Whittington in loving memory
of his parents Terry E and Thelma
Kelly Whittington
Dr. and Mrs. James Paine in memory
of loved ones
Becky and John Beckett in memory of loved ones
Mary Catherine and Don Williams in memory of loved
ones

11
Office
Closed

17

10:30
DoK Meeting
in Hobson Library

22

28

10

7:00 p.m.
Vestry meeting
in Hobson Library

15

Office open by
appointment

6:00 p.m.
ECM Dinner in
Rowley Hall
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Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

News from DoK
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Barbara Sudduth
Patricia Taylor
Gina Huffard Paine
Lori Hypes
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Kersey details volunteers needed for Food Pantry
Don Kersey, Outreach chairman

Kudos to Patty Richardson for managing the ordering
and receiving process for our food pantry over the last
many months. In the future I would like for us to share
the load and have other volunteers sign up for a month of
duty at a time. Patty has provided me with a very detailed
plan on how to order and receive our food each month. If
you are willing to help out in this worthy effort please
email me at donkersey1955@gmail.com stating the month
you would be willing to serve and I will set up a schedule. Thanks in advance for your support.
Thanks to each of you for the efforts you have made
towards our church outreach programs. We continue to
have great demand for our services and without your collective efforts many of our neighbors’ lives would be adversely affected. If you have any ideas on how we can
improve let me know and I will bring it to the vestry’s
attention.
Our outreach efforts continue to go smoothly thanks
to your commitment. In the near term we want to prepare
a meal for the men at the Fellowship home. A food signup sheet is in the front hall (Narthex). Please consider
helping with this project. We will be serving food again
at the Union Mission Wednesday, May 30. In the long
run we will lead the efforts to provide the Community
with a complementary picnic dinner this summer. Details
to follow. Again I thank you for making my job easy and
fun.
Take care, Donald

ECW Meets April 25
Counterclockwise, beginning left center:
Linda Ammar, Betty Nash, Emma Slater, Jennifer Slater, Sheila Brooks, Susanne Pulse,
Wanda Myers, Bernadette Dragotto, and Patty
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The Rainbow Recipe of the Month
Submitted by Bobbi Hunter Kersey

Macaroni and Cheddar Salad
Ingredients

3 c. medium shell macaroni
1 c. dairy sour cream
1 c. mayonnaise
1/2 c. milk
1/2 c. pickle relish
2 tsp. vinegar
2 T. prepared mustard
3/4 tsp. salt

Dash of pepper
2 c. cubed cheddar
cheese (mild or sharp)
1 c. celery
1/4 c. onion, chopped

Directions: Cook macaroni according to package direc-

tions, drain and rinse with cold water. Set aside. In a
large bowl combine sour cream, mayonnaise and milk.
Next, stir in pickle relish, vinegar, mustard, salt and
pepper. Add cheese, celery and onion. Last, add
cooled macaroni. Toss everything together. Chill
overnight. Salad will appear moist until
May 1, 2018
chilled.
Editor’s note: The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular
feature in The Rainbow. If you
have a recipe to submit for con- Don Williams, Editor
sideration, please bring it to the The Rainbow
church office or E-mail to
412 Ridgeway Dr
editor@cecblf.org
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630
Or mail it to the following address:

Richardson. Not shown: Becky Beckett, and
Mary Catherine Williams.
The ECW met Wednesday, April 25 in
Rowley Hall. We had ten members present.
Patty Richardson and Mary Catherine Williams provided a delicious dinner. After the
dinner we decided on two projects. One was to
collect personal hygiene items for the May
Food Pantry. There is a basket in the narthex
for collection of these items. The other was to
provide freezer meals for Chad to take to shutins. See Patty Richardson for details.
Our next meeting will be a picnic at the
home of Patty Richardson. The ECW officers
are Patty Richardson, president; Mary Catherine Williams, Vice President;
Wanda Myers, Treasurer; and
Susanne Pulse, Secretary.
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Minutes of the Vestry
April 11, 2018
Present: Rob Merritt, Don Kersey, Kathy Burge,
Frank Dragotto, Becky Beckett, Dee
Puckett, Susanne Pulse, and Father
Chad Slater.

The April meeting of the Christ Episcopal
Church Vestry was called to order on April 11,
2018, by Rob Merritt
who declared a quorum.
The treasurer’s report was given by
Frank Dragotto. The
accounting
software
still has a glitch. The
financial reports were
distributed and reviewed. A motion was
made by Donald Kersey to accept the treasurer’s report. It was
seconded by Dee Puckett. The report was approved.
Frank Dragotto will
meet with Raymond
James regarding transfer of the funds to WesBanco. Kathy Burge
made a motion that the
interest from the Certificates of Deposit be
held in a separate fund
in our general account
to be used for repair of
the driveway and windows. Dee Puckett seconded the motion. The motion was approved.
Senior Warden’s Report: St. Mary’s Vestry
met at Christ Church on April 8, 2018 and voted
to close as of May 30, 2018. St. Mary’s Church
has asked that the Columbarium be moved here.
Dee Puckett made a motion to accept St.
Mary’s Columbarium. Frank Dragotto seconded
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the motion. The motion was approved.
Junior Warden’s Report: The work in the
Sacristy and Coffee area is complete. The work
in the Rector’s office is almost done. The heating
system has a valve that is sticking. The valve
must be repaired when the heating system is
turned off. A replacement cannot be located.
Communications: The new directory is still
under construction.
Education:
Godly
Play Training Module III
is scheduled for April 14,
2018.
Evangelism: Ways to
promote the church were
discussed.
Finance:
Parochial
Report has been completed and will be e-mailed to
the Vestry for approval.
Outreach: The food
pantry gave out over 100
bags of groceries last
month.
Parish Life: Upcoming church events were
discussed.
Worship and Spirituality:
The community
picnic was discussed.
Rector’s
Report:
There were 78 at the Easter Service. 54 people attended the Seder Meal.
Father Chad is a delegate
to the General Convention. He will present a
program to the Church after the Convention.
New Business: Ways to promote Sunday
School were discussed.
Old Business: None.
There being no further business, Father Chad
dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
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Because of unforeseen circumstances, we have had to extend the directory deadline. So we have decided to
extend it to June 1. Hopefully we will have received your deadline for forms and pictures.
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Don Williams to cease editing
The Rainbow
The Rainbow has been around for almost 25
years (November 1993, 229 issues) with that
name, and many years earlier by other names,
including The Trumpet.
Our website www.christchurchbluefield.org
has been around since March 1997.
I have decided that, after 229 issues as editor
of The Rainbow (every one on time), to cease editing after the August 2018 issue.
I have already stopped editing our website.
That is being done in the church office now.
So we are looking for someone to be editor of
The Rainbow beginning with the September issue.
I fully realize this may present a daunting task for
someone, and we do NOT expect it to continue in
past tradition. It can still be an informative and
attractive publication.
Looking back, the three most recent editors
have been Robby Brannon (now deceased), Mimi
Merritt, and myself.
The Rainbow is edited using Microsoft Publisher. But it can be done with practically any publishing software, including Word and others.
Peace, Don

Williams, editor

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
of Bluefield, Virginia set to close and
merge congregation with Christ Church

A

fter a period of discernment and reflection
on their present circumstances, the Vestry of
St. Mary’s Church in Bluefield, Virginia, voted to
close their church and merge their congregation and
appropriate resources with those of Christ Church.
This came after a congregational meeting wherein
members voted to explore and pursue this option.
The vestries of both Christ Church and St. Mary’s
have met together, and will continue to meet together
as this process unfolds in an effort to expand our mission and evangelism in the Bluefield area.
The last service at St. Mary’s will be a service of
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deconsecration to be held at 9am on May 20, 2018—
being Pentecost Sunday. Everyone is invited to attend this short service before traveling up to Christ
Church for worship which will include a special liturgy welcoming the new members. A reception and
ministry fair showcasing all the many opportunities to
serve God and community through Christ Church will
be held in Rowley Hall after church that day.
St. Mary’s was founded with help from Christ
Church in the late 19th century. Most notable in the
building they occupied was the Robert E. Lee pulpit—the pulpit from Grace Church, Lexington, Virginia, which was in place when the former Confederate general led services as a lay reader and preacher
for that congregation. Many of the long time families
of Christ Church have an intertwined history with St.
Mary’s.
The upcoming weeks, while filled with hopefulness about new possibilities, is also tinged with sadness for the folks from St. Mary’s. Please keep them
in your prayers, as well as our future together.
Shown here is Christ Church’s C2
Yamaha piano dedicated in October,
2001 to honor the memory of Elizabeth Haas Kemper and Albert Strayer
Kemper, Jr., longtime members of
Christ Church.

Origin of The Rainbow recalled

D

id you know that The Rainbow hasn’t always been called by that name? The first
Rainbow with that name was the November 1993 issue. That is why the issue numbers of The Rainbow
don’t begin with January.
Robby Brannon produced the first issue of The
Rainbow following a contest within our pre-school
Sunday School class to rename the church newsletter.
The Trumpet preceded The Rainbow. The parish recognized and congratulated the pre-school students
during the 10:45 service on November 7, 1993.
The new name seemed very appropriate at that
time in the life of Christ Church, as 1993 had become
the “Year of the Rainbow Kids.”
The name also reflects the diversity of people
who are part of the Christ Church community. The
Rainbow strives to reach and inform everyone in the
parish in its monthly editions, sent to nearly 150 digital and mail subscribers.

