October 2018

Williams Ends Long Reign as Rainbow Editor

The Rainbow’s
longtime editor,
Don Williams,
officially ended
his 17-year stewardship of the
Christ Episcopal
Church newsletter last month,
with the September edition. In addition to producing
The Rainbow each month, Williams
also developed and maintained the
church's website,
www.christchurchbluefield.org, until
2017.

Christ Church members know Williams well. The man behind The
Rainbow also can be seen most every
Sunday morning singing in the choir,
and perhaps his most valuable credential is his 55-year marriage to
Vestry member and Parish Life Chair
Mary Catherine Williams. But there’s
so much more to know, especially
for Christ Church’s newer members.
Williams has served on the Vestry
for several three-year terms and has
been elected as junior warden and
also as senior warden, a position he
last held from 1999 through
2000. He’s been a Sunday school

teacher and superintendent. A Lay
Reader in Episcopal churches since
1964, he recently chaired Christ
Church’s Lay Reader corps, scheduling 17 Lay Readers.

County native, who was born at the
Klotz company village, where her
family lived in the late 1930s and early 1940s. Mary Catherine was actually
named for her future husband’s
mother.

Though he’s lived in Bluefield, Va.,
for 42 years, Williams was born Oct.
8, 1938, in Richmond, Va., and grew
up in Giles County, Va., in Klotz,
where he learned the crushed stone
business from his father, Donald L.
Williams.

Williams’ career moved the couple
around before settling in Bluefield,
Va., in 1976. Following time with his
family’s business and as owner of a
small ready-mixed concrete company
in Pearisburg, he worked for Martin
Marietta Aggregates in Raleigh, N.C.;
His grandfather was Charles Arthur the Riverton Corporation in Front
Klotz, who founded the Virginian
Royal, Va.; United Transit Mix ConLimestone Corporation at Klotz in
crete Corporation in Bluefield, and
1916 to supply railroad ballast from Nance Corporation of Richmond,
Deepwater, W.Va., to the Virginian Va. He then started his own business
Railway, which in 1959 merged with representing manufacturers of bulk
the N&W, now Norfolk Southern.
materials handling and processing
machinery to the coal, crushed stone,
Williams attended public schools in wood, recycling, and power generaGiles County, at Pembroke and Pear- tion industries.
isburg, and graduated from the
McCallie School in Chattanooga,
Williams was very active in the JayTenn., in 1957. He then studied Civil cees at Pearisburg from 1959 until
Engineering and Business Admin1971, serving as president in 1967istration at Virginia Polytechnic In- 1968. He is a Distinguished Service
stitute, graduating in 1961. He served Award winner in the town of Pearisin the army reserve from 1961-1967. burg and was named a life member
of the Virginia Jaycees in 1975. He
On June 29, 1963, Williams married has been active in the Greater BlueMary Catherine Keffer, also a Giles field Chamber of
(Cont. on Pg. 2)
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(Williams Cont.) Commerce, as
well as the chambers of commerce of
Giles, Buchanan, and Tazewell counties.

repeater station operators in eight
states, he once coordinated selection
of repeater frequencies in western
Virginia.

er Bluefield Jaycees in 2001. Mark
and his wife, Jennifer, also live in
Bluefield, Va., and Jennifer is a counselor at Montcalm High School.

Williams is an amateur radio, or ham,
operator, with the callsign W4VT,
and has been licensed since February
1961. His other hobbies include
website authoring, including several
sites for regional amateur radiorelated activities; golf; railroad history; and model railroading. A past
president of the SouthEastern Repeater Association, an organization
of more than 3,000 amateur radio

Don and Mary Catherine have two
grown children. Mark Lloyd Williams, born Jan. 15, 1968, graduated
in 1990 from Virginia Tech with a
B.S. in Management, and works for
AMRPemco Corporation as its Information Technology Specialist. A
past president of the West Virginia
Jaycees, Mark served as a vice president of the West Virginia Jaycees in
2002 and was president of the Great-

Daughter Mary Lynne Williams,
born Aug. 25, 1971, is a 1995 graduate of Virginia Tech with a B.S. in
Architecture. After 13 years in
Brooklyn, N.Y., she moved to Seattle, Wash., in 2009, where she now
works for Facebook after several
years as a Senior Design Lead for
Windows at Microsoft.
By—Mimi Merritt

At our ECW dinner meeting on September 29th we had about 15 ladies present. We discussed renovating the nursery. This would be painting, doing
some wall repairs, installing carpet and purchasing some new
furniture. A motion was presented and passed.

planned for October 10 at 5:30.

We also discussed helping the Food Pantry with special items.
The month of October we will be collecting blankets and December we will be collecting hats, scarves and gloves. You can
bring them to the church anytime now. Leave them in the narthex and they will be collected. Our next meeting is tentatively

The Christ Church ECW also voted to help Lt. Hunt of the Bluefield Salvation Army establish an
outreach program to offer shower facilities to members of the community who have no place to
shower. Betty Nash is chairing this project to provide washcloths, towels, and shower supplies to
this effort. The ECW purchased towels and washcloths for the project. Supplies such as travel size soap, body wash, shampoo and conditioner are being collected in a donation box in the narthex. Please be generous in donating these needed supplies to help those in need.

Our Daughters of the King, Saint Margaret of Scotland Chapter, will
meet Tuesday October 16 at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library. We had
7 members present in September.
Our study is Women of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha. For
October we will be studying Deborah the Judge. Please do some research on her and bring it to our next meeting for discussion. If you
have some names to add to the collection, bring them to the next meeting.
Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 or any DoK member if you are interested in becoming a member. The Daughters of the King is an Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in communion with it, or churches in the historic episcopate but not in communion with it. Today our membership includes women in Episcopal, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Anglican Churches.
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Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church
Bluefield, West Virginia
September 19, 2018
Present: Rob Merritt, Don Kersey, Frank Dragotto,
Dee Puckett, Susanne Pulse, Mary Catherine Williams
and Father Chad Slater.

There will be speakers each Sunday in September at
Coffee Hour regarding stewardship. The 2019 budget
will be ready for review by the Vestry at the November
Vestry meeting.
Outreach: The ECW will collect blankets for the October food pantry give away. A $50.00 gift will be given
nine (9) times a year to the Union Mission from a donation made by St. Mary’s. Parish Life: The UTO offering
will be taken up on September 26, 2018. Christ Church
will be visited by the Director and boys from the Boy’s
Home in Covington, Virginia. The Director will present
a program.
Rector’s Report: The St. Francis Pet Blessing is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, October 14 at the Dog
Park. The Diocesan Convention is October 19 and 20 at
Flatwoods. Father Chad is looking for Lay-Eucharistic
Ministers to take communion to shut-ins. Father Chad
attended the LARCUM convention in Charleston, West
Virginia. He will attend the WVCC Convention in Huttonsville. The Bishop of Southwest Virginia Diocese
stopped by Christ Church recently. Father Chad has
been tasked with cleaning up the HEP property.
New Business: None.
Old Business: The Vestry notebooks were given out.
The notebooks are not entirely complete. More documents will be added in the near future.

The September meeting of the Christ Episcopal Church
Vestry was called to order on September 19, 2018, by
Rob Merritt who declared a quorum. Father Chad led
the vestry in a short devotion. The treasurer’s report
was given by Frank Dragotto. The financial reports reviewed. The St. Lucy’s Agreement has been signed and
will be forwarded to WesBanco in the near future. Mary
Catherine Williams made the motion to accept the financial report. It was seconded by Don Kersey. The
motion passed unanimously.
Senior Warden’s Report: ECW has agreed to help repair and improve the nursery. All vestry members remember to check your mailbox.
Junior Warden’s Report: Leaks in the Narthex and on
the third floor have been fixed by Frye Roofing. There is
a leak in Rowley Hall that will need to be repaired.
Communications: The church directory will be available on October 7. Don Williams has stepped down as
editor of the Rainbow. Michelle Parks, Mimi Merritt,
Linda Ammar and Teresa Paine have volunteered to
work on the Rainbow along with Susanne Pulse.
Education: There will be a bowling party on October 7
and a costume party for October 24 for the Sunday
School children. On December 22 First Presbyterian
There being no further business, Father Chad dismissed
willhost a birthday party for Jesus for the Sunday
the meeting with a prayer.
School.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
Finance: The stewardship campaign is under way.
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Dr. Jim and Mrs. Bea Paine have
been happily married for 68 years.
They are longtime members of our
church and have been active in the
community of Bluefield since moving here in 1952. Bea and Jim have 5
children, an adopted nephew, and
many grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.

Later, they would move to Charleston and then on to Bluefield, West
Virginia.

As a youth, Jim Paine lived
with his older sister, Jean, and parents in Huntington, West Virginia,
for 6 years before moving to
Parkersburg. He would remain in
Parkersburg, W.V., until graduation
Bea Carmines Paine grew up from High School. Jim's father was a
in a small fishing village later to be
known as Poquoson, Virginia, in the
Tidewater region of the Chesapeake
Bay. She was the second of eight
children. Her mother was a loving
homemaker and her beloved father
was a waterman, a term which referred to most of the men in her
community. Although she grew up in
a household of little means, they
were a happy family. After graduating from High School, Bea and her
older sister, Ann, joined the Cadet
decorated veteran and experienced
Nurse Core. The two girls would've Civil Engineer who supervised the
been deployed overseas, but World construction of many paved roads in
War II ended just as they graduated. the state. Jim's childhood with his
Bea then became an Operating
sister was idyllic, but his family expeRoom (O.R.) Nurse at the Medical
rienced the difficulties of the Great
College of Virginia. She met Jim
Depression during his teenage years.
there while he was completing a resi- He would go on to study Chemistry
dency in Ear, Nose and Throat
and enroll in Medical School at West
(E.N.T.) surgery. They married in
Virginia University. After an internRichmond, Virginia, and had the first ship in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Jim
of their five children, Teresa, there. became activated for military duty

and was shipped to the island of Shemya, Alaska. The war ended shortly
after his deployment and he would
serve the rest of his active duty there
in the immediate postwar era.
Completing his specialization
and marrying Bea, Jim and the family
then moved briefly to Charleston
before a position opened for an
E.N.T. Surgeon at the old Bluefield
Sanitarium. The family now included
second child, Pam, as well as Jim,
John, and nephew Rick, who came to
live with the family in 1962 on his
15th birthday. Jim's practice was very
busy in the Bluefield of the 1950's
due to the need for an E.N.T. Specialist among the mining communities in the surrounding areas. Bea
settled into her role as a housewife
and mother, but was ambitious to
continue using her own skills as well.
She became the manager of Jim's
Medical Practice when her
youngest son, Patrick, was in Elementary School.
As Patrick entered High
School, Bea became extremely active
at Christ Church and in the local
community. She was a leader in the
Rotary Club, serving on its board
and as its President. She later served
as Rotary District Governor of West
(Cont. Pg. 5.)
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(Paines Cont.) Virginia and was
awarded Rotarian of the Year and
was a Paul Harris Fellow. She restarted the 'Rotary Youth-Exchange Program for West Virginia and brought
at least 8 exchange students into her
own home for a period or several
months to a year. This program
also allowed many local youths to
travel abroad. Two of the students
Bea and Jim personally hosted for a
year still call from time to time and
refer to them as their 'American
mom and dad.'

of the Mercer County Board of
Health, where she saw a smoking
ordinance passed for the first time in
Mercer County.

Among her long list of accomplishments, she also established
the original Recycling Project for
Bluefield, W.V., established the first
Crisis Helpline in our community,
and initiated the installation of the
first fitness trails and walking paths
at the Bluefield City Park,. She also
salvaged the Ridge Runner Youth
Train, refurbishing it and installing a
Bea was also the first female new station. At church, Bea was the
member of the Bluefield City Coun- first female vestry member, and first
cil, a position she held for 16 years. female senior warden of our church.
During her tenure, she saved the old She has served in the choir and on
City Hall building from demolition. the altar guild for 55 years. She was
Through her efforts, the building
on the Diocesan Council and was
was placed on the National Historic President of the Episcopal ChurchRegister and received Federal Grants women of W.V.
for its renovation. Bea was instruJim participated in a Military
mental in the subsequent creation of Preparedness Program to become a
the Downtown Bluefield Arts Cen- trained pilot during his first year of
ter, for which the gallery on the first college at the age of 19. He got interfloor of the building was dedicated in ested again in the 1960's when one
her name. Bea is also a past president of his patients, a former 20's-era
of the Mercer County Medical Auxil- barnstormer and wing walker named
iary, a former member of the Execu- Wilson Dunn, who later trained pitive Board of the Municipal League lots at wartime, offered to teach Jim
of West Virginia, and a chairwoman to fly again. At first, Bea was only a

reluctant passenger on these flights,
but ultimately she became a pilot
herself and they flew together on
cross-country voyages.
Jim took up in skiing in the
50's when a little resort called Bald
Knob opened on Flattop Mountain
near Beckley. He got Bea interested
and taught the whole family to ski.
Soon they were taking trips to Vermont and Colorado. When an opportunity to invest in a new resort
presented itself in the early 70's, Jim
became one of the original investors
in Snowshoe Mountain, West Virginia. The family rented and later built a
house there in 1981. Jim is also a
great lover of poetry, which he'd often read to his children. He retired
from his private practice at the age
of 85. As a retiree, he took up gardening and weekly piano lessons.
With all her many accomplishments, Bea still says she is most
proud of her marriage to Jim, as well
as her 6 children, 9 grandchildren
and 4 great-grandchildren. She says
she has been most honored by her
service and dedication to Christ
Church.
-By Teresa Paine

O God, in whose every creation we discover a gift given: help us to understand that all we have
comes from the outpouring of your generosity, inspire in our hearts a deep sense of gratitude, and
move us to share what we have received with the same immensity of spirit in which it was given.
May our gifts of substance and service be an example of Christ’s enduring presence and outreach
to this community and all beings.
Amen.
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Food Pantry Report
Various members of the congregation helped bag groceries on Sunday,
September 16th. Ninety bags were prepared and 69 bags were distributed on Thursday, September 20th. Refreshments for the morning were
furnished by John and Carol Gorgis and the special gift of the month was bread, given by Sheila Brooks. Food
Pantry workers were John and Carol Gorgis, Don Kersey, Betty and Charlie Nash, Peter Taylor and Linda Thomas. Thanks to everyone who participated in making the Food Pantry possible.

Union Mission Report
Twelve members of Christ Church volunteered their time to serve dinner at
the Union Mission on Wednesday, September 24th. One hundred fifty meals were
prepared and those who helped serve were Becky and Johnny Beckett, Elizabeth
Clement, Chris and Jim Justice, Donald Kersey, Norma Mahood-Bay, Betty and Charlie Nash, Don and Mary Catherine Williams and Linda Ammar. Dinner consisted of
ham and cheese casserole, corn, roll and a brownie. If you have not been able to participate in this outreach event you are missing out. It is truly a rewarding experience.

Jennifer Slater’s Strawberry
Dump Cake
Prep time: 5 mins
Cook time: 30 mins
Total time: 35 mins
INGREDIENTS:


- 15.25 oz. Betty Crocker White Cake mix box



- 42. oz. Strawberry Pie Filling (2 cans, 21 oz. each)



- 1/2 cup Butter, melted (8 Tbsp.)

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Spray 9x13 glass dish with non-stick spray.
3. Empty strawberry filling into dish and spread evenly.
4. Combine cake mix and melted butter in mixing bowl and
stir until crumbly breaking up large chunks.
5. Pour cake/butter mix over strawberries and spread evenly
6. Bake for 30 minutes or until sides are hot and bubbly.

O God, I resolve to put you first in my life. I recognize that you have blessed me with all that I have and
all that I am. As your steward, I resolve to sacrifice
when necessary but always to do so out of a spirit of
sincere love, just as your Son, Jesus, did for me. I
humbly accept the challenge to share from my means
rather than from my excess. I recognize that being a
good steward is nothing more than being truly Christian. I resolve, to be generous with my time, talent an
treasure, giving in proportion to the gifts I have been
given. I commit myself to taking care of my body and
all of creation. I know there will be times when I will
fail to be a good steward, but I pledge to keep on trying. I will confidently live each day with a spirit of true
peach and joy in knowing that I am doing your will.
Amen.

7. Serve with a scoop of vanilla ice cream. Enjoy!
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Fall is one of my favorite
times of the year. The crispness of
the air while taking a walk among the
long shadows cast by trees painted
fire by the changing of the season
creates a certain pleasure. Autumn
smells fill the air—smoke and dried
wood outside the house, while cooking apples, cinnamon, allspice, and
nutmeg drift through the kitchen.
The sounds of rustling leaves means
soon we’ll all hear small voices say,
“Trick or treat!” These sights and
smells and experiences are truly
beautiful and I look forward to them
every year.

In the same way that knowing that
something, or someone, is approaching the end of earthly life may make
our love and devotion stronger for
that person, perhaps the aging of the
season makes us more appreciative
of the world around us that God has
given. Knowing that the cold of
winter is soon to appear, perhaps the
sights and sounds are magnified in
the fall of the year. We notice the
little things—like shadows, colors,
smells, and sounds—because we are
all too aware they are soon to disappear.

What is interesting is that against the cold,
Bare ruin'd choirs, where late the
while I look forward to these little
moments I also somewhat dread sweet birds sang.
what their appearing means—that
In me thou see'st the twilight of
winter is soon to follow. The sound such day,
of crunching snow and patches of ice
As after sunset fadeth in the
on the sidewalk don’t bring me near- West,
ly as much joy as rustling leaves and
Which by-and-by black night doth
long shadows. There is a certain ac- take away,
ceptance, I suppose, to the fact that
Death's second self, that seals up
the one means the other is fast ap- all in rest.
proaching. Perhaps that is part of
In me thou see'st the glowing of
the beauty of this time of year.
such fire
William Shakespeare, in his
That on the ashes of his youth
Sonnet 73, writes about the passage doth lie,
of time in our own lives, using the
As the death-bed whereon it must
imagery of autumn, and its meaning expire
for our emotions.
Consum'd with that which it was
That time of year thou may'st in nourish'd by.
me behold
When yellow leaves, or none, or
few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake

I wonder what sorts of sights
and experiences we then overlook
through the rest of the year? Who
do we, in our own fleeting life on
earth, overlook? It shouldn’t take
the onset of the obvious signs of the
end of one life to make us love and
cherish someone or something.
Take the time, my brothers
and sisters, this fall—this winter,
spring, and summer—to appreciate
the world around you, and all the
people who are dear to you in every
season of your life, and theirs.
Amen.

This thou perceivest, which makes
thy love more strong,
To love that well which thou must
leave ere long.
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Four Corners Sunday
School

Our Four Corners Sunday School has been planning
some wonderful things for the children in the weeks
and months to come including a bowling party and a
costume Halloween party in October and a Birthday
Party for Jesus in December. We thank everyone who
has dedicated their time to help raise the children in our
community with a strong foundation of faith and
church family.
Here’s what our youngest members love most about
church.
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October

Estimates of Tithes and gifts cards may be
brought to the church on any Sunday in October for collection during worship.
1 Michael Parks

11 Brian McCoy

21 David Faber

3 Shelia Brooks

14 Mike Lilly

21 Phyllis Walker

4 Deak Kersey

16 Burt Kersey

24 William Joseph Allen

8 Elizabeth Clement

16 Emma Slater

24 Bernadette Dragotto

8 Don Williams

17 Stephanie Smith

26 Nelson Walker

9 Grace Taylor Sudduth 20 Bruce Puckett
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Christ Episcopal Church
200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, WV 24701

The Rainbow—October 2018

To our friends and family:

October 2018
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