
 

 

 

      August 2026 

A funeral service for Christ Episcopal Church member Patricia Taylor, 69, who died July 5 at her 

home, surrounded by family, was held at the church July 9 at 11:30 a.m. 

 

A faithful volunteer for the church’s Food Pantry and member of ECW, Patricia earned a 

bachelor’s and master’s degree from Virginia Tech and was a longtime teacher in Mercer County 

Schools. Her husband of 44 years, Peter Taylor, is a Vestry member, a Food Pantry volunteer, and 

a civic leader in Bluefield, serving on the City of Bluefield Board, the Community Foundation of 

the Virginias, and the board of Bluefield Arts and Revitalization Corporation.  

 

Patricia was known by family, friends, and, generally, by anyone who crossed her path, to be one 

who loved people. Whether at Sunday morning church services, monthly Food Pantry service, 

garden club meetings (a master gardener, she belonged to two clubs – Trillium and East River 

Mountain), receptions for art exhibits at Paine Gallery, family gatherings, City of Bluefield concerts 

and festivals, sipping coffee with friends, or sharing stories at cocktail parties, Patricia delighted in 

making friends and spending time with them. 

 

As her days grew numbered, Patricia invited friends to visit. She wanted to share how much 

everyone had meant to her, and we definitely all had stories of what she’d meant to us – showing 

up at the door with those special chicken pies from Winston-Salem or a Kringle from Trader Joe’s, 

calling to chat, opening her home time and time again to fill the rooms with good food, laughter, 

and joy. 

 

Preceding the funeral service, the Taylor family, including all of Patricia and Peter’s grandchildren – 

Zane Anthony Perkins, Halen Taylor Perkins, Wyatt Hopkins Mowery, Grady Everett Mowery, 

Brooklyn Maya Mowery, and Payne Nolan Mowery – received friends and relatives in the church’s 

library.  

 

The funeral embodied Patricia’s spirit and the love she inspired in her family. Sharing reflections (at 

her request – as the great organizer she was) were daughter Ashby Perkins of Wytheville, Va., and 

her son-in-law Dr. Nathan Mowery of Columbus, Ohio. 
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The older of the Taylors’ two daughters, Ashby spoke eloquently at the funeral service of her 

mother’s unquestionable devotion to family and her love and support for everyone through thick 

and thin. 

 

Nathan, husband of the Taylors’ daughter Virginia, spoke next. He said he had been instructed by 

Patricia to “make them laugh,” and laugh we did, especially as he recounted a story about being at 

the beach with the whole Taylor family when he saw Patricia laughing and talking with someone at 

the pool as though it were a long-lost best friend. 

 

“I just really love that guy,” she had said as she joined her family, and when Nathan asked how 

long she’d known the friend, she replied she’d only just met him minutes ago. 

 

“Everyone was her best friend,” said Nathan, “and every meal was the best.” 

 

David Kersey read from Genesis: 1:1-4; Rob Merritt read from Ecclesiastes: 1:1-11 and led 

everyone through a reading of Psalm 23; and former Christ Church member and longtime family 

friend Marc Meachum read from James, 5:13-16. 

 

The Rev. Brother Ray Escott gave the Gospel reading:  John 1:1-5 and 9-12, and Christ Church 

Rector, the Rev. Paul Barker, delivered the homily, reflecting fondly on Patricia’s generous spirit 

and her commitment to the church’s Food Pantry. 

 

Also participating in the service were the Hon. Canon Terry Whittington as organist and 

choirmaster, Becky Kersey as acolyte, David Kersey and Marc Meachum as ushers, and members 

of the Altar Guild. 

 

Following the service was the Committal in the church’s Memorial Garden. Friends and family 

exited the sanctuary to gather in the Memorial Garden as “Oh When the Saints Go Marching In” 

was played, as it is played every day at noon at the request of Patricia’s father-in-law, Dr. Brookins 

Taylor, who with his wife, Charlotte, gave the Christ Church bells in memory of Charlotte’s 

parents, Virginia and Pater Dick Woods. The bells were then tolled 69 times. 

 

A lovely reception catered by Christ Church member David Hardin of David’s Downtown was 

held immediately following in the Church’s Rowley Hall, where everyone filled their plates, as 

Patricia would have wanted, and gathered at tables to share stories. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

 

2  
The Tenth Sunday 

after Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

3  

 

4  

 

5  

 

6  

The 

Transfiguration 

of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

7  

 

8  

 

9  
The Eleventh 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

10  

 

11  

 

12  

 

13  

 

14  

 

15  

Saint Mary the 

Virgin, Mother 

of our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

16  
The Twelfth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

17  

 

18  

10:30 DOK 

 

19  

5:00 Vestry 

20  

9:00 Food 

Pantry 

21  

 

22  

 

23  
The Thirteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:30 Holy 

Eucharist 

PARISH 

PICNIC 

24  

Saint 

Bartholomew 

The Apostle 

25  

 

26  

 

27  

 

28  

 

29  

 

30  
The Fourteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

31  

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026 AT 2:00 P.M. 

135TH SERVICE & CELEBRATION 

CHURCH OF THE HEAVENLY REST 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

200 DUHRING STREET 
BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA 24701 
 
 

 

 

To our friends and family: 
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