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Christ Episcopal Church has been greatly saddened recently by the loss of two long-time active members, John 

P. Beckett, Jr., in May, and Patricia Taylor, early on the morning of July 5. 

Christ Episcopal Church Says Good-bye to John Beckett at May 16 Service 

Funeral services were held May 16 at Christ Episcopal Church for John P. 

“Johnny” Beckett Jr., a longtime Christ Church member who died May 10 at his 

College Avenue home following an extended illness. Born and raised in 

Bluefield, W.Va., Beckett was 76. He was an active Christ Church member, 

serving as Sunday school teacher, trustee, treasurer, vestry member and senior 

warden.  

Having retired in 2016 as senior vice-president and trust officer at First Century 

Bank in Bluefield, he’d had a long banking career in Virginia, Kentucky, North 

Carolina, and West Virginia, and many civic accomplishments including serving as Bluefield Rotary Club 

president during a 50-year membership and serving Bluefield University, at which he was a trustee emeritus. 

But many will remember him as an all-state athlete at Bluefield High School, Class of 1967, who was a starter 

and tri-captain on the 1965 undefeated AAA state championship Beaver football team, co-captain of the 

basketball team, and captain of the state’s second-ranked track team, lettering every year in every sport he 

played. At Wittenberg University in Ohio, he was a member of the school’s 1969 NCAA Division III national 

championship football team, which won the Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowl. 

His wife of 55 years, Becky Beckett, is also an active Christ Church member, having served as a Vestry 

member and as Senior Warden, and as a member of Daughters of the King, the Altar Guild, and ECW. 

At his funeral service, reflections were given by family friends Lori Hypes-Smith, and her father, Larry Hypes, 

who wrote Beckett’s obituary for the Bluefield Daily Telegraph. 

Hypes-Smith quoted lines dear to Beckett’s widow from Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, “Song of Myself”:  

“I bequeath myself to the dirt to grow from the grass I love, 

If you want me again look for me under your boot-soles. 

 

You will hardly know who I am or what I mean, 

But I shall be good health to you nevertheless, 

And filter and fibre your blood. 

 

Failing to fetch me at first keep encouraged, 

Missing me one place search another, 

I stop somewhere waiting for you.” 
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In the homily delivered by The Rev. Paul Barker, Rector of Christ Episcopal and close friend of the Becketts, 

Father Paul spoke about the qualities that drew him to Beckett as a friend and as a leader. 

“He was a dedicated businessman who believed in helping all his clients live lives that were comfortable,” he 

said. “He believed in service.” 

This belief in service, said Father Paul, made Beckett “a tremendous Rotarian.” He recalled a time very early in 

his first days as a priest at Christ Church, in 2023, when Beckett walked into his office: “And he said, ‘Come 

on, we’re going to Rotary,’ and I said, ‘Yes sir.’” For Father Paul, this was a defining moment, a learning 

moment, and he now serves as Bluefield Rotary Club President. 

“In church language, we call this evangelism,” he said. 

Invoking the Gospel reading, John 11:21-27, Father Paul preceded to speak of Lazarus, and the moment in 

which Lazarus’ sister Martha said to Jesus that if he’d only been at Lazarus’ sick bed, her brother would have 

lived. Yes, Jesus said, but her brother would rise again: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

The one who believes in me will live, even though they die.’” 

“We’ll miss Johnny, the loss of his presence in our lives,” Father Paul continued. “We will grieve. We will 

weep. And we will also remember the wonderful soul that he was. He is now a star among the angels.” 

Hymns were “On Eagle Wings,” “A Mighty Fortress is our God,” “My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” and “Guide 

Me, Oh Thou Great Jehovah.” The Offertory hymn, “Be Thou My Vision,” was sung by choir member David 

Hardin. Communion hymns were “What Wondrous Love is This” and “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  

In addition to Father Paul, who also served as celebrant, Harden, Hypes-Smith and Hypes, participating in the 

service were The Hon. Canon Terry E. Whittington, Jr., Organist and Choirmaster of Christ Church; The Rev. 

Brother Ray Escott, Deacon of Christ Church; vocalist Jordan Stadvec; Dr. Teresa Paine and Becky Kersey as 

acolytes and lectors; David Kersey and Peter Richardson as ushers; and Patty Richardson Linda Ammar for 

Altar Guild. 

A burial followed in the church Memorial Garden, after which a Reception was catered by David’s Downtown 

Restaurant in Rowley Hall. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to Easley Library, 3000 College Drive, Bluefield, 

Virginia 24605, Christ Episcopal Church, 200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, West Virginia 24701, or to Rotary 

Club of Bluefield, P. O. Box 121, Bluefield, West Virginia 24701.  

 
Christ Episcopal Church member Patricia Taylor died July 5, surrounded by family. A funeral service has been 

planned for July 9 at CEC at 11:30 a.m. Her obituary is here: 

https://share.google/7vlrrVloz55nFMqlk 

A faithful volunteer for the church’s Food Pantry and member of ECW, she was a longtime 

teacher in Mercer County Schools. Her husband of 44 years, Peter Taylor, is a Vestry 

member, a Food Pantry volunteer, and a civic leader in Bluefield, serving on the City of 

Bluefield Board, the Community Foundation of the Virginias, and the board of Bluefield 

Arts and Revitalization Corporation. Coverage of the funeral will be in the August Rainbow 

issue. 



 

 

A Letter from Father Paul        

Welcome to the middle of summer with hot days and cool lemonade! July and 

August are times to enjoy the outdoors, take a break and relax, go on a vacation, 

and hopefully just slow down a bit.  

With this slow down, we at Christ Church are planning on staying busy! Our first 

Sunday, July 5, will be a nice mix of traditional worship and patriotic hymns and 

prayers. Feel free to wear your Red, White and Blue garb. Liturgically, we are 

continuing to follow the book of Genesis, Paul’s letter to the Romans and the 

Gospel of Matthew. We enter a rich scriptural season; we conclude Genesis and 

open Exodus with Moses at the burning bush.  Chapters 13 and 14 of Matthew are 

full of familiar parables describing the Kingdom of Heaven and then Jesus 

showing how great and loving God is by performing miracles and especially, feeding the five thousand. In the 

parable of the mustard seed, Jesus describes how something so small can grow into something large and 

nourishing. Things we say and do can sometimes seem so insignificant but can grow the Kingdom of Heaven on 

earth. Many Feast Days will be commemorated; Mary Magdalene, St. James, The Transfiguration, St. Mary, 

and St. Bartholomew. Worship at Christ Church will certainly not slow down.  

Our children will gather for a Summer Sunday School, during the service on July 12. It will be great to have all 

the children come together for a mid-summer session. They will stay busy by enjoying a family outing to 

Mountain Lake Nature Conservatory, July 25, for a fun day of hiking in nature, seeing a reptile exhibition, 

making bird feeders and having a nice picnic lunch together. I hope all our children can attend and bring a 

friend! 

I pray that we all have a wonderful summer and that the season brings us warmth of body and spirit and that, 

when we do slow down, we hear and see the wonders of what creation is, God’s incredible gift to us. Peace 

Always, Paul+ 

 

New Opportunity School for Women 

In June, volunteers from Christ Episcopal Church once again provided and served dinner for the New 

Opportunity School for Women (NOSW) class of 2026. 

NOSW is a two-week summer residency program started in in Berea, KY, in 1987 by the recently-deceased 

Jane Stephenson, wife of then-president of Berea College John Stephenson, to empower Appalachian women to 

overcome challenges they face daily in building confidence, skills, and support networks. It has been a fixture at 

Bluefield University since 2013. Current Director of NOSW at BU is Mily Lusk. 

The program gained national recognition in 2003 when Oprah Winfrey invited Stephenson to appear on 

Winfrey’s show to receive the Oprah’s Use Your Life Award and a check for $100,000, becoming one of 

Winfrey’s “Angels.”  

Volunteers from Christ Church who prepared and served a dinner to the group of 14 women were Rob Merritt, 

who every year teaches NOSW participants a class in Appalachian Literature and another in Expressive 

Writing, Barb and Bob Eichel, Elizabeth Clement, Sandy Moir, Darla Olson, Linda Ammar, and Mimi Merritt. 



 

 

QUARTERLY MINISTRY REPORT---April through June 2026 

FOOD PANTRY 

April 16 

Number of bags distributed: 42  

Jim Pulse and Jerry Wood cooked breakfast. Other volunteers from Christ Church were Bill Denny, Peter and 

Patricia Taylor, Betty Nash, Charlie Blevins, Nancy and Chuck Stark, and  

Linda Gillespie. 

 

May 21 

Number of bags distributed: 59 (about half the people took two bags)  

Jim Pulse and Jerry Wood cooked breakfast. Other volunteers from Christ Church were Betty Nash, Charlie 

Blevins, Nancy and Chuck Stark, Bill Denny, Peter Taylor, Barbara and Bob Eichel, Ray and Peggy Escott, 

Todd Taylor, Linda Gillespie, and Sandy Moir. 

 

June 18 

Number of bags distributed: 49  

Volunteers were Betty Nash, Todd Taylor, Linda Gillespie, Chuck and Nancy Stark, Jim Pulse, Bill Denny, 

Sandy Moir, Bob and Barbara Eichel, Peter Taylor, Ray and Peggy Escott, and Elizabeth Clement. 

 

UNION MISSION 

Wednesday, April 8 

A total of 101 meals were prepared and packaged. Church volunteers served 93 meals, and an additional 8 

meals consisting of ham and chicken subs with chips, drinks and desserts were distributed by Mission staff by 

closing time. The main menu was lasagna with a roll, salad, an Oreo cookie, a brownie and a soft drink. 

Volunteers from Christ Episcopal Church were Sheila Brooks, Shirley Ofsa, Art Mead, Patty and Peter 

Richardson, and Nancy and Chuck Stark. Betty Watson, a Presbyterian from Bluefield, Va., also volunteered 

 

Wednesday, April 22 

A total of 132 meals were served. Church volunteers prepared and packaged 120 dinners, and an additional 12 

meals were taken from the Union Mission inventory and consisted of subs and wraps. The menu was BBQ on a 

bun, coleslaw, baked beans, a brownie and bottled water.  Also distributed were 40 snack and hygiene packs 

previously assembled by the Beta Pi Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta at Bluefield State University.  

  

Volunteers from Christ Episcopal Church were Sheila Brooks, Bob and Barb Eichel, Art Mead, Patty and Peter 

Richardson, and Nancy and Chuck Stark. Also volunteering were James Fisher, a former member of St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church in Bluefield, Va.; Charlie Helmandollar, Senior Warden at Christ Episcopal Church in 

Pocahontas, Va., and his wife, Freda; and Betty Watson, a Presbyterian from Bluefield, Va. 

Wednesday, May 13 

      

A total of 95 meals were prepared, packaged and distributed. Church volunteers served 62. The additional 32 

meals were served by Union Mission staff.  The menu was lasagna, a roll, salad, a brownie and bottled tea.  

Volunteers who helped were Sheila Brooks, Bob and Barb Eichel, Art Mead, Shirley Ofsa, Patty and Peter 

Richardson, and Nancy and Chuck Stark from Christ Episcopal Church, and Betty Watson, a Presbyterian from 

Bluefield, Va. Special visitors included Deacon Ray Escott and his wife, Peggy. Craig Hammond graciously 

spent time with Ray and Peggy, providing them an orientation about the Union Mission outreach.   

***The Episcopalians from Christ Episcopal Church in Bluefield, W.Va., who serve meals at the Bluefield 

Union Mission will go on hiatus during the three summer months that started in June.  Students volunteering 

from various parts of the United States will serve in their place.  We will resume serving on Wednesday, 

September 5, 2026. 



 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VESTRY OF CHRIST EPICOPAL CHURCH, BLUEFIELD, WV  

 

A regular meeting of the Vestry was held June 17, 2026. Present were Art Mead, Ted Lewis, Darla Olson, Jim 

Pulse, Bill Denney, and Fr. Paul. Rob Merritt, David Kersey and Peter Taylor were absent.   

Fr. Paul called the meeting to order and declared a quorum. Art Mead provided the devotional.  

The minutes from the May meeting were reviewed and upon a motion from Art M. and second from Darla O. 

were approved.  

Treasurer Don Kersey provided a written summary of his financial observations for the month, along with the 

balance sheet and income statement. A potential distribution from the St. Lucy fund was discussed and to be 

voted on in July by special meeting. The treasurer’s report was approved after a motion by Ted L. and a second 

from Bill D.  

Ted L. gave the Senior Warden report continuing to discuss bids for a new sound system. With the cost 

considered high, Fr. Paul proposed purchasing new headsets that would be compatible with our current system. 

Art M. made a motion authorizing Fr. Paul to shop for two new headsets not to exceed $1,000. After a second 

from Bill D. the motion was approved.   

In David K.’s absence, Fr. Paul gave a brief Jr. Warden report. All the toilets through the building were 

repaired; old leaks and old parts were replaced and all are working fine.   

Darla O. gave the Parish Life report. The Parish Picnic will be August 23, a pot-luck is planned for the fall and 

several Canterbury Club dinners are scheduled for the rest of the year.  

Bill D. gave the Outreach report. He made note that current funds for the Food Pantry are low. Fr. Paul will 

make a Rector’s appeal for donations to this fund through the loose offerings from Sunday plates this summer 

and from check donations directed to the Food Panty fund. 71 grocery bags were distributed on June 18. Art M. 

mentioned that serving meals at Union Mission will start again on September 9.  

The Education report was given by Fr. Paul. A Summer Sunday School will be held July 12. A Christ Church 

Family outing is scheduled for July 25 at Mountain Lake Nature Conservatory.  

The Worship report was given by Fr. Paul. It was decided that Hersey kisses will be given out to the fathers on 

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21. A wedding of a couple who do not attend Christ Church will be held July 17-18 

and Fr. Paul will be present.   

Fr. Paul provided the Rector’s report. He reminded the vestry that there is no meeting in July and thanked 

everyone for their extra time at tonight’s meeting. Paul will be away on vacation July 19-25. He will also be 

away guest preaching at St. Paul’s, Pittsburgh, October 10-11. Diocesan Convention is scheduled for November 

13-15 at Oglebay Resort.   

There were two items under New Business: The Vestry vote on the Local Reflection Group for Jerry Wood’s 

continuation in the discernment process towards ordination will here be recorded. The vote to accept the LRG’s 

recommendation of “Not at this time” was five (5) accepting and three (3) not accepting. Ted L. reflected on the 

vote and the work of the LRG and resigned from the LRG. The other item was to nominate candidates to fill the 

vestry vacancy left by the resignation of Dee Puckett until the end of the year. Jessica Cole was nominated and, 

with a motion from Darla O. and a second from Jim P., was elected. Fr. Paul will notify Jessica of her election 

and set up times to get her acquainted with her position.  There being no other business, Fr. Paul adjourned the 

meeting with a closing prayer. The next meeting is scheduled for August 19, 2026 at 5:00 pm.  Respectfully 

submitted, The Rev. Paul Barker, Rector 



 

 

Preventing and Detecting Skin Cancer by Betty Nash 

Skin cancer is the out-of-control growth of abnormal cells in the outermost skin layer. The 3 most common are 

basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and melanoma. It is important to detect them early and treat. If 

not treated, they can spread and cause serious problems. Melanomas are the most dangerous and can cause 

death but are curable if caught early.  

The 2 main causes are the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) rays and using UV tanning beds. To protect your skin: 

• Stay out of the sun between10am and 4pm. If you must be out, wear clothing that covers your skin (and 

a hat!). Wear sunscreen even if you have clothes covering your skin. Stay in the shade as much as you 

can.  

• Do NOT use UV tanning beds. 

• Use a broad-spectrum sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or higher every day. If around water, use water-

resistant, broad spectrum sunscreen with an SPF of 50 or higher. 

• Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before going outside. Reapply every 2 hours or after swimming or 

sweating.  

• Examine your skin head to toe every month. Have a family member check your back. 

• Abnormal spots have: 

❖ Asymmetry: one half of mole does not match the other half 

❖ The borders are irregular, ragged or blurred 

❖ The mole is not evenly colored: may be brown with some black or patches of red or pink 

❖ The spot is larger than 6 millimeters across (about ¼ of an inch) 

❖ The spot is changing in size, shape or color.  

❖ Take a picture with your phone so you can see if the spot is changing (will also provide 

the date of the picture)  

• If any abnormal areas, have your Primary Care Provider check the spot and they may refer you to a 

dermatologist.  

Additional information can be found as you come in the church or at skincancer.org 

                

Father Paul and Christ Church fans cheering on Brandon Larue in his Bluefield Railbirds game on June 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 July 2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Independence 

Day 

5  
The Sixth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
The Seventh 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

Sunday School 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
5:30 ECW 

Salad Supper 

16  
9:00 Food 

Pantry 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
The Eight 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

20  
 

21  
10:30 DOK 

22  
Saint Mary 

Magdalene 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
James the 

Apostle 

 

9:30 – 1:00 

Mountain Lake 

– Youth Outing 

26  
The Ninth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost  
10:00 Holy 

Eucharist 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
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To our friends and family: 
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