CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy Eucharist
September 8, 2024

200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, WV 24701
(304) 327-6861

www.cecblf.org



http://www.cecblf.org/

Prelude

The people stand

The Processional Hymn Thou, whose alpighty word H 371
Welcome!

At this time, all children are invited to follow the cross and teachers to their classrooms.

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. BCP 355
Pegple Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. ~Awmen.

The people remain standing.
Hymn of Praise Now thank we all our God H 397

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The people remain standing.

Collect for the Day

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist
the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those
who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for

ever. Amen.

The people sit.



The First Lesson Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;

then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert;

the burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;

Lector The Word of the Lotd.
DPeople Thanks be to God!

The Psalm Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea

The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse

1.

2.

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as
I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help
in them.

. When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their

thoughts perish.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is
in the LORD their God;

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps
his promise for ever;

. Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who

hunger.

. The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
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8. The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; he
sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9. The LORD shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

Second Lesson James 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who 1s poor you say, “Stand there,”
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs
of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.[ For
the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not
murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be
judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone
who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.|

What good 1s it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do
not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God!




The people standing.

Hymn Blest are the pure in heart H 411
The Gospel Lesson Mark 7:24-37

Celebrant  'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Pegple Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of
her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it 1s not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir,
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her,
“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and
he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he
ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf
to hear and the mute to speak.”

Celebrant  'The Gospel of the Lord.
DPegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Paul Barker




The Nicene Creed
All stand as they are able and say together:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

BCP 358



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III BCP 387
The people may stand or kneel.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Sean, our Presiding Bishop-elect,
Matthew, our Bishop, for Paul our Priest, and for all bishops, priests, and
deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and S acraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

In our Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for those who suffer from
depression, anxiety, or any mental illness, for the end of any stigma associated
with them, and that we may all seek hope and help together.

We pray for all who are on our parish prayer list, and for any others that we
might now name, either silently or aloud

Pause
We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who have gone before
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us, and for any others that we might now name, either silently or aloud
Pause

We give thanks for all of the blessings of this life, for our family, friends and
loved ones, and for any other thanksgivings we might now name, either silently
or aloud.

Pause

The Celebrant concludes the prayers

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Awen.

The Confession BCP 360

The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Stilence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,



and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of God'’s love.

Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn Father, we thank thee who hast planted H 302

After the Offertory piece has been played the People stand as the gifts are brought forward and sing the familiar tune
of the “Old 100"”

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
The people remain standing

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

Pegple  And also with you.

Celebrant  Litt up your hearts.

Pegple  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Pegple It 1s right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks

to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You have filled us and
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all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit
you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #130
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ 1s risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
otfer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it 1s 1n heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant then breaks the Consecrated Bread and says
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

DPegple Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.

The Celebrant then presents the Sacrament to the People
The Gifts of God, for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited and
encouraged to receive the sacrament. Communion is distributed at the altar
rail. It is the tradition of this parish that 12 to 14 people at a time receive
communion at the altar rail, at which point all are dismissed together to return
to their seats and another group may move forward to the rail. Gluten free
wafers are available by asking the priest. If you do not wish to receive the
sacrament but would like to receive a blessing; please join us at the rail and
cross your arms over your chest. Depart through the doors at either side of the
rail, returning to your pew through the door by the reader’s lectern.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Should you prefer not to receive the physical elements of the Holy Communion, you are invited to read
the following in silent prayer:
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In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in

me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Communion Hymn Humbly I adore thee

Our Prayer after Communion
After Commmunion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
ot your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now 1into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing

The Dismissal
Celebrant  Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude
14
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The Altar Flowers are given today by
Dr. Ted and Katherine Lewis
for the greater Glory of God.

oC===>0

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor,
Joe Sanders, Bob Walk, Martha Linkous, Buck Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed
and Gladys Fortune, Jim and Chris Justice, Ivy and the Gaines Family, Fr. Russ
and Debbie Hatfield, Mary Lou, Brian, Don Harris, Ted and Katherine Lewis,
Brian, John and Becky Beckett, Jim Paine, Becky Steorts, Julie Blevins, John
and Sandy Moir, David Faber, Lane, Sherry, Scot, Max, Brad, Sandji, Joan, Mike
Boosier, Pam Spracher, Barry Dinger, Joel Hammond, Jim, Joan Gray, the
family of Eddie Hughes, Doug Truter, Beth Kane, Debbie H., Kimberly
Norriss, Mark, Donna Thompson-Whitehead, Liz, Joan, Dave, Mopsy Shott
Forbes, Allen, Everly Nowlin, Sandra, Felicia, I.eo Maial, Parker Anderson,
Riley Whitney, and Harold Brewster.

oC===>0

Following our service, we will have Coffee Hour hosted by Sheila Brooks
and Mary Catherine Williams. This is a time for us to have fellowship, share
our joys, learn ways we can pray for each other, and get to know one another
better. It is very much an extension of the communal feast we share in the
Holy Eucharist. Pease join us!

—_——— (=== e———————————————

Attendance Last Sunday: 31

Participants in Today’s Liturgy

Celebrant The Rev. Paul Barker
Organist & Choirmaster Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolyte Katherine Lewis
Lector Rob Merritt

Altar Guild Linda Ammar, Chris Justice
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Calendar of Events

Wednesday — September 11 Union Mission 4:00pm
Sunday — September 15 Christ Church 101 11:30am — 12:30pm
Canterbury Club at the Olson’s 6:00pm
Wednesday — September 18 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm
Vestry Meeting 7:00pm
Tuesday — September 20 DOK meeting 10:30am
Thursday — September 19 Food Pantry 9:00am — 11:00am
Sunday — September 22 Children’s Sunday School 10:05am — 10:40am
Wednesday — September 25 Union Mission 3:30pm
Sunday — September 29 Christ Church 101 11:30am — 12:30pm
Announcements:

Coffee Hour: A Coffee Hour host will be needed for September 15, 22. Please
sign up on the whiteboard located outside the library. Contact Mary Catherine
Williams at: (276-326-2411) or mkw(@dlwco.com if you have any questions.
Thank you for helping Christ Church in this important ministry.

Flower Watering: the week of September 8-14.

Canterbury Club: If you would like to host a Canterbury Club Sunday, please
select a month on the sign up sheet located in Narthex.

Institution of Rector: Fr. Paul will be formally installed as Rector of Christ
Episcopal Church on Tuesday, October 8" at 6:00pm. David’s Downtown will
be providing a catered dinner for the event. Please help us get a close
headcount by signing up on the sheet in the Narthex no later than Sunday,
September 29.

Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

The Rev. Paul Barker Priest
Mz. Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Ms. Gina Vescio Sexton
Mzrs. Becky Beckett Senior Warden

Mzt. Peter Richardson Junior Warden
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