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The people stand

The Processional Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty H 390
Welcome!
Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. EOW50

DPegple Glory to God forever and ever. Alleluia.

The Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. ~Amen.

The people remain standing.

Hvmn of Praise ~ How wondrous and great are thy works, God of praise!  H 533

The Collect for the Day

Celebrant The Lotrd be with you.
Peaple And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Collect for the Day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Exodus 14:19-31

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them

and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
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the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit
up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and
the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in
the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so
that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots
and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left.

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that

the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and
believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.



Lector The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God!

The Psalm Psalm 114 1n excitu Israel

The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse
1. Hallelujah!
When Israel came out of Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
2. Judah became God's sanctuary
and Israel his dominion.
3. The sea beheld it and fled;
Jordan turned and went back.
4. The mountains skipped like rams,
and the little hills like young sheep.
5. What ailed you, O sea, that you fled?
O Jordan, that you turned back?
6. You mountains, that you skipped like rams?
you little hills like young sheep?
7. Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8. Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

Second Lesson Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak
eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for

God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
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another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat
in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to outselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lotd's. For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. For it is written,

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
DPegple Thanks be to God!

The people standing.
Hymn O bless the Lord, my soul! H 411
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The Gospel Lesson Matthew 18:21-35

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Pegple Glory to you, Lord Christ

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”
Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning,
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
your” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord
Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ



Homily

The Nicene Creed
All stand as they are able

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
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He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Matthew, our Bishop, for Paul our Pastor, and for all bishops
priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and S acraments.

b

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

In our Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for those sutfering with substance
abuse disorder, both those in active addiction and those in recovery, along
with their families and the advocates who are in ministry with them.

We pray for all who are on our parish prayer list, and for any others that we
might now name, either silently or aloud

Pause



We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who have gone
before us, and for any others that we might now name, either silently or
aloud

Pause

We give thanks for all of the blessings of this life, for our family, friends and
loved ones, and for any other thanksgivings we might now name, either
silently or aloud.

Pause

The Celebrant concludes the prayers

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Awmen.

The Confession of Sin

The celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor
Stilence may be kept

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Deacon stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Peaple And also with you.

Announcements

The Holy Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

After the Offertory piece has been played the People stand as the gifts are brought forward and sing the familiar tune
of the “Old 100"

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us.

People and Deacon
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Deacon then presents the Sacrament to the People

The Gifts of God, for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Distribution of Holy Communion from Reserved Sacrament

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited and
encouraged to receive the sacrament. Communion is distributed at the altar
rail. It is the tradition of this parish that 12 to 14 people at a time receive
communion at the altar rail, at which point all are dismissed together to
return to their seats, and another group may move forward to the rail. Gluten
free wafers are available by asking the priest. If you do not wish to receive the
sacrament but would like to receive a blessing, please join us at the rail and
cross your arms over your chest. Depart through the doors at either side of
the rail, returning to your pew through the door by the reader’s lectern.

Our Praver after Communion
After Commmunion, the Deacon says

Let us pray.

Deacon and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recessional Hymn Now thank we all our God H 397

The Dismissal
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Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Birthdays this week: Jeff Yeager and Becky Beckett

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders,
Martha Linkous, Ed and Gladys Fortune, The Paine Family, Fr. Russ and
Debbie Hatfield, Mary Lou, Don Harris, Skot Wilson, Stan Kiser, The
Faulkner Family, Dee Puckett, Todd Taylor, The Taylor Family, Kathy
Burge, David Lindahl, Carolyn Ratcliffe, Felicia, Brad, Jerry and Debbie
Hickman, Fran Alba, Rob Roush, Mya, Frederick Williams, George, Mark,
Sandra, Dick, Betty Carol, Jim Crosby, Al and Kathi Marra, Christal Widener,

Rosemary.

Attendance Last Sunday: 40

i R
Following our service, we will have Cotfee Hour hosted by Rob and Mimi
Merritt. As summer’s warmth settles in and colorful blooms brighten every

path, we warmly welcome you into fellowship, prayer, joy, and community.
e

e :
The Altar Flowers are given today by
Dr. Ted and Katherine Lewts for the glory of God.

o T T2
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Participants in Today’s Liturgy

Celebrant The Rev. Brother Ray Escott
Organist Hon. Canon Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolyte Katherine Lewis
Lector Becky Kersey
Altar Guild Altar Guild Members

Calendar of Events

Sunday — September 13 Canterbury Club at the Beckett home 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday — September 15 DOK meeting 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday — September 16 Vestry Meeting 5:00 p.m.
Thursday — September 17 Food Pantry 9:00 — 11:00 a.m.
Announcements

’ Helping Hands: We invite a few helping hands to join in
%,¥§M@ caring for our Memorial Garden, a sacred space that thrives

through God’s goodness and the faithful stewardship of
volunteers like you. If you can spare a little time to water the flowers—no
gardening skills needed, just a willingness to keep things blooming, please
sigh up in the narthex for one or more weeks during the month of

September! This Week’s Watering Volunteer: Mary Catherine Williams.

Canterbury Club: The Canterbury Club will meet tonight at 6 PM casual
attire - hosted by Becky Beckett, Chris and Jim Justice, Nancy and

Chuck Stark. Location is the Beckett's home. Main dish will be provided,
please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Coffee Hour: A Coffee Hour host is needed for September 20™ and for
the month of October. Please sigh up on the whiteboard located outside

the library. If you have any questions, you may contact:
Darla Olson at: 304-634-5655 darlanolson(@outlook.com or
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Mary Catherine Williams at: 276-326-2411 mkw(@dlwco.com.
Thank you for your faithful support of this ministry at Christ Church.

September/October Collection for Food Pantry Recipients: Our Food
Pantry will be collecting socks.

Adult Education Bible Study: As part of Christ Church’s Adult Education,
a 10 week bible study is being offered this fall. We began on September 6 and
will continue through November 8, from 11:45-1:00. Participants will
independently work through the weekly lessons, then review them the
following Sunday in an open class forum, then view a teaching video
teaturing Jen Wilkin. Study books cost $20 each and are available in the
office.

Rector’s Discretionary Fund: The Sunday loose offerings (cash in the offertory
plate) will be designated for the Rector’s Discretionary Fund during the months of
September and October. Checks can also be made to Christ Church; memo-RDF.
Thank you, All, for your loving and generous support of this ministry.
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Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

The Rev. Paul Barker Rector
The Rev. Brother Ray Escott Deacon
Hon. Canon Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Mzts. Susanne Pulse Office Assistant
Mzr. Roger Harmon Sexton
Dr. Ted Lewis Senior Warden

Mzr. David Kersey Interim Junior Warden
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