
The Church Must Act 
 

E very fifteen minutes someone 
in the United States dies from 

an overdose.  West Virginia alone av-
erages three deaths every day from 
this evil epidemic.  For those of us in 
Southern West Virginia the news is so 
commonplace it barely evens registers 
in our minds anymore.  The people 
who are dying are not unfamiliar to 
many of us.  They are our sisters, brothers, parents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, friends, coworkers, or fellow church 
members.  The state of this crisis is so bad that the West 
Virginia Indigent Burial Fund, a program with a $2 mil-
lion budget to assist those who are unable to pay final 
expenses for a loved one, ran out of money only seven 
months into the fiscal year.  This epidemic is so bad we 
literally cannot even bury our own dead from it.  Perhaps, 
most tragically of all, is the sobering fact that more than 
half of all children born at our local hospital are born ad-
dicted to substances.  The opioid drug crisis in our area is 
so large we can no longer remain silent.   

Our world is broken—that’s nothing new.  As I have 
said before, it is the human condition to try and fill that 
“God shaped hole” in our hearts.  Some try to fill it by 
money; some try to fill it with possessions; some try to 
fill it with conquests or prestige.  Others try to pretend 
that hole doesn’t exist in their hearts, and still others try 
to drown the need with drugs.   

This world needs Jesus as much today as it did 2,000 
years ago when He walked this earth.  The world needs to 
hear His message and for that to happen we, as His fol-
lowers, must carry that message on our lips and with our 
lives.  We are called to be healers in this broken and sin-
sick place.  We are called to show this world a better way 
and to radiate the love of Christ so that all may come to 
know and love Him as our Lord and Savior.  

I believe that the Holy Spirit has been guiding us re-
cently into a deep and important ministry for our region.  
Over the past few months we have increased our mission 
and ministry with groups like the Fellowship Home.  The 
men living at the Fellowship Home have joined the 
Men’s Group for dinner; we routinely provide a dinner 
for these men at their residence as well.  Behind the 
scenes, so to speak, there have been several different 
overtures from outside church related groups and ideas 
locally that have focused on the scourge of substance 
abuse and drug addiction.  Many in this congregation are 
doing what they can to serve as the Body of Christ for 
those affected this terrible tragedy.  The Spirit is definite-
ly hovering over the troubled waters of our time.   

From this movement of the Holy Spirit a few new 
ministries are taking form in our midst.  These ministries 
are, literally, matters of life and death. 

The first relates to the sad outcome for many who are 
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unable to win the battle over addiction.  Those who are 
addicted to drugs often find themselves alone, shunned by 
family or friends or sometimes orphaned by the same dis-
ease.  When burials for one such as this occur, often taking 
place by burying ashes in a corner of a public cemetery, I 
will read the burial office.  If you are willing to travel to 
the cemetery with me please let me know.  The church 
should never let a soul go unprayed for or a body be laid 
to rest without proper burial.   

The second ministry relates to those who are entering 
our world with pain and suffering through no fault of their 
own.  As I said earlier, more than half of all the children 
born at Bluefield Regional Medical Center are born ad-
dicted to a controlled substance.  Babies born in this con-
dition almost immediately begin the symptoms of with-
drawal, just like any adult would.  It is not a pleasant sight 
and they generally require 10 to 14 days of intensive care 
and treatment.  Research has shown that human touch 
helps to reduce the severity of the terrible symptoms these 
children endure.  Christ Church, along with BRMC, will 
be starting a program where volunteers will rock these 
infants and provide some small measure of comfort in an 
otherwise horrific existence.  We are calling this the “Holy 
Innocents Project,” after those children who were killed by 
Herod’s command after the birth of Christ.  This will be 
no small project and will require a number of volunteers 
from our church and from the community to make it hap-
pen.  The exact details of how this project will be adminis-

(Continued on page 5) 

Rev. Chad Slater 



A note from your editor 
 

Articles that you submit are much appreciated.  But I am 
certain we are missing news because our members 

don’t think about telling us when good things happen in 
our families.  So please send us your articles for the 

May edition, even if the information is several months 
old.  My sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to 

The Rainbow this month.  Don Williams, editor 

Page 2 
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Our Prayers are offered 
 

For Healing and God's Presence for our 
members, and relatives and friends of 
our members:  
 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrec-
tion, we commend our  prayers for  
Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, Grace 
Litzenberg, Harold Paul, Zach Carter, Roy Abel, Jim Ma-
hood, Joe and Janice Sanders, Amanda, Velma Walker, 
Doug Thompson, Wanda Myers, Karen Hayes, Isaac 
Meade, Ann Richardson, and Betty Compton. We also 
pray for John Corbitt, Walter Layland and those unknown 
to us who have died. We pray that God will grant his 
peace to all who mourn. 
 

To list someone for addition to the Prayer List, please 
contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, or tele-
phone at (304) 327-6861.  Please note that the prayer list 
in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of every 
month.  If you want names to continue, please contact the 
church office. 

News from DoK 
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 18 

 

O ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland 
Chapter, will meet next at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 

April 18, in Hobson Library. Our Study will be on the Ho-
ly Spirit. 

We had four members present last month. 
Please contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-

2411 if you have questions or comments.  All women 
from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches 
are eligible for membership. 

Cartoon 

March 16 
Food Pantry report  
 

Grocery shoppers:  
Frank and Bernadette 
Dragotto & Fellowship 
Home 

Food Baggers:  Frank & Bernadette Dragotto & Fel-
lowship Home 

Bags prepared: 75 
Refreshments furnished by: Linda Thomas and Fr. 

Chad Slater 
Food Pantry volunteers:  Linda Thomas, Fr. Chad Slater, 

Betty Nash, Don Kersey, Tom Coughlan, Bobby Falls, 
John and Becky Beckett, Mimi Merritt, Kipp Cortez, and 
Mary Catherine Williams 

Kerosene vouchers awarded: 47 
 
PLEASE NOTE!! Food Pantry hours are now 9-11AM 

April altar flowers 
 

The following persons have 
graciously offered to donate 
altar flowers during the month 
of April: 
 
April 2:   Lent: No flowers 
April 9:   Palms given by Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hunter in 
                loving memory of Ann Hillier and Betsy Davis  
April 16: Mr. and Mrs. Peter Richardson   
April 23: Mr. and Mrs. Buck Sowers 
April 30: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dragotto 
 
We thank them for their kindness and generosity. 
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Evangelism:  The Lenten programs will focus 
on evangelism.  Advertising Easter services on Face-
book was discussed. 

Finance:  The Finance committee met with the 
Trustees to discuss financial transparency.   

 Outreach and vestry chaplain:  The Com-
munity Dinner will be June 22 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
parking lot by the Church.  It was suggested that we 

invite the neighboring 
Churches to participate.   
      Parish Life:  The Par-
ish Life Committee met 
and discussed the upcom-
ing Lenten dinners and the 
Easter Reception.  The 
Vestry will supply the 
food and wine for the East-
er Reception.  On June 4, 
2017, Pentecost Sunday, a 
birthday celebration will 
be held by having a birth-
day cake for each month. 
      Worship and Spiritu-
ality:  The services for  
the Easter season have 
been organized.   
      Rector’s Report:  Fa-
ther Chad will be the pas-
tor for the indigent burials 
in our area.  We will have 
a baptism on Easter Sun-
day.  There is money for 
the children to go to Peter-
kin Camps.  Lenten 
Lunches will be held at 1st 
Presbyterian Church.  A 
youth group from Texas 
will be cleaning out St. 
Lukes Episcopal Church in 

Welch. 
New Business: Marc Meachum made a motion 

to approve the Parochial Report.  It was seconded by 
David Hardin.  The Vestry approved the Parochial 
Report. 

Old Business:  The review of the Mission 
Statement has been tabled. 

 
There being no further business, Father Chad dis-

missed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, Susanne Pulse, Secretary 

Christ Episcopal Church 
Draft Vestry Minutes 
March 8, 2017 
 
Present: David Hardin, Linda Ammar, Marc 

Meachum, Dee Puckett, Teresa Paine, 
Mary Catherine Williams, Susanne Pulse, 
Rev. Chad Slater, and Frank Dragotto, 
Treasurer. 

 
The March meeting of 

the Christ Episcopal 
Church Vestry was called 
to order on March 8, 2017 
by David Hardin who de-
clared a quorum. 

Linda Ammar led the 
Vestry in a short devotion.   

The minutes of the 
February meeting were 
passed on a motion made 
by Mary Catherine Wil-
liams and seconded by 
Marc Meachum.  

The treasurer’s r epor t 
was given by Frank 
Dragotto.  A change to the 
financial reports were dis-
cussed.  It will show the 
budget for the year.  Lin-
da Ammar made a motion 
to approve the financial 
report.  It was seconded 
by Marc Meachum. 

Senior Warden’s Re-
port:  All committees 
must meet before April 
30, 2017. 

Junior Warden’s Re-
port:  The glass purchased 
for the handicapped doors is too large.  It will have to 
be cut down.  The roof has been patched.  It is not a 
permanent fix. 

Communications:  Three (3) patrons have 
signed up to sponsor note cards.  Two more are need-
ed.  A new sign for Duhring Street was discussed.  
We will check with the Opportunity Workshop in 
Princeton for the cost to replace the sign.   

Christian Education:  Volunteers are needed 
for Sunday School.  Limiting Sunday School to two 
weeks a month is a possibility.  The children in Sun-
day School will continue to work on service projects. 
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A variety of young musical talent was showcased 
during the Celebrate Youth concert at First Christian 
Church in Bluefield Sunday evening, March 19. The tal-
ent varied from the viola to the piano. Accompanied by 
Kevin Matheson, right, John Allen (Christ Church aco-
lyte) plays ‘Gavotte from the Fifth Cello Suite BWV 
1011’ by Johann Sebastian Bach during the event. John 
is the son of Joe and Alice Allen and the brother of Wil-
liam. 

Bluefield Daily Telegraph 

Parish Life report 
Mary Catherine Williams, Chairperson 
 

I  want to bring everyone up to 
date with what your Parish Life 

Commission has been doing. 
We have been busy with the Lenten 

Dinners on Wednesdays during March.  
We had to cancel one Wednesday be-
cause of weather.  Coming on April 
13th (Maundy Thursday) we will be having our annual 
Seder Meal, followed by our regular meal.  We do need to 
receive reservations by Palm Sunday, April 9th.  A sign-
up sheet is located on the railing in the narthex. 

The Bluefield Ministerial Association will host Holy 
Week services and luncheon April 10-14 at First United 
Methodist Church in Bluefield, Virginia.  Our church has 
been asked to provide two desserts, two salads, two gal-
lons of lemonade and two workers.  Please contact me if 
you are interested in this community ministry. 

Your vestry will be hosting an Easter reception on 
Easter.  For the future we are discussing having some 
bowling parties.  Mark your calendar for a Pentecost birth-
day party on June 4th.  Our plans are to have a birthday 
cake for each month.  More information will be presented 
as the time approaches. 

Our annual church picnic will be on August 20th. It 
will be at Bluefield City park at Shelter #1. 

I want to thank everyone who has signed up to be a 
part of this ministry.  We could not do this without your 
help. 

Think about signing up to host a Canterbury Club.  
There’s a signup sheet on the narthex railing. 

If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, there is a 
sign-up board in the coffee area.  If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at 276-326-2411 or 
Email mkw@dlwco.com.  This is a very important minis-
try for your church. 

ELBOW GREASE and HEARTS ON FIRE 
By Dee Puckett, Building and Grounds Chair 
 

B uilt in 1921, Christ Episcopal Church 
remains a beautiful structure in our 

community.  A building almost 100 years old 
cannot remain such a beauty without the care and 
attention of many.  We are fortunate to have a 
dependable sexton and many volunteers who 
routinely offer assistance with various building needs.   

There are always projects and improvements that can be 
completed.  The Building and Grounds Committee will host 
Church Work Days in May.  All who are able are encouraged to 
arrive at the church on Saturday, May 6th and perhaps again on 
Saturday, May 20th. We will plan to begin at 9 a.m. but wel-
come everyone throughout the morning.  Dress in your comfort-
able work clothes and join us as we work together to “spruce 
up” our magnificent building.  Please bring paint brushes and 
available tools to help with the projects.   

When we work together much can be accomplished. 
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Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday-April 13 

 Footwashing Service 5:30 p.m. 
 Christian Seder Meal 6:00 p.m. 

Good Friday-April 14 
 Stations of  the Cross 12:00 p.m. 
 Eucharistic Vigil         12 – 3 p.m. 
 Solemnity    6:00 p.m. 

tered are being worked out over the coming few weeks.  If  
(Must Act Continued from page 1) 
 

you are willing to assist in this important ministry, please  
let me know as soon as possible.   

Endeavors such as these are crucial if we are to be 
people living the Gospel message with our lives.  The 
Easter season that is fast approaching us reminds us that 
we are Easter People—people unafraid of the work we 
have been given to do and empowered to boldly proclaim 
the Resurrection with our actions.  Let us live lives as 
faithful witnesses to Christ our Lord.  Let us face the 
plague that surrounds our home and overshadows our 
community.  Let us be Easter People freed from fear and 
willing to sacrifice to provide the ministry we have been 
called to. 

Acts 10:38 describes Jesus as, “doing good and heal-
ing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him.”  Will not God be with us as we serve Him?  Work-
ing with those who suffer from addiction is not pretty.  It 
can be painful, dirty, and downright heartbreaking.  
Through whatever may come with these ministries, or any 
others that the Spirit may call upon us to pursue, God will 
be with us.  This is a ministry toward precious children of 
God, and if children of God, then our own brothers and 
sisters.   

I would ask your prayers for these ministries, the work 
of the Fellowship Home, the Four Seasons Recovery Cen-
ter here in Bluefield, and for all those who minister to the 
sick, the friendless, and the needy.  Please pray that we 
may discern the will of the Holy Spirit and that God’s 
Kingdom may be glorified by our ministry.  Above all, 
please pray for those who are held in the sway of addic-
tion.   

 

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you:  
Look with compassion upon all who through addiction 

have lost their health and freedom.  Restore to them the as-
surance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the 
fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of their 
recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient un-
derstanding and persevering love Amen. 

 BCP, page 831. 
 
And then, after you’ve prayed, act.  Prayer, without 

action is just talking to yourself.   

Submitted by Bishop Klusmeyer: 
 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run, 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head. 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
with every morning sacrifice. 

 

3 People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 

 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 

 

5 Let every creature rise and bring 
the highest honors to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen. 

  

Psalter Hymnal, (Gray) 
 

To know Christ and to make Christ known. 

Directions:   
Cream butter, cheese, and sugar until light and fluffy.  Add 
salt and vanilla. Then ad eggs, one at a time, beating each one; 
stir in flour.  Grease and flour 10” tube pan. Bake cake at 325o 
for 1-1/2 hours. 
 
Submitted by Peggy Foster 

April 1, 2017 

The Rainbow Recipe of the Month 
From Bluefield Centennial Cookbook (1989) 
Cream Cheese Pound Cake 

3 sticks butter or margarine 
8 oz. cream cheese 
3 c. sugar 
1/4 tsp salt 

1 1/2 tsp vanilla 
3 c. flour (regular) 
6 extra large eggs 

Ingredients: 

Editor’s note:  The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular 
feature in The Rainbow.  Please submit your recipe for consid-
eration. Bring it to the church  
office or E-mail to 
editor@cecblf.org 

Don Williams, Editor 
412 Ridgeway Drive 
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630 



Prayer for a sense of humor 
(Submitted by Bp. Klusmeyer) 
 
Give us a sense of humor, Lord, 
     and also things to laugh about. 
Give  us grace to take a joke against our-
selves, 
     and see the funny side of the things we do. 
Save us from annoyance, bad temper, 
     resentfulness against our friends. 
Help us to laugh 
     even in the face of trouble. 
Fill our minds with the love of Jesus; 
     for His Name's sake.  
 
Amen         (A G Bullivant) 
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Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen, and you, a death, are annihilated! 
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! 

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! 

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead! 
for Christ having risen from the dead, 

is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen! 

 
The Lord is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
NOTE: this was copied from the April Rainbow from 2007, ten years ago. 

From The Rainbow, April 1997 (20 years ago): 
 
Acolytes past and present are making news 
 

O ne of Christ Church’s acolytes 
is heading “to the land down-

under”!  Acolyte Captain Kray Davis 
will travel in June to Lithgow, NSW, 
Australia as part of the Bluefield Rota-
ry’s Student Exchange Program.  Kray’s 
counterparty in the program will travel 
to Bluefield in the Fall. 

School will be in session for one week when Kray 
arrives, so the workload should be very relaxing.  She is 
unsure with whom she will be staying.  Look for a follow-
up article in next month’s Rainbow. 

Kray is very active as a senior at Bluefield High 
School, and was named Student of the Month recently.  
She is also very involved at Christ Church.  She plans to 
attend Virginia Tech in the Fall to study engineering.  
Kray is the daughter of Betsy and Bill Davis, and grand-
daughter of Mrs. Ann Hillier.  The entire parish wishes 
Kray the bon voyage! 

 
NOTE: Dr. Kray Davis Luxbacher earned a Ph.D. at Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University in 2008 and is now an Associate 
Professor and Associate Department Head, Department of Mining and 
Minerals Engineering at Virginia Tech. 

How is the date of Palm Sunday determined each year? 
 

Every year, Palm Sunday falls on the Sunday before 
Easter. Easter is determined by establishing the date of 
the first full moon on or after the spring equinox and 
choosing the first Sunday that occurs after that full moon. 

In 2016, the first full moon after the spring equinox 
was predicted to occur on Wednesday, March 23. There-
fore, Easter was scheduled to occur on Sunday, March 
27. In consequence, Palm Sunday was scheduled to occur 
on Sunday, March 20. The dates for Easter Sunday and 
Palm Sunday are fixed for several years in advance be-
cause of the predictability of moon phases. 



       

      Sat 

Sunday Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 

2 Lent 5  
9:00 Senior Class 

9:45 Beginner and Junior Class 
10:00 Holy Eucharist 

Followed by coffee hour  
Outreach Committee meeting 

Choir practice afterwards 

3 
Office open by 
appointment 

4 5      8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist in Saint 

Margaret’s Chapel 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Lenten Dinner Series 
Sharing the Gospel  

in Rowley Hall 
Bring a dish to share! 

6 7 
Office 
Closed 

8 

9 Palm Sunday 
9:00 Senior Class 

9:45 Beginner and Junior class 
10:00 Holy Eucharist 

Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

10 
Office open by 
appointment 

11 
 

12      8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist in Saint 

Margaret’s Chapel 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Men’s Dinner 
In Rowley Hall 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Vestry Meeting 

in Hobson Library 

13  

Maundy 
Thursday 

 

See page 5 
for 

Service 
times 

14  
 

Good 
Friday  

 

See page 
5 for 

Service 
times 

 

  
Holy 

Saturday  

16 Easter Sunday 
No Sunday School 

10:00 Festival Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour sponsored 

by your vestry members 
Choir practice afterwards 

17  
May 

      Rainbow 
      Deadline 
 

Office open by 
appointment 

18 
 
10:30  
DoK Meeting 

in Hobson 
Library 

19      20 
9-11 a.m. 

Food Pantry 

21  
Office 
Closed 

22    

23 Easter 2 
9:00 Senior Class 

9:45 Beginner and Junior class 
10:00 Holy Eucharist 

Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

24  
Office open by 
appointment 

25 Saint 
Mark the 

Evangelist 

26    4:30 p.m. 
Bluefield Union Mission 

Volunteers 

27 28 
Office 
Closed 

29 

30 Easter 3 
No Sunday School 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

      

Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday 
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Alice Allen 
Shanley Paine 
Cici Dyer 
Jim Paine 
Cameron Clement 
Beka Steorts 

1 
6 

13 
13 
14 
15 

Tom Coughlan 
Staci Thomas 
Clay Sudduth 
Dorene Dimes 
Zachary Toohey 
Paul Broyles, Jr. 

20 
24 
25 
27 
28 
30 

Phil Mahood 
Betty Nash 
Jeffrey Brannon 
Macon Clement 
Will Puckett 

16 
16 
17 
18 
18 

2017 

If your birthday is not in our database, 
please contact Don Williams at 

276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org 

NOTE: If you have information for a Sunday service 
bulletin, please remember that the church office needs it by 

Tuesday if possible.  Please send an E-mail with your 
information to secretary@cecblf.org or call 304-327-6861. 

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed 
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com, 

276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell). 

Church Work Day this 
coming Saturday, May 6 
(see article on page 4) 
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Christ Episcopal Church will live, 
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The joy of Christian discipleship 
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