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Davy Crockett famously remarked before his ill-fated venture to what would become the Lone Star State, “You may all go
to hell and I will go to Texas.” After having
spent 11 days in Austin for the General Convention of the Episcopal Church I can assure
you that, in so far as temperature is concerned, there is little difference between hell
and Texas.
100° temperatures aside, I was honored
Fr. Chad Slater
to be one of the four clergy deputies to the
79th General Convention of the Church.
Four clergy deputies from each diocese and four lay deputies
from each diocese are elected at each respective Diocesan Convention—making for a total of 880 deputies. Each diocese then
sends at least one clergy and one lay alternate in case a deputy
cannot be on the voting floor at all times. These elected individuals make up the House of Deputies which sits in a bicameral
fashion with the House of Bishops, comprised of all Bishops
currently holding jurisdiction as well as all those who are retired.
Just like any other legislature, for a resolution to pass it must
receive a majority vote in each house.
The General Convention (or GC) is held every three years,
with the first Convention being held in Philadelphia in 1785.
The GC is the official legislative body of the church and serves
as a sort of “Annual Meeting” for the Episcopal Church. The
GC approves the triennial budget for the church, affirms our
common worship, and sets priorities for the church. In the intervening years between conventions the Presiding Bishop and the
Executive Council (which essentially serves as a Vestry for the
denomination) set in the motion the actions of the General Convention.
At Convention the Church approved a budget of $139 million for the next three years. That’s a lot of money, but the Episcopal Church does a lot of things around the world. That money
will be used for things as far off as financing the Anglican
Church of South Sudan’s peace talks to end the civil war in that
country, sending missionaries to Central and South America, and
medical aid around the globe as well as programs near to home
such as treatment centers for opioid abuse, foster care homes,
scholarships, new church plants, and funding evangelism initiatives. Most interestingly, the budget we passed is a balanced
one, meaning there is no anticipation of dipping into our financial reserves to accomplish all these tasks.
One of the biggest topics at Convention was the issue of the
Prayer Book. After a long debate whose heat and intensity rivaled the temperatures outside, the House of Deputies voted by a
majority of 2 to 1 to authorize a comprehensive revision of the
Book of Common Prayer and authorized $1.9 million over the
next three years to fund the beginning stages of this revision (for
those curious, the entire West Virginia deputation voted “No” on
the matter). The House of Bishops refused to even take up the
matter. Instead, the Bishops offered resolutions authorizing trial
liturgies that have been available for some time to be used on
Sunday mornings (previously they were not permitted for use at
the “principle” worship service), permitting churches to replace
male gendered pronouns for God the Father with simply “God,”
and establishing the 1979 BCP as “the” Prayer Book of the
Church. These were passed in the House of Deputies and adopted.
The Episcopal Church in Cuba, or the Iglesia Episcopal de
Cuba, was brought back into the Episcopal Church at this convention as a diocese in its own right. The diocese was expelled
from the Episcopal Church in 1966 due to political pressure at
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the time. The Episcopal Church there was heavily persecuted
during the Castro regime and the resolution GC passed expressed our regret at abandoning them. With Cuba there are
now officially 111 dioceses of the Episcopal Church.
Perhaps the action that gained the most attention in the news
was our adoption of new rules governing marriage rites in the
church. The Episcopal Church has permitted the blessing of
same gender unions for many years now, pursuant to permission
by the Diocesan Bishop. Three years ago the church permitted
the use of a trial liturgy for the marriage of same gender couples—whether or not this is an issue of semantics or substance is
debatable—but again only in diocese where the Bishop would
permit it. The resolution passed by convention by a vote of 90%
to 10% creates an avenue for progressive congregations and clergy in conservative dioceses (there are only 8 who do not presently permit same sex marriages) to provide the sacrament to couples in their care while acknowledging the Bishop’s opposition.
This would be done by permitted the Bishop to release “pastoral
oversight” but not “jurisdictional oversight” for a congregation
or clergy person to another Bishop—essentially allowing the
Bishop wash their hands of the situation. I’m not sure this will
work out as well as many people seem to believe it will, but time
will tell. In the meantime, I’ve seen this story in the news in
several places none of which actually reported what the resolution did correctly. Go figure.
One thing many Episcopalians don’t realize is that our
church covers more than just the United States. Our 111 dioceses cover the US, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Columbia,
(Continued on page 4)
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July 16 Food Pantry report
❑ Grocery shoppers: Betty Nash, Don Kersey
❑ Food baggers: Food bags prepared: Approximately 100
❑ Food bags given
out: 61

❑ Refreshments

News from DoK

Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 21

furnished: By
Linda Thomas,
Carol & John
Georgis
❑ Special gifts for
the month:
None
❑ Kerosene
vouchers given
out: None

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland Chapter, will meet Tuesday, August 21 at 10:30 a.m. in
Hobson Library.
Over the next couple of months we will be finishing up our
study of what happens when women pray. So review chapters
11 and 12. We had 6 members present in July.
Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 if you
have questions or comments. All women from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches are eligible for membership.
Fall study: We will begin a study of Women of the Old
Testament. This will include Women in the Apocrypha. Start
your research and we will put all of the names in a hat or bowl.
We will all draw names and discuss these women at our meeting
in the fall.

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for our members,
and relatives and friends of our members: For Healing and God's Presence for our members,
and relatives and friends of our members:
Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Bonnie Taylor,
Joe Sanders, Marlene, Lee Puckett, Sr., Phyllis &
Nelson Walker, Linda, Valerie Mahood, Sierra,
Alex B., Toni R., Linda Sydeski, Ragen, Jared
Cregger, Kerrigan Farmer, Lindsey Parsley, Mike, Daisy
Bowman, Ellie Spencer, Sue , Godwin, Mabeline & Elton
Robinson, Ann Richardson, John Richardson, Sherry Mitchell, Carrie D., Dorothy Curry, Lorraine Keffer, Sharon Cranfill, and Margie Hardin.

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our prayers for the families of those unknown to
us who have died. We pray that God will grant his peace
to all who mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List,
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org,
or telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the
prayer list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of
every month. If you want names to continue, please
contact the church office.

Stitch Nite Thursday nights from
6-8 pm at Bluefield Yarn Shop.
Attended by Episcopalians Susanne
Pulse, Jennifer
Slater, Mary Catherine Williams,
and Wanda Myers.

Directory will be published in August
f you have not yet turned in your directory quesI
tionnaire, please do so ASAP so we can finalize
the directory for publication. Leave it at the church office

Tuesday through Thursday from 9-2 or at the church on
Sunday. If you need a copy of the questionnaire, please pick one up from the office or
the narthex, or let me know and we can mail
one to you.
If your information in the directory is incorrect, it will be unfortunate. I cannot guess
at your information.
Do you like the pictures that we have on file? If so,
that’s great! However, if you do not like your portrait(s),
please contact me with a photo you like or ask me to take
a new one.
Thanks, Don Williams dlw@dlwco.com

August altar flowers
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

David Hardin for loved ones
Rebecca and Paul Broyles for loved ones
Jennifer and Chad Slater for loved ones
Debbie and Dave Faber for loved ones
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David Kersey came to the front of the nave on July 1 to
congratulate Father Chad on his fifth anniversary at Christ
Church with heartfelt and glowing comments.

Coffee hour

These Chancel
Rail flowers
were given by
the Vestry on
Sunday, July 1 in
honor of the Rev.
Chad Slater’s 5
years at Christ
Church.

The red doors in the Episcopal Church
represent that beyond the doors is Holy and
anyone who goes through them is safe from
physical and spiritual harm.

This beautiful place setting is available while they last.
Please contact the Christ Church office
at 304-327-6861 or Email secretary@cecblf.org
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(Fr. Chad, Continued from page 1)

Mary Catherine Williams, Patty Richardson, Becky Beckett, and
Don Williams at the “Episcopal Corner” in The Last Fountain in
Bluefield, VA.

Next ECW Dinner announced
The next ECW Dinner will be in Rowley Hall August 29
at 5:30 p.m. Donations to cover the meal accepted.
Program to be announced.

Venezuela, Ecuador, Taiwan, ex-pat churches in Europe, Puerto
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Our largest diocese is Haiti.
Large number of Sioux, Inuit, and Navaho Native Americans
are Episcopalians due to our church’s missionary efforts in the
19th century. Throughout all the holy business conducted during the time of General Convention there was a spirit of unity
through diversity. During our daily worship services we heard
the Scriptures read in English, Haitian Creole, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, Inuit, and others. At each Eucharist we were asked
to “pray in the language of our hearts.” You could feel that
Pentecost spirit when, with 3,000 people you recited the Lord’s
Prayer with a cacophony of languages all around you. I would
be lying if I said I didn’t get chill bumps just remembering the
sound.
This has been a lengthy letter, and certainly filled with
business details instead of devotional notes. Though, to be
honest, when we conduct the business of the church with prayer
and intentionality we can truly find ourselves drawn closer to
God. The work of God requires the faithful administration of
those treasures and resources entrusted to our care. Holy business for holy work in the name of our loving God. I am more
convinced than ever that the Episcopal Church seeks to fervently proclaim the Gospel message and that we should be proud to
call ourselves, “the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement.”
Thank you for your prayers while I was gone, both on my behalf and for the work we undertook. I pray that the decisions
we made in Austin may all be for God’s greater glory.
In Christ, Father Chad

Banner placed at St. Mary’s beginning on
Pentecost Sunday

Reminder: Church Periodical Club (CPC)
and United Thank Offering (UTO)

W

hite CPC and blue UTO
boxes are available on
the usher’s table in the
Christ Church narthex. When your
boxes are full, they can be emptied
into appropriate containers in the Parish Administrator’s office. You can
still use the same box over again.
There is a CPC box in Hobson
Library for CPC donations. There is
also a UTO Box there. Please empty
your pocket of loose change. These collections will be
taken to the Diocesan Convention October 19-20. Boxes
are available in the narthex and should be turned in by
October 1.
The diocesan coordinator for CPC is Debbie Ventura
and for UTO is Becky Szabo.

The West Virginia deputation
at General Convention

Parish Life

By Mary Catherine Williams

O

ur next Canterbury Club will be at
the home of Peter and Patty Richardson at 6:00 p.m. on August 19. Their home is
at 117 West Cumberland Road. So bring your
favorite dish or dessert, and adult beverage. Dress casually, come one, come all and bring friends!!!
If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year,
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex (front hall).
Please sign up early to get the date you want!
Contact Mary Catherine Williams for information:
276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
1
2
3
Sunday
5 Pentecost 11

9:30 Junior Sunday School class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

6

The
Transfiguration
of our Lord
Jesus Christ

Office
Closed

Tuesday

Monday

8

7

Saturday
4

7:00 p.m.
Vestry meeting
in Hobson library

9

10

Office
Closed

11

Office open by
appointment

12 Pentecost 12

13

19 Pentecost 13

20

9:30 Junior Sunday School class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Food Pantry bagging afterwards

9:30 Junior Sunday School class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

Office open by
appointment

6:00 Canterbury Club
with Peter and Patty
Richardson, 117 W.
Cumberland Rd.

26 Pentecost 14

9:30 Junior Sunday School class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

September
Rainbow
deadline

14

15 Saint Mary 16

17

21

22

24 Saint

7:00
Vestry
meeting in
Hobson
Library

10:30 DoK
in Hobson Library

Office open by
appointment

27

Office open by
appointment

28

the Virgin,
mother of our
Lord Jesus
Christ

9-11 am
Food Pantry

23

5:30 ECW
Dinner in
Rowley Hall

18

25

Bartholomew
the Apostle

4:30 prepare
Dinner at the
Bluefield
Union Mission

29

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

30

31
Office
Closed

2018
If your birthday is not in our database, please
contact Don Williams at 276-326-3338
or editor@cecblf.org

3
3
4
6
10

Michelle Parks
Sue Troutner
Bryce Wimmer
Kyle Kersey
Stan Kiser

12
17
18
19
23

Emma Bennett
Luke Beemer
Bea Paine
Scott Meachum
Susanne Pulse

REMINDER:

If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, there
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please sign up early to
get the date you want! Contact Mary Catherine Williams for
information: 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com

25
29
29
31
31

Mary Lynne Williams
Dee Puckett
I.V. Sudduth
Delia Kersey
Peyton Wimmer

Christ Episcopal Church
200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To our friends and family:

Our mission statement:
Christ Episcopal Church will live,
Celebrate, teach and radiate
The joy of Christian discipleship

Parish Staff
the Rev. Chad Slater, Rector
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster
Emma Bennett, Parish Administrator
Vanessa Hall, Sexton
Phones: 304-327-6861
No Fax—Send us an E-mail
Email:
secretary@cecblf.org

The Rainbow Editorial Staff
Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman
Don Williams, Editor
Website:
www.ChristChurchBluefield.org
Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org

We are located in
Downtown Bluefield
West Virginia

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month. Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month.

