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Morning Prayer for Sunday, November 8, 2020
The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Proper XXVII of the Church Year

Opening Sentences
Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy,
"I dwell in the high and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart
of the contrite."
Isaiah 57:15
Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind
to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and
mercy.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
Lord, open our lips.
People
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
Jubilate
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
Psalm 78:1-7

Psalm 100

Attendite, popule

1. Hear my teaching, O my people; incline your ears to the words of my
mouth.
2. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the mysteries of ancient
times.
3. That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told
us, we will not hide from their children.

4. We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the
power of the Lord, and the wonderful works he has done.
5. He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, which he
commanded them to teach their children;
6. That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn;
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7. So that they might put their trust in God, and not forget the deeds of
God, but keep his commandments;
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
A Reading from Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says
the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your
ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham
and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates
and served other gods. Then I took your
father Abraham from beyond the River
and led him through all the land of Canaan
and made his offspring many.
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;
put away the gods that your ancestors
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or
the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you are living; but as for me and my Joshua and the Israelite People, artist
unknown. Carolingian miniature, c. 840
household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake
the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and
our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and
who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that
we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and
the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a
holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or
your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn
and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the
people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the
people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord,
to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away
the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the
God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve,
and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day,
and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
Here ends the Reading.
Canticle 10
The Second Song of Isaiah
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;
call upon him when he draws near.
Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the evil ones their thoughts;
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion,
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens
and return not again, but water the earth,
Bringing forth life and giving growth,
seed for sowing and bread for eating,

Isaiah 55:6-11

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;
it will not return to me empty;
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed,
and prosper in that for which I sent it.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the
sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Here ends the reading.
Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they
took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly
I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.”
Here ends the reading.

The Foolish Virgins, by James Tissot. 1894. Brooklyn Museum of Art.

Homily

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Suffrages “B”
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
The Collect of the Day
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life:
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that,
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for Times of Great Sickness and Mortality
O Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee
unto thee for succour. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means
made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain
our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (from the 1928 BCP)
Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace:
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the
honor of your Name. Amen.
Collect for Veteran’s Day
Gracious God, we give thanks for military men and women, both from the
past and present, and for their courageous service and sacrifice to our
country and its people to secure the blessings of life, liberty, and justice for
all. May our remembrance be a timely reminder that our freedom was
purchased at high cost, and should not be taken for granted. Give us resolve
to labor in faithful service to you until all share the benefits of freedom,
justice, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Concluding Versicles
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21
The Altar Flowers are given today by
Peter and Patricia Taylor in memory of Dr. and Mrs. J. Brookins Taylor and
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hale.

Birthdays This Week: Frank Dragotto, The Rev. Russ Hatfield, Kathy
Burge, Rob Merritt.
Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie
Taylor, Joe Sanders, Lee Puckett, Sr., Mabeline & Elton Robinson, Bea
Paine, Lynn Burney, Marilyn Denney, Donna Fortune, Bob and Peggy Walk,
Susan Jewell, John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Kelly
Cox, Maxine Stevenson, Dean Farmer, Haddon Lazenby, Jack Burchette,
Nick, JL, Cis Barrett, Kathy, Patsy Arnold, Randy Snider, Lane, Loraine,
Sherry, Margarette Joplin, Scott Rust, Emily Broome and her son Randy,
David, Cady, Martin, Marion Lowe, Margaret Westfall, Harry, Ben Rose
Calendar of Events
Wednesdays in November
Wednesday – November 18
Thursday – November 19

Online Bible Study (Zoom) 10:30am
Vestry Meeting 7:00pm
Food Pantry 9:00am – 11:00am

Announcements:
Online Bible Study: Join us on Wednesday’s at 10:30 am for Bible study via
Zoom. A link to the Zoom meeting is included in each week’s email. A link
to a tutorial on how to use Zoom, if you are new to it, is available in the
email as well. For more information please see Fr. Chad.
Masks: We are still accepting masks to give to church members who would
like to attend services but do not have one. If you would like to contribute,
please see Fr. Chad.
Special Prayer: If you’d like to send Dorene a card of encouragement and let
her know you’re praying for her, please address it to: Ms. Dorene Dimes –
Mercer Nursing & Rehab Center - 1275 Southview Dr. – Rm. A10B,
Bluefield, WV 24701.
Cyber Sunday School: While Sunday School is not able to meet in person for
many churches, we would like to extend the opportunity to all families to
enroll in our Cyber Sunday School program. This weekly video will offer
Bible stories and lessons for children ages 4 through 11 (and all who are

children at heart). This is an ecumenical program that we hope will be a
benefit for Christians of all traditions. There is no cost. Please email
info@cecblf.org to provide your email address for the link to be sent to and
the first name of the child or children who will be participating. Thank you.
2020 Stewardship Program: This year’s theme is “Hope Grows Here”.
Estimates of Gifts and Tithes cards will be collected in the month of
November. Cards may be mailed to the church office.
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