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A Festival Holy Eucharist for the
Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
commonly called

Christmas Day

The Proclamation of the Birth of Christ
The Liturgy of the Word
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant then says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been
born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with
you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.

Isaiah 52:7-10

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Psalm
Psalm 98
Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world
and the peoples with equity.
Said together

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Second Lesson
Hebrews 1:1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say,
"You are my Son; today I have begotten you"?
Or again,
"I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
"Let all God's angels worship him."
Of the angels he says,
"He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire."
But of the Son he says,
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."
And,
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end."
The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lesson

John 1:1-14

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning
was the Word, and
the Word was with
God, and the Word
was God. He was in
the beginning with
God. All things came
into being through
him, and without him
not one thing came
into being. What has
come into being in
him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

the Very Rev. Chad Slater

The Nicene Creed

Written about 325 AD, this is the ancient statement of our faith. Please

stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, commanded us to pray for
one another. Let us therefore pray for God’s people everywhere, according to
their needs.
O God, on this holy day, we celebrate your birth among us as a human child.
We celebrate alongside Mary and Joseph, who through their everyday work of
parenting became part of your story of salvation. We thank you for their
example of life, word, and witness.
On the first Christmas, there was no room in the inn. Protect with your love
those in our community who have no home this day. We pray especially for
homeless families with children, who bear the fragility of new life in hard and
anxious times.
The Messiah came with the sign of a star shining in the night piercing the dark
veil of our fallen world. Bring light to those who are suffering from sickness,
who endure pain in mind or body, especially those who are spending Christmas
in the hospital or away from their families.
Jesus was born in a stable, surrounded by the animals, he came as a Saviour
for all creation. Bring healing and peace to our relationship with the earth.
Renew our sense of the holy, and give us wisdom to treat the world with
respect and care.
The angels came with a message of good news in a troubled time. We need
your good news in the troubled parts of our lives, with family ties that are
strained or broken. We need your good news in our war-filled world, to bring
to peace your children broken and divided by sin.
The shepherds were commissioned to spread tidings of great joy, a joy that can
reach even those sitting in the shadow of death. At this holiday time, we
remember those we love who have died. We know that in your grace they too
are part of this choir of praise. We join our voices with them and with the
hosts of heaven, in praising you now and forever.
Hear us, O Lord, as we pray all these things through the name of Him who
came as Light into the darkness of this world, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Confession & Absolution

We confess our sins and are reassured of our pardon

The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

We share the joy of the Good News!

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

Information for the good of the parish is shared at this time.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist, sometimes called the Mass
Offertory
I Wonder as I Wander
Eucharistic Prayer “D”
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you
alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time
and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things
and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of
your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day;
and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.
Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim
you, and glorify your Name, as we sing (say),
Celebrant and People

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole
world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule
and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you
did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our
help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us
into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the
good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill
your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed
death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died
and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe,
to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification
of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end;
at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling
Christ's death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection
and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to
you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to
be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and
one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed
by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in
peace.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose
faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
St. Margaret, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are
yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and
ever. AMEN.
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Officiant
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Celebrant

The receipt of the bread and wine, which is the body and the blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, is an outward and
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. In as much as you would like to
partake of this holy food, the spiritual grace provided by the same is supplied
to you.
Let us pray.
In union, O Lord, with your faithful
people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being
celebrated. I desire to offer to you praise
and thanksgiving. I remember your
death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in
glory. And since I cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and
Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually
into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen
me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let
me never be separated from you. May I
live in you, and you in me, in this life and
in the life to come. Amen.

Our Prayer after Communion
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you
in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with
the light of his holiness.
Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to
heaven, give you his peace and favor.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.
The Dismissal
We are dismissed from this gathering to go into the world to spread the Good
News and the love of Christ!
We respond to this instruction with: Thanks be to God!

The Altar Flowers are given today by
Barbara Sudduth in memory of loved ones.
The Advent Wreath is given by Marc and Patricia Meachum
in memory of loved ones.
The Front Door Wreathes are given by Bill Davis
in memory of Betsy Hillier Davis.
Rowley Hall Wreathes are given by Peter and Patricia Richardson
in memory of loved ones.
The Poinsettias that adorn our Church today are given for the
Glory of God and in honor or memory of the following by:
Don and Mary Catherine Williams in memory of loved ones
Terry Whittington in memory of Terry and Thelma Kelly Whittington
Mollie Whittington in memory of William Gordon Whittington
Marc and Patricia Meachum in memory of loved ones
Lynn Burney in memory of Lucile H. Gilliss, Dr. and Mrs. Alonzo McCue, &
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph McCue
Becky Steorts and Bonnie Taylor in memory of loved ones
the Rev. Chad and Mrs. Jennifer Slater in memory of loved ones
The Broyles Family in memory of loved ones
Stan and Grey Kiser in memory of loved ones
Jonathan and Sheri Lambert in honor of their son, Dustin Williams
Betty Nash and Charlie Blevins in memory of loved ones
Norma Mahood-Bay in memory of loved ones
Peter and Patty Richardson in memory of loved ones
Mike and Kay Sudduth in memory of loved ones
Linda Ammar in memory of Lois and Dan Wells & Chris Ammar
Sheila Brooks in memory of family and friends
Jim and Chris Justice in memory of loved ones
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