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Boys Home of  Virginia Visits 
Report by Dee Puckett and Mimi Merritt 
  
Several young men from the Boys Home of Virginia in Covington 

traveled to Bluefield the second weekend in November, spending 

the night at First Presbyterian Church. The young men and their 

leaders were fed dinner Friday night by Jennifer Slater.  

 

On Saturday morning, the group from Boys Home joined Jennifer, 

Ben, and Emma Slater on a trip to Highlands Educational Project 

(HEP) in McDowell County, where the hardworking volunteers 

painted numerous rooms for the ecumenical outreach agency sup-

ported by the Episcopal diocese in West Virginia. Also joining the 

work group were Will Puckett and volunteers from Premier Park.  

 

Truly, many hands made light work and much was accomplished 

that day. HEP continues to be moving toward serving McDowell 

County in a variety of ways and will be a worthwhile and needed ministry in the area.  

 

On Sunday, November 11, two young men from Boys Home who are now attending college attended the worship service at Christ 

Church with the executive director of Boys Home, Donnie Wheatley, who made a presentation during coffee hour about the residential 

school in southwestern Virginia. 

  

Wheatley, who has been the school‟s executive di-

rector since 1985, became a student there in 1959 

when at age 12 he was the oldest boy of five chil-

dren being raised by a struggling single mother in 

Dickenson County, Virginia. 

 

Wheatley credits his experience at Boys Home with 

saving him from a path that would not have led to 

success in life. After graduating, he was able to at-

tend VMI with the help of grants and to graduate 

with a degree in electrical engineering. Later, he 

served in the Marine Corps and worked for Proctor 

& Gamble. He completed an MBA before accepting 

the position as the executive director for Boys 

Home. 
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The Daughters of the King (DoK) will meet December 18 at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library.  Our 
study will be on Anna.  The January study will be Dinah.   
  
For anyone interested in attending a meeting, we meet the third Tuesday of each month in Hob-
son Library. You may contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com  or 
any DoK member.  We are listed in the 2018-2019 church directory on page iii.  The Daughters 
of the King is an Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in 
communion with it, or churches in the historic episcopate but not in communion with it.   
  
Membership includes women in Episcopal, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Anglican Church-
es.  Locally, our group includes two members from Sacred Heart Catholic.   

 

Report by Linda Ammar 

 
November‟s Food Pantry, originally scheduled for Thursday, November 15, was 

changed to Friday, November 16 due to Old Man Winter making his presence 

known!   

Kudos to Elizabeth Clements, who did an exceptional job shopping for the gro-

ceries and bagging them as well.  Thank you, Elizabeth. Sixty-five bags were pre-

pared.  Special gifts for the month were blankets, and refreshments were furnished by John and Carol Georgis and Betty Nash.  Food 

Pantry workers for the month of November were Peter and Patricia Taylor, Betty Nash, Mary Catherine Williams, Patty Richardson, and 

Don Kersey.  Tom Coughlin awarded kerosene vouchers.  Patty Richardson indicated that it was a blessing to be a part of this outreach 

event as the people who came by were most appreciative and thankful.  Don‟t forget to pick up an extra pair of gloves, a hat or scarf while 

Christmas shopping, as these are the items which will be handed out during the December Food Pantry.  Thanks to everyone who volun-

teered their time and effort.   

Report by Patty Richardson 

The ECW remains busy with regular dinner meetings and projects. The next dinner meeting is December 5 at 5:30 p.m. with Holy Com-
munion and a Christmas dinner.  All women of the church are invited and are asked to sign up or call Patty Richardson at 304-327-9445 
for a reservation.  A donation basket will be set up to cover the cost of dinner.   

In the months of December and January, the ECW will sponsor the collection of 
gloves, scarves, hats and socks for our food pantry friends.  Please be generous as 
there are many in need in our community.  An additional outreach project will be the 
assembly of cookie plates for shut-ins of our parish. Donations of 2 to 3 dozen 
cookies will be collected and assembled into a variety of platters for Father Chad to 
deliver during the holidays.  A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex, and a date will be 
set to gather and assemble the plates. 

As we enter this season of giving do not forget your United Thank Offering boxes.  
As we remember how blessed we are, make a small donation to your box to thank 
God for our many blessings. 

Report by Art Mead 

 

On November 14, a team of six people prepared and served dinner meals at the Union Mission. Pre-

sent were Shelia Brooks, Wendy Harris, Art Mead, Shirley Ofsa and from Christ Church, Pocahontas, 

were Susan Helmandollar and Sammy Moore. 

 

The normal supply of BBQ, beans and slaw were depleted. Brownies and pop were also served. With 

the help of additional supplies provided by the Mission, 163 meals were prepared and served.  

  

With the "lunch" meals prepared by Episcopalians earlier in the day, over 300 meals were prepared and 

served today.  

 

mailto:mkw@dlwco.com
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Fellowship Home Report: 

Report by Linda Ammar 

 

Breakfast for dinner was prepared for the men at the Fellowship Home during the month of November.  A dinner 

of sausage, egg and cheese casserole, hash brown casserole, biscuits and gravy, cinnamon roll biscuits, and sausage 

patties was delivered to the Home, and as always, it was received with great enthusiasm.  Those who helped to pre-

pare the dinner were Valerie Mahood, Sheila Brooks, Betty Nash, Charlie Blevins, Becky Kersey, and Linda Ammar.  

We will be collecting items for the Christmas snack basket, which will be delivered to the men at the Fellowship 

Home the week before Christmas.  Thanks to everyone for your participation! 

 

Report by Mary Catherine Williams 
 
Parish Life will be providing lunch after the service December 9, the day of the Annual Meeting.  

We will be having a Potato Bar (White and Sweet) with all of the trimmings.  We will also have salad, dessert and 

beverages.    

Parish Life will also provide a Christmas Eve Reception in Hobson Library after the Christmas Eve Service. 

John Beckett Celebrated 
By Larry Hypes 

 
John P. Beckett, Jr., a devoted husband, father and member of Christ Episcopal 

Church, was inducted into the 2018 Bluefield High School Hall of Fame on No-

vember 20 in a ceremony at the Mary Ruth Bartlett Auditorium on the BHS 

campus.  

 

A member of the Class of 1967, Beckett was recognized for his accomplish-

ments both as a student at Bluefield and later as college graduate, prominent 

banker and long-time supporter of a wide variety of community projects. The 

ceremony was attended by the student body, a host of local citizens and a delega-

tion from Christ Episcopal. The honoree, his family and guests were treated to a reception following the induction. He was presented 

with a plaque by BHS Principal Michael Collins and an identical copy was placed in the school lobby on the Hall of Fame display wall. 

The school band, choir, JROTC and journalism class took part and Bluefield football coach Fred Simon made introductory remarks. 

  

An All-State athlete at BHS, Beckett was a captain of the football, basketball and track teams. He was student body president, Boys State 

honoree, member of many clubs and had perfect high school attendance. He was a starter on the 1965 AAA state champion Beavers and 

in 1969, a member of the Wittenburg (Ohio) University Division III National Champion football team.  

  

Beckett and his wife, Becky, both later taught at Bluefield High. He was an assistant coach for the 1975 state champions, and he led the 

boys basketball team to the state Final Four and the track team to a state runner-up berth. He 

also helped with several school projects in various departments over the years. Beckett is cur-

rently a member of the Eagle 100.9FM broadcasting team for the Bluefield Beavers football 

program. 

  

He earned advanced degrees at Radford, Campbell University, Northwestern and the Universi-

ty of Delaware. He served in the banking industry for many years, retiring in 2016 as Senior 

Vice President and Trust Officer. He has held a variety of local, regional, state and national 

positions with Rotary and earned many awards for his service. Mr. Beckett has been an active 

member of several local civic, business, service and government organizations. 

 At CEC he has served at various times as Sunday School teacher, trustee, treasurer, 

Vestry member and Senior Warden. He and Mrs. Beckett continue to be active members of 

the congregation. 
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Present:     Rob Merritt, Don Kersey, Frank 

Dragotto, Becky Beckett, Dee Puckett, Tere-

sa Paine, Susanne Pulse, Mary Catherine 

Williams and Father Chad Slater.   

 The October meeting of the Christ 

Episcopal Church Vestry was called to order 

on November 14, 2018, by Rob Merritt who 

declared a quorum.   

 Rob Merritt led the vestry in a 

short devotion. 

 The treasurer‟s report was given by 

Frank Dragotto.  The financial reports re-

viewed.  Mary Catherine Williams made the 

motion to accept the financial report.  It was 

seconded by Dee Puckett.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  

Senior Warden’s Report:  Nominations for 

new Vestry members were reviewed.  An 

interfaith event has been scheduled for De-

cember 13, 2018 by Dr. Iqbal at the 

Mosque. 

Junior Warden’s Report:  $3,000.00 Har-

per Grant was awarded to Christ Episcopal 

Church by the Diocese for the chair lift.  

Several different ideas were suggested to 

raise the additional money needed to pur-

chase the chair lift.  The driveway repair is 

under contract.  Roof vents were secured.  

Drains cleaned in columbarium. 

Communications:  Emma Bennett, parish 

secretary, noted the telecom box on the 

handicapped door was broken and in need 

of repair.   

Education:  The Sunday School will partici-

pate in the Bluefield Christmas Parade on 

December 15, 2018.   

Evangelism:   Pens have arrived.  Or-

ders will be taken for t-shirts and hoodies 

that will have the Episcopal shield on the 

front and our name and a slogan on the 

back. The deadline for ordering shirts is 

December 16, 2018.  

Finance:     A discussion was held regarding 

funding a 401K plan for Father Chad.  It 

will be equal up to 9% of his salary, per the 

standard guidelines.  Mary Catherine Wil-

liams made the motion to fund the 401K 

plan.  It was seconded by Don Kersey.  The 

2019 budget was presented by Frank 

Dragotto and Father Chad.  After discussion 

of the 2019 budget, Frank Dragotto made a 

motion to accept the 2019 budget.  It was 

seconded by Don Kersey.  It passed unani-

mously.    

Outreach:     Don Kersey gave a report on 

the food pantry.  He wanted to thank Eliza-

beth Clement for her help.  She took care of 

putting the groceries away that was delivered 

by Grants.  She also bagged the groceries for 

the food pantry give-a-way.  The ECM has 

donated $1,000.00 to the food pantry.  

Parish Life:     The annual meeting will be 

December 9, 2018.  Parish Life will provide 

a potato bar and salad for lunch.  Canter-

bury Club will be that evening at John and 

Becky Beckett‟s home.  There will be two 

services on Christmas Eve.  One at 5:00 

p.m. and the second at 11:00 p.m. There will 

be a champagne and cookie reception after 

the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  The 

program given by the Director of the Boy‟s 

Home of Covington was well received.  We 

received a thank you note from the Dioce-

san UTO Chair as our contribution had 

doubled since last year.  Our contribution 

was $849.03. 

Worship and Spirituality:     A Taize ser-

vice is tentatively scheduled for December.  

A spirituality program is under development 

for lent.   

Rector’s Report: The Presiding Bishop will 

be in Roanoke, Virginia in January.  A bap-

tism is scheduled for November 18.  Father 

Chad attended the Mission Asset Planning 

(MAP) meeting held at Jackson‟s Mill.  He 

will judge the Mercer County Reading Bee 

on November 19.  Father Chad will be on 

vacation from November 21 through De-

cember 2.  Father Ben James and Father 

Russ Hatfield will cover those Sundays that 

Father Chad is on vacation.  Several children 

from our Church along with boys from the 

Boy‟s Home in Covington painted at HEP.  

John Allen, William Allen, Niko Parks, Mo-

na Parks, Benjamin Slater, and Emma Slater 

planted flower blubs at the Church.  Lay 

Eucharist Training will begin in December.   

New Business:  It was discussed that the 

plate offering in December will be donated 

to the Boy‟s Home of Covington, Virginia. 

Old Business:  The adoption of new 

church by-laws has been tabled. 

 There being no further business, 

Father Chad dismissed the meeting with a 

prayer.  

Respectfully submitted:  Susanne Pulse, 

Secretary 

Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church Bluefield, West Virginia  

November 14, 2018  
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by Mimi Merritt 

 

It was the trip we‟d put off for decades. There was always good reason -- soc-

cer games, family illnesses, ballet recitals, college tours, work pressures and 

deadlines, family weddings, an aging dog. Not since our honeymoon in the 

early „80s had Rob and I traveled outside the lower 48 together, without stu-

dents or our kids. 

 

And then it happened -- kids grown up, my early retirement, and no apparent 

roadblocks. Our time to see Italy was finally here, just in time for our 35th 

wedding anniversary. 

 

We booked a Trafalgar tour through AAA, signing up for 10 days in three 

cities, with “leisure time” promised along with a series of tours by local ex-

perts. Aside from the reality that “leisure” turned out to be an exaggeration in 

this intricately planned package, it was truly the trip of a lifetime. 

 

We saw the Trevi Fountain, statues all over the city by Bernini, the Sistine 

Chapel and the Colosseum in Rome; Michelangelo's David, the Duomo -- the 

Cathedral of St. Mary -- and a mountaintop garden in Florence; and in Venice 

the beautiful St. Mark's Basilica and enough water and boat travel to satiate 

this coastal native. Sadly, since our visit, storms, floods, and continuously ris-

ing waters have forced tourists to wade through knee-high water to see the 

same iconic church. 

 

Side trips took us to Assisi, where rests St. Francis and the frescoes that tell his story to followers who could not always read; 

to Pisa, where, yes, the tower leans; to Bologna, where the Fountain of the god Neptune flanked by mermaids steals attention 

from the Basilica of St. Petronio just across the street, and where two landmark towers also lean; and to the island of Burano, 

with its vividly painted houses of fuschia and green and gold, where yet another tower leans. 

 

Maybe the best was when we ventured out on our own in Rome to locate the Spanish Steps and got lost only to find a 

charming little garden cafe where we spent the better part of an afternoon eating pasta cacio e pepio (read, tons of cheese 

and pepper) and an antipasto of grilled eggplant and peppers. 

 

We ate pizza margherita and squid and grilled swordfish, we sampled olive oils at a Tuscan ranch where A Room with a View 

was filmed, every morning we stuffed ourselves with impossibly flaky European pastries and every afternoon we revitalized 

ourselves with espresso. We swallowed back our pescatarianism and did what you do when in Rome, only we did it in Flor-

ence -- we ate roasted boar. 

 

We're so thankful for the trip, and I invite others to share their travels, exploring and celebrating this wondrous world God 

has made, with. the Rainbow. 
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Box Tops For Education  
by Dee Puckett  

 
Most school districts have suffered funding reductions at the state and/or local level 
over the past 10-15 years, and this has been true for our schools in the two Virgini-
as.  While funding has been reduced, however, the needs and services of the students 
have increased.  
 
 The number of students who qualify for reduced or free meals has increased each 

year.  Some schools now provide daily free meals to all students.  Teachers, staff, and administrators have seen the need for food and 
personal hygiene items increase dramatically. Today, many schools supplement food for students at their homes by establishing in-
school food and hygiene pantries.  Additionally, many schools are partnering with programs such as Blessings in a Backpack.  Some 
local churches have even provided bags of nonperishable foods to be distributed to students and their families who may otherwise be 
without sufficient food.   
 
Clothes closets are sparsely stocked at local schools through donations of many area organizations and individuals.  Many children are 
kept warm and clean throughout the school year due to this generous yet quiet program organized at the school level.  
 
While the funding for schools is being reduced and the needs are continuing to grow, teachers often supply--at their own expense--
pencils, paper, folders, calculators, snacks, and more.  PTO organizations and other school-related groups work together to fundraise to 
provide important essential supplies as well as to fund needed activities.   
 
One easy way you can help is to once again save and collect Box Tops 4 Education.  Each Box Top collected and submitted in a timely 
fashion earns the participating school 10 cents.  Local schools save countless Box Tops and have been awarded hundreds of dol-
lars.  These Box Tops can be found on many food items as well as other products such as cleaning supplies, paper products, Ziploc 
bags, Paper Mate products, Hefty trash bags, and much more.   
 
Bluefield Intermediate School, where both Ben and Emma Slater attend, participates in the Box Tops 4 Education program, as does 
Graham Middle School.  If you wish to save Box Tops 4 Education labels, please leave them in the church office; offer them to Jennifer 
Slater, Dee Puckett, or a local teacher or student you know; or send them to a school of your choice.   
 
Food City grocery stores have a School Bucks program that allows shoppers to help the school of their 
choice.  Simply sign up online or with a cashier and connect your Food City Savings Card to a particu-
lar school and your Food City awards dollars to that school based on your purchases.  You do not have 
to do anything else.  Your Savings Card does need to be updated each school year.   
 
Everyone in a community is affected by the success--or failure--of the local schools.  Many ways are 
available to help in addition to the programs mentioned.  Schools need volunteers, schools need sup-
plies, and schools need our prayers.  Be an active supporter of education today.  
 

Appalachian Interfaith Alliance Gathering for December 

The Islamic Society of the Appalachian Region will host a gathering at the Mosque December 13 at 6:00 

p.m. to celebrate the interfaith conversation in our community.  Please come.  The Muslim community is 

so welcoming. They will be providing the food in their usual generous way.  

The theme is “Loving the Other” and will include one or two Muslim speakers as well as Father Chad 

Slater.  Rob Merritt will intersperse these presentations with poems about the shared concerns and affir-

mations of different faith traditions.  

A meal of delicious, home-cooked food will be served at 6:30, followed by the speakers, then dessert and conversation.  The events will 

conclude about 8:30. 

This conversation is so important and affirming.  If you have never been to the mosque, this would be a great opportunity to visit.  You 

will be amazed by the hospitality and spiritual stimulation.  If you have been there, you know how rewarding that that this visit  can 

be.  Contact Rob Merritt (304-920-1860) with questions or directions.  The ISAR Mosque is just off 460 in Green Valley. 
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Stan Lee was a genius.  He was a master storyteller who 
had the ability to create enduring characters that trans-
cended the Marvel Comics universe.  It‟s hard to imag-
ine a world without Spiderman, the Hulk, or the X-Men.  
Stan Lee brought them to life and gave us room to im-
agine a world both magical and ordinary.  Lee‟s death 
this past month brought to a close a life of a creator, 
dreamer, and pop culture icon. 

One of Mr. Lee‟s great talents was crafting characters 
who were relatable—an average teenage boy bitten by a 
radioactive spider, a subgroup of people with 
“extraordinary” abilities shunned by others.  The Marvel 
Comic world did not exist outside of our own but in it.  
As a part of our world they were also people of faith.  
Lee—a confirmed but “optimistic” agnostic Jewish ad-
herent—never explicitly made his characters members 
of particular religions (although his character, the Hu-
man Torch, was pictured attending services in an Epis-
copal church!).  Many of the themes present in comic 
books illustrate the struggle between good and evil, the 
right use of talents and abilities, and the protection of 
the powerless. 

As it turns out, the struggle between good guys and bad 
guys makes great metaphors for Christian theology.  In 
a Fantastic Four comic from 1968, a really powerful 
good guy called the Silver Surfer was acting like a bad 
guy because he wanted to give all of humanity a com-
mon foe that could unite us all in a common purpose.  
Two Fantastic Four members, Mr. Fantastic (a.k.a. Reed 
Richards) and the Invisible Woman (Sue Richards), are 
now married and off someplace waiting for the birth of 
their son. The Watcher, another really powerful charac-
ter who is usually a good guy, appears and sends Reed 
off to deal with the Surfer.  Sue asks, "But what can he 
do ... against the all-powerful Silver Surfer?"  "All-
powerful?" the Watcher replies. "There is only one who 
deserves that name. And His only weapon ... is love!" 

What the Watcher says is beautiful in both its truth and 
simplicity.  That line has actually been often quoted, and 
in fact was the one line Stan Lee was most asked about.  
"I thought that was one of the best lines I ever wrote," 
he said once in an interview.  Asked if the line was 
meant to be a religious statement about his beliefs, the 
famous agnostic quipped, "Is that religious? If that's reli-
gious," he said, "I guess I'm religious." 

When our world seems to have lost all sense or reason, 
it is important for us to remember that there is no one, 
or no thing, more powerful than the Creator who loves 
us.  God so deeply loves us that He, the all powerful and 
omnipotent Creator of the universe, came down from 
Heaven to become one of us to save us—not only from 
bad guys, but sometimes from ourselves.  That is an 
amazing testimony to love.  There is nothing that can 
defeat that love, no matter how bleak or unsettling it 
may seem.  Thank you, Mr. Lee, for reminding us of 
that.   

As we enter into the advent season and prepare our 
hearts and minds for the coming Messiah, let us remem-
ber the only one who truly deserves that name of “all 
powerful,” and remember he comes to us only in love.  

 Amen.  
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Gardening with the CEC Children 
Written by Susanne Pulse 

  
On November 4, after Church, the children dug up 
the geraniums on the Rowley Hall side of the 
church, put them in temporary planters for the winter, 
and agreed to care for them over the winter.  They 
also planted about 480 bulbs, including 100 Snow 
Crocus, 200 Rock Garden Mixture, 100 Windflower 
Mixture, 50 Scilla and 30 Narcissus, on the Rowley 
Hall side of the church.  They also took some bulbs 
home to share cheer elsewhere in the spring.   
Thank you to Ben and Emma Slater, Niko and Ra-
mona Parks, and John Allen for all your hard work.  
The Church will look wonderful in the spring. 

Shelia Brooks Reunion  
Report by Mimi Merritt 
 

Sheila Brooks attended her 50th class reunion at Bluefield College during the school‟s 

Homecoming weekend in November, when she and others in her class celebrating their 

Golden Anniversary were inducted into the Golden Graduate Society.  Several events, 

including a soccer game and a reception at the college, were scheduled to celebrate the 

50th reunion. 

 

Sheila graduated from Bluefield College in 1968 with an associate of science degree in 

physical education. While at Bluefield College, she was inducted into Phi Theta Kappa, 

the world‟s largest and most prestigious honor society for two-year colleges, which Blue-

field College was until it became ac-

credited to grant baccalaureate degrees 

in 1975.   

 

Also at Bluefield College, she was a 

member of the institution‟s champion 

women‟s basketball team.   

  

After completing her associate degree, Sheila earned a bachelor of science degree in 

physical therapy from the University of Florida, where she also earned a master‟s de-

gree in education.  Her doctor of podiatric medicine (DPM) degree is from Temple 

University. 
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December December   

2 Rebecca Broyles 

4 Borden Thomas 

5 John Lee Allen 

5 Niko Parks 

8 Nelson Kersey 

9 Scot Bennitt 

14 Valerie Mahood 

15 Chad Slater 

18 Susan Rutherford 

24 Michael Richardson 

25 Carol Georgis 

26 William Smith 

29 Mary Catherine Williams 

31 Cindy Brannon 

The following people have graciously offered to 

donate flowers for the month of December:  

December 2:       Chris & Jim Justice 

December 9:       Joe Graham 

December 16:     Delia & John Kersey  

December 23:     Barbara Sudduth 

December 30:     Mike & Michelle Parks  

Becky Beckett 

Patty Richardson 

Elizabeth Clement   

Chris Justice  

Delia Kersey 
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