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CEC Visits Roanoke & Worships with Michael Curry   

By Mimi Merritt 

Fifteen Christ Episcopal Church members made the trek to Roa-

noke January 27 to hear Presiding Bishop Michael Curry speak, and 

they were not disappointed. 

Joining about 2,000 others who filled Berglund Performing Arts 

Center for an Episcopal Revival, the Christ Episcopal contingent 

included Father Chad and Jennifer Slater with their children, Emma 

and Ben; Howard and Sue Troutner; Betty Nash and Charlie 

Blevins; Louisa Bennitt; Art Mead; Elizabeth and Cameron Clem-

ent; Alyson Bowling; and Rob and Mimi Merritt. 

The revival was part of the 100th anniversary of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Virginia, and the guest ap-

pearance by Bishop Curry made it even more special for the crowd, which included many non-Episcopalian at-

tendees as well. It isn’t every day one gets to be in the same room with the famed bishop who gave a sermon last 

May at the wedding of Prince Harry and Megan Markel, which was viewed internationally by more than 2 billion 

people. Bishop Curry gained further celebrity status when he presided as a bishop at the funeral of former presi-

dent George Herbert Walker Bush in the National Cathedral. 

And the revival sermon lived 

up to expectations. It was all 

about love. 

 "The love of God and love of 

neighbor and love of yourself, 

that is the supreme law of 

God," Bishop Curry said. 

"The truth is, if it's not about 

love, then it's not about God." 

(Continued on page 2) 
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by Mary Catherine Williams 

 

The next meeting of Daughters of the King (DoK) will be February 12 at 

10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library. Our study in February will be on Dinah.  Our 

meeting in January was cancelled because of weather.   

 

For anyone interested in attending a meeting, we meet the third Wednesday 

of each month in Hobson Library.  You may contact Mary Catherine Wil-

liams at 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com  or any DoK member.  We are 

listed in the 2018-2019 church directory on page iii.  The Daughters of the King is an order for women who are 

communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches with it, or churches in the historic episcopate but not in com-

munion with it. There are also Junior chapters for young girls, although we do not have a Junior chapter here at 

Christ Church. 

 

Membership includes women in the Episcopal, Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches.  Locally, our group in-

cludes two members from Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

 

Our St. Margaret of Scotland Chapter was chartered in May 2002.  We have 14 members in our chapter.  Our Col-

lect For Guidance is:  Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your gracious favor, and further us with your con-

tinual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy Name, and finally, 

by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

By Linda Ammar 
 
A dinner of ham, green bean casserole and dessert was served to 120 people at the Un-

ion Mission on Wednesday, January 23.  Those who volunteered their time to prepare 

and serve the meal were Don Kersey, Art Meade, Allyson Fleming, Elizabeth Clement, 

Patty Richardson, Don and Mary Catherine Williams, Betty Nash, Sheila Brooks and the 

Slater family.  If you are interested in helping with this outreach event, check the Rain-

bow calendar and mark the date!  

(Roanoke/Curry continued) 

Wearing the attention-grabbing purple clerical shirt he’s become known for, 

Bishop Curry moved energetically across the stage, even stepping down off the 

stage to address the youth of the Diocese, who filled the center’s first three 

rows. 

“Let me tell you a secret,” he said to the young people. “You know your par-

ents, and your grandparents? I’m a parent and a grandparent, too, and I can tell 

you we’re all first-timers!” 

Because even parents and grandparents—and everyone—are living life for the 

first time, we all need a teacher, he continued. 

“And that’s why God sent Jesus,” he said. 

mailto:mkw@dlwco.com


 3 

Christ Episcopal Church - 200 Duhring St Bluefield, WV 24701 - 304.327.6861 

By Alyson Bowling 

 Wanda Myers has spent the better part of her life in 
the Roanoke and Craig County, Virginia, areas.   

 Her dad was a payroll clerk with the railroad and 
went to work when he was 14, having lied about his age after 
his dad died.  Sometime in the 1950’s, the railroad gave those 
who had lied about their ages a chance to make amends, but 
he didn’t have a birth certificate.   

 Wanda recalls that her grandparents on her father’s 
side owned and ran what was then the Keystone Hotel, 
which was actually more of a boarding house.  Wanda’s 
grandfather on her mom’s side was a carpenter in Bramwell 
about the time all the houses were being built.  Her grand-
mother on her mom’s side made Wanda’s mom go to work at 
the age of 16 after having attended the one-room school 
house in Bramwell through the eighth grade.  Wanda’s mom 
went to work at the Avisco plant in Roanoke, where they 
made rayon.  Wanda’s parents later met and married when 
they were both in their 30’s.  Wanda was born when her 
mom was 37, and almost five years later, Mrs. Myers died 
from what was determined to be a heart attack. 

 After her mother’s death, Wanda and her father lived 
with his brother and wife in Roanoke.  Wanda was an only 
child and remembers that there were a lot of kids around that 
were close in age to her.  Her uncle was a hat salesman and 
she recalls a childhood full of hats. Every Easter there was a 
new hat, and again in the winter. She also had a cousin that 
was a hat salesman in Atlanta.  Wanda told the story of how 
the hat industry tanked when the Episcopal and Catholic 
churches deemed it no longer necessary for women to cover 
their heads in church. 

 Wanda pursued an education in nursing after gradu-
ating from high school.  After receiving her LPN, she began 
working at Shenandoah Hospital and then found employ-
ment at Catawba TB Sanitorium on January 1, 1966. In 1967-
1968, new drugs were entering the market to treat TB and 
these drugs could be given at home, so patients were not kept 
in the hospital.  In 1969, Catawba Hospital began admitting 
geriatric mental patients on a couple of floors.  Having 
worked at the Catawba Hospital from 1966-1999, and having 
earned her RN in the process with financial assistance pro-

vided by Catawba Hospital, Wanda retired from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.  In 1997, she moved to Princeton to 
be closer to family, continuing to commute to Catawa, and 
then began working in the ER at Princeton Community Hos-
pital.   

 Since her move to Princeton, she has made many 
friends.  Susanne and Jim Pulse are the friends we usually see 
her with at church and she told many stories of how they 
have cared for her, especially when she broke her femur on 
March 23, 2016, and had to spend more than eight months 
recovering at Mercer Rehabilitation. 

 Her pastimes include reading mysteries and history, 
and she enjoys knitting and crocheting with Susanne Pulse 
and Mary Catherine Williams.  She even blessed me with a 
memory she had of my mom, Shirley Fleming, knitting with a 
group of women from the Episcopal Church of the Heavenly 
Rest in Princeton, WV.  They were a group that knitted pray-
er shawls. 

 Wanda has been active in the churches she has at-
tended.  She received a certificate from Sewanee’s Education 
for Ministry and is certified to be an instructor.  This is a four
-year program offered by most Episcopal Churches to facili-
tate educators for ministry.   

 Wanda has also been certified as a parish nurse 
through a program at WVU, as well as serving on the Health 
Ministry Commission.  The Health Ministry Commission 
sometimes sets up a table at the convention for blood pres-
sure and blood sugar checks, as well as flu shots.  Wanda has 
served as the President of New Southern Deanery and is cur-
rently a member of the Diocesan Council.  The Vestry was 
blessed with her presence until she fell and broke her femur 
in March 2016 and she was unable to complete the last year 
of the 3-year term.  Wanda attends the Daughters of the 
King, which is usually held in the library at the Church, but 
she told me that when she was in the rehab facility, the 
Daughters moved their meetings there and even organized a 
potluck dinner. 

 I have known about Wanda Myers for many years 
and have to say that I feel very blessed that she gave me her 
time for this interview because I now feel she is more of a 
kindred spirit than originally suspected. 
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Minutes of  the Vestry of  Christ Episcopal Church  
Bluefield, West Virginia  

January 16, 2019 

Present:  Becky Beckett Alyson Bowling, Elizabeth Clement, Frank Dragotto, Tom Coughlin, Don Kersey, Susanne 

Pulse, Mary Catherine Williams, Father Chad Slater 

The January meeting of the Christ Episcopal Church Vestry was called to order on January 16, 2019, by Father Chad 
Slater who declared a quorum.   

Father Chad Slater led the vestry in a short devotion. 

The treasurer’s report was given by Frank Dragotto.  The financial reports reviewed. Our finances are in good shape.  
We carried over $19,000.00 in the Operating Account from 2018.  There was a drop in our finances due to the fluctuation in 
the stock market. Mary Catherine Williams made the motion to accept the financial report.  It was seconded by Tom Cough-
lin.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Father Chad Slater nominated Becky Beckett to serve as Senior Warden and Tom Coughlin as Junior Warden.  Mary 
Catherine Williams nominated Susanne Pulse as Clerk. Frank Dragotto seconded that motion. Becky Beckett nominated Aly-
son Bowling as Chaplin.  All nominations passed unanimously. 

Committee assignments are as follows: Communications:  Susanne Pulse; Education:  Elizabeth Clement; Evan-
gelism:  Delia Kersey; Finance:  Frank Dragotto; Outreach:  Don Kersey; Parish Life:  Mary Catherine Williams; Worship and 
Spirituality:  Alyson Bowling. 

 
Rector’s Report: Terry Whittington will be on vacation January 20 and 27.  James Robinson will fill in for Terry on 

both Sundays.  Father Chad went to Bluefield High School to counsel students regarding the death of a classmate.  Christmas 
services were well attended.  There were 34 in attendance at the Early Service and 86 at the Late Service.  We had an average 
attendance of 53 during 2018.  HEP is in good shape.  Father Chad’s role there is over.  The Presiding Bishop will be in Roa-
noke on January 27.  A group from Christ Church will attend.  Linda Ammar has been named Alter Guild Directress.  In 
2020 after seven (7) years of service here at Christ Church, Father Chad will be eligible for a three (3) month Sabbatical.  The 
Vestry was supportive of that endeavor. 

 
New Business:  Father Chad will meet with the heads of each Vestry Committee Chair to plan for the year’s events.  

The Vestry reviewed a proposal for a Policy and Protocol for the Inclusion of Registered Sex Offenders to be implemented 
by the parish.  The proposal was adapted from various similar policies found in other churches and dioceses.  After a discus-
sion, Alyson Bowling made a motion to accept that policy. Don Kersey seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. The 
Wade Center asked that we prepare lunch for a Mission Team during the week of March 10.   

 
Old Business:  The Nursery has been refurbished thanks to the ECW.  The Harper Foundation gave Church Christ 

$3,000.00 toward the purchase of a chair lift.  The Tierney Foundation gave $5,000.00 to Christ Church.  Frank Dragotto 
made the motion that the Tierney Foundation grant be applied toward payment of the Chair Lift.  Mary Catherine Williams 
seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 

 
There being no further business, Father Chad dismissed the meeting with a prayer.  

Respectfully submitted:  Susanne Pulse, Secretary 
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February is the month of love.  After all, it’s the 
month that includes St. Valentine’s Day—the holiday 
when even the most stoic among us can become mushy.  
Valentine’s Day is the greeting card industry and choco-
late confectioners’ favorite time of the year.  But who 
was Valentine? 

 
The answer is: no one really knows. Nothing is 

reliably known of St. Valentine except his name and the 
tradition that he died on February 14.  The name Valen-
tinus is first found in the Martyrologium Hieronymianum, 
which was compiled between 460 and 544. The feast of 
St. Valentine of February 14 was first established in 496 
by Pope Gelasius I, who included Valentine among all 
those "... whose names are justly reverenced among 
men, but whose acts are known only to God."  This im-
plies Gelasius knew nothing about Valentine other than 
his name. 

 
The Legenda Aurea of Jacobus de Voragine, com-

piled about 1260 and one of the most-read books of the 
Middle Ages, gives supposed details about Valentine. In 

it, it is said that Valentine defied the order of the emper-
or Claudius and secretly married couples so that the hus-
bands wouldn’t have to go to war.  Being imprisoned for 
this, Valentine gave his testimony in prison and through 
his prayers healed the jailer’s daughter who was suffer-
ing from blindness. On the day of his execution he left 
her a note that was signed “Your Valentine.”  Geoffrey 
Chaucer's Parliament of Foules began the tradition of link-
ing St. Valentine to romantic love.   

 
At this time of year we spend a great deal of 

time and effort looking for ways to materially show our 
love.  Cards and chocolates, flowers and fancy dinners, 
are some of the things that show we care.  But remem-
ber, they are just things.  Real love is shown in how we 
live our lives and how we live with one another.   

 
Love is more than just Cupid’s arrows and sappy 

love songs.  Real love is about caring more for another 
than for yourself.  This is the type of love we witness at 
every baptism, at every Holy Communion, and at Calva-
ry’s cross.  It is the kind of love each of us looks for to 
feel whole—it’s what we look for when we attempt to 
fill that God-shaped hole in our hearts.   

 
This Valentine’s Day, when you take your loved 

one out to dinner, or buy flowers, or give greeting 
cards—or if you just sit at home and watch Bridget Jones’ 
Diary or Full Metal Jacket to avoid the day—remember 
that you are loved by the greatest love.  It is a love mon-
ey cannot buy but is exhibited every time we gather for 
worship and remember the saving acts of our God.  It is 
a love that can still be seen and felt—and shines through 
in sometimes surprising moments. 

 
History may have forgotten Valentine’s deeds, 

but his name shines on through the ages as a testimony 
to the loving God he served.  If each of us is remem-
bered for nothing else, I pray it will be for that same ser-
vice in a world so desperate for love.  Amen. 
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Community Outreach  

By Don Kersey 

 Christ Episcopal volunteers doing outreach work were busy again in 

2018. The needs for assistance in our community remain great and our church 

continues to do its part in helping out the less fortunate. Our monthly food pan-

try provided over 1,000 bags of groceries to our neighbors in 2018. Additionally, 

an estimated 300 vouchers for kerosene were distributed during the colder 

months of the year. Our volunteers served the evening meal at the Union Mis-

sion on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.  

 For the last several years, Christ Episcopal along with three of our neighboring churches have joined together to 

sponsor a community picnic in downtown Bluefield, WV, with music and games.  

 The men of the Fellowship Home are treated to delicious dinners periodically throughout the year.  

 Father Chad and several parishioners have been closely involved in efforts to restore services provided by HEP to 

needy McDowell County residents. 

 Needless to say, our Church is alive and well when it comes to serving our community. If you wish to become more 

active in our outreach efforts, there are plenty of opportunities to do so. 

2nd Annual CEC Chili Cookoff 

By Donald Kersey 

 

When: Wednesday February 27 4pm 

Where: Union Mission  

Why: Provide a hot meal to our less fortunate neighbors  

Who: All members of the Church are invited to compete for bragging 

rights  

 

Bring your crockpot full of your favorite chili recipe to the Union Mis-

sion and enjoy an evening with your friends.  

January’s Canterbury Club  

by Mimi Merritt 

Whenever Christ Episcopal members and their guests get together social-

ly, there is guaranteed to be delicious food and lots of fun. 

This was definitely the case on January 6 when Linda Thomas and Norma 

Mahood-Bay co-hosted Canterbury Club at Linda’s lovely home. It’s been 

a long-held tradition for the Thomases to host the Canterbury Club falling 

on Epiphany Sunday, and the relatively mild weather this year contributed 

to the dinner party’s success. 

Church members surprised Linda with a birthday cake to celebrate her 

special day, which followed Epiphany on January 10. 

Christ Episcopal Church - 200 Duhring St Bluefield, WV 24701 - 304.327.6861 
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RECIPES REVIVED! 

Straight from the archives of Christ Episcopal’s  cookbook, A Gracious Plenty, which was published in 

2001, is a recipe from Louisa Sowers. Enjoy and stay warm! 

 
HEARTY VEGETABLE CHOWDER 
1 (10 ¾) can chicken broth                             ¼ cup flour 
2/3 cup water                                                   ½ tsp. paprika 
4 cups frozen mixed vegetables                    ½ tsp. dry mustard 
¼ cup onion, minced                                       2 cups milk 
¼ cup green pepper                                         1/8 tsp. pepper 
3 T. butter or margarine, melted                  2 cups (8 oz.) cheddar cheese 
 
Combine broth and water and bring to a boil. Add mixed vegetables and cook 15 minutes or until tender.  In but-
ter, saute’ onion and green pepper in Dutch oven until tender.  Blend in flour, paprika and mustard.  Gradually add 
milk, vegetables and broth.  Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly, until mixture comes to a boil.  Remove 
from heat and add pepper and cheese.  Stir until cheese melts.  Yield 7 cups.  

 

Episco-trivia:   

Each month we will feature three questions about the Episcopal Church, 

Anglicanism, church history, polity, or worship.  The answers will be given 

the following month.  How many will you know the answers to? 

Question 1: What is the Apocrapha? 

____________________________________________________________ 

Question 2: In what year was the first Book of Common Prayer published? 

____________________________________________________________ 

Question 3: Where was the first bishop of the Episcopal Church (USA) con-

secrated? 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Kid’s Corner  
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February  February    

The following people have graciously offered to 

donate flowers for the month of February:  

February 3: Denise Melvin 

February 10: Kathy Burge 

February 17: Betty Nash & Charlie Blevins  

February 24: Alter Guild of Christ Episcopal Church 

 

This month’s alter guild duties were designated after this 

publication was printed. We are sorry for any inconvenience.  

 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:  

Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sand-
ers, Marlene, Lee Puckett, Sr., Alex B., Toni R., Jared 

Cregger, Kerrigan Farmer, Lindsey Parsley, Daisy Bow-
man, Ellie Spencer, Sue Godwin, Mabeline & Elton Rob-
inson, Ann Richardson, Sherry Mitchell, Carrie D., Sharon 

Cranfill, George Strike, Levertt T., Bea Paine, Frankie 
Sparks, Audrey, Denny Arner, Charlotte Woolwine, Lynn 
Burney, Bob Waschler, Elizabeth Kane, Marilyn Denney, 

Judy Anderson, Debbie Wells, Paul Anderson 

3       Missy Thomas  

4       James Patrick Paine  

10     Nathaniel Taylor  

13     Lucy McCue Dancer  

13     Jim Justice  

16      Tyler Harris  

17      John Wimmer  

19      Denise Melvin  

19      Jim Pulse  

22      Margaret Anne Marra  

22      Rick Wilkinson  

25      Kay Sudduth  
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February 2019 
Rainbow1902 
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The Rainbow—February 2019 
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