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The month of June brings with it
the beauty and joys of summer.
Summer in Bluefield is, as I have
noted before, my favorite month of
the year! This June brings with it a
new type of beauty and joy to our
parish family—the blending of what
was the old Christ Church and St.
Fr. Chad Slater
Mary’s into what is to become the
new Christ Church. Much like last
month’s royal wedding, the two have become one,
one taken the other’s name, and all of it was done in
Anglican fashion—decently and in good order!
Psalm 133 declares, “How good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity.” It is good and pleasant
that these crazy people called “Episcopalians” can
come together as one family in our small city to
praise God, serve God, and be faithful witnesses to
his love. While our combined family is a joy, it is
one tinged with a certain kind of bittersweetness yet
still alive with hopeful expectation. What we can become, I believe, can be amazing and transformative
for both us and for the Bluefield community.
It is important to note, my brothers and sisters,
that what we once were, we are no longer. This is
true with or without the merging and blending of our
congregations. Our surroundings have changed, as
well as our circumstances. Our city is not the same
Bluefield it was 10, 20, or 30 years ago. The one
thing we cannot do is attempt to be that same church
from 10, 20, or 30 years ago. Our parish, now combined, is not the same—new personalities always
make for new dynamics in any system. It is important to boldly and decisively move forward into
this new paradigm, ready to be directed by the Holy
Spirit.
No, we are not the same, and there is no chance
we ever will be. For some, this is a horrifying prospect. I, for one, have never understood the idea that
somehow the ideal framework for the existence of a
church or a Christian was sometime in the past.
Christians are people called to look forward. Christians are people empowered to fondly recall, not the
past, but the promises of God for the hope of humanity in the future.
I am reminded of a story about the home of Paul
Laurence Dunbar. Dunbar was a noted poet and you
can visit his home and small library in Dayton, Ohio.
When Dunbar died, his mother left his room exactly
as it was on the day of his death. At the desk of this
brilliant man was his final poem, handwritten on a
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pad.
After his mother died, her friends discovered that
Paul Laurence Dunbar's last poem had been lost forever. You see, his mother had made his room into a
shrine and not moved anything, the sun had bleached
the ink in which the poem was written until it was
invisible. The poem was gone.
When things are important, we preserve them.
Preservation is not a matter of holding on to things
the way they were—it’s not about never changing.
True preservation means taking action to ensure that
which is important is kept alive. Buildings are buildings and things are things, but souls are forever and
love is the most important force in the universe.
When we remember that churches are intended to be
hospitals for troubled souls and not museums for
saints we truly preserve that which is most important.
Brothers and sisters, as we move forward in courage we look to the guidance of the Holy Spirit to direct all our paths. Amazing things are in store for us
all—scary things, perhaps, but beautiful. We move
forward, together now, in faith. Let us all pray for the
wisdom from above and the grace to accomplish all
things set before us for God’s service.
In Christ,
Chad+
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May 17 Food Pantry report
Grocery shoppers: Don Kersey
Food baggers: Don and Becky Kersey, Mary Catherine and

News from DoK
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 19

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland Chapter, will meet Tuesday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library.
We are studying “What happens when women pray” by
Evelyn Christenson. Please review chapter 8 for the June meeting. We had 7 members present in May.
Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 if you
have questions or comments. All women from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches are eligible for membership.
Fall study: We will begin a study of Women of the Old
Testament. This will include Women in the Apocrypha. Start
your research and we will put all of the names in a hat or bowl.
We will all draw names and discuss these women at our meeting
in the fall.

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for our members,
and relatives and friends of our members:
For Healing and God's Presence for our
members, and relatives and friends of our
members: Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers,
Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, Marlene, Lee
Puckett, Sr, Phyllis & Nelson Walker, Linda, Valerie Mahood, Sierra, Alex B., Toni R., Linda
Sydeski, Ragen, Jared Cregger, Kerrigan Farmer, Lindsey Parsley, Mike, Daisy Bowman, Ellie Spencer, Sue
Godwin, Gary Slater, Mabeline and Elton Robinson
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our prayers for the families of those unknown to
us who have died. We pray that God will grant his peace
to all who mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List,
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org,
or telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the
prayer list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of
every month. If you want names to continue, please
contact the church office.

Don Williams, John and Becky Beckett, Patricia and Peter Taylor, Betty Nash, Dee Puckett, Will Puckett, Elizabeth Clement.
Food bags prepared:
76
Food bags given
out: 53
Refreshments furnished: Linda
Thomas
Special gifts for the
month: None
Food Pantry workers: Peter Taylor, Don Kersey, Betty Nash,
Charlie Blevins, Patty Richardson, Linda Thomas, John and
Carol Georgis
Kerosene vouchers given out: None

ECW plans picnic June 27
At the home of Patty Richardson
The next ECW meeting will be a June 27 picnic at
the home of Patty Richardson. All women of Christ
Church are welcome. The picnic will be Wednesday,
June 27, at 5:30 p.m..

Directory postponed until Summer
f you have not yet turned in your directory quesI
tionnaire, please do so ASAP so we can finalize
the directory for publication. Leave it at the church office
Tuesday through Thursday from 9-2 or at the church on
Sunday. If you need a copy of the questionnaire, please
pick one up from the office, let me
know and I can mail one to you, or
use the one on page 4.
If your information in the directory is incorrect, it will be unfortunate.
I cannot guess at your information.
Do you like the pictures that we
have on file? If so, that’s great!
However, if you do not like your portrait(s), please contact me with a photo you like or ask me to take a new
one.
Thanks, Don Williams

June altar flowers
June 3

Tom Coughlan in memory of
loved ones
June 10 Valerie and Phil Mahood in
memory of loved ones
June 17 Becky and Don Kersey in memory of loved
ones
June 24 Emily Goodykoontz in memory of loved ones
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Minutes of the Vestry
May 9, 2018
Present:Don Kersey, Kathy Burge, Frank Dragotto,
Dee Puckett, Susanne Pulse, Mary Catherine Williams and Father Chad Slater.
The May meeting of the Christ Episcopal Church
Vestry was called to order on May 9, 2018, by Dee
Puckett who declared a quorum.
Mary Catherine Williams led the vestry in a short
devotion.
The treasurer’s report
was given by Frank Dragotto. The financial reports
were distributed and reviewed.
The Episcopal
Church Women’s and Episcopal Church Men’s checking accounts will be closed
by the end of June and added to the general fund. The
Raymond James account
will also be closed and added to the general fund.
Mary Catherine Williams
made the motion to accept
the financial report. It was
2nd by Kathy Burge. The
motion passed.
Senior Warden’s Report:
Emma, Christ
Church’s secretary, will put
together notebooks for the
vestry members. Don Kersey and Mary Catherine
Williams will gather the
documents needed for the
notebooks.
Junior Warden’s Report: The work day accomplished more than expected. Ray Asbury is being contacted to repair the
stone.
Communications: The new directory is still under construction and will include St. Mary’s. A directory questionnaire will be mailed to the St. Mary’s
membership.
Education:
There will be Sunday School
throughout the summer.
Evangelism: Ways to promote the church were
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discussed.
Finance:
Christ Episcopal Church received
$15,069.87 from the Building Endowment Fund for
reimbursement of expenses incurred by the Church in
2017. The St. Lucy’s Fund Agreement was tabled
until next month.
Outreach: The Community Picnic will be
July 26 at Chicory Square. A children’s carnival is
being planned.
Parish Life: May 20 is Pentecost Sunday. A
reception will be held in
Rowley Hall.
Worship and Spirituality: The Lenten Program
wrap-up was discussed.
Rector’s Report: There will
be two (2) baptisms on Trinity Sunday. There will be
two (2) separate groups of
young people from Episcopal Churches in Pennsylvania and Oklahoma coming to
Bluefield to work for a
week. Father Chad needs
assistance with planning and
coordination. Ten (10) children will attend Peterkin
Camps this summer. The Acolyte Festival at the National
Cathedral was discussed.
Father Chad was elected
at the recent Province III
meeting to serve as the Clergy representative to the
Nominating Committee for
the Presiding Bishop. He
was also elected as the Alternate Provincial representative to the Executive Council
of the National Church.
New Business: There will be a service of remembrance on May 19, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church. The official deconsecration of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church will be May 30,
2018, at 6:00 p.m.
Old Business: None.
There being no further business, Father Chad
dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
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Derby party at the Slater’s
Saturday, May 5 was the date to watch the Kentucky Derby at the home of Fr. Chad and Jennifer
Slater. It was a time for mint julips and great camaraderie and socializing. Everyone had a great time.

Page
7 4 August
2003
Page
June 2018

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

and our favorite priest, The Rev. Chad Slater

F

ather Chad was elected at the recent Province III
meeting to serve as the Clergy representative to
the Nominating Committee for the Presiding Bishop.
He was also elected as the Alternate Provincial representative to the Executive Council of the National
Church. The picture shown above shows his opportunity to meet and be photographed with the Presiding
Bishop, who recently preached at the royal wedding
of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle on May 19.

Parish Life
By Mary Catherine Williams
I thank everyone who made the Pentecost
reception a success. We had a lot of people who contributed food, were a greeter,
did nametags, and helped set up and clean
up. Thank you!!!
REMINDER:
If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year,
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please sign up early
to get the date you want! Contact Mary Catherine Williams for information: 276-326-2411 or
mkw@dlwco.com

NOTE: The deadline stated below is incorrect. At this point in time we do not
know when the deadline will be. Perhaps it will be sometime this summer.
There’s no need to send in another form if you’ve already submitted one.
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Because of unforeseen circumstances, we have had to extend the directory deadline. So we have decided to
extend it to June 1. Hopefully we will have received your forms and pictures. But it’s NOT TOO LATE!
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Photo by Walt Sowers

F

riday May 11 Chris and Jim Justice had the opportunity to visit Walt Sowers, and Louisa & Buck at lunch in
Winchester with Sowers. They were joined by Becky & John
Beckett at IJ Canns Restaurant. A great time was had by all as
a variety of church topics and current events. were discussed.
Buck & Louisa now live at The Village at Orchard Ridge
in Winchester, VA. You can reach out to them at wlsowers40@gmail.com or Buck's cell phone, 304-320-1405.
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Two congregations now one
Top right: A Rainbow appears, looking toward Christ Church
from St. Mary’s following the last service at St. Mary’s Church
on May 19th. Perhaps this was God’s approval of the merger?

St. Mary’s church to close

S

everal months ago, the leadership of St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church in Bluefield, Virginia, came to
Christ Church asking to enter into conversations about closer collaboration,
largely centered on the idea of blending, or “merging,” our congregations. Since that time we
have worshipped together on several occasions, held various
conversations about this idea of collaboration, and had the
opportunity to meet with our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Mike
Klusmeyer. At each step of the journey Christ Church has
fully supported the people of St. Mary’s in their right to determine what God has called them to do. Finances, declining membership, and a desire for weekly Eucharist and consistent pastoral care affected the congregation’s options.
On April 8, 2018, after much reflection, the Vestry of
St. Mary’s voted to close their parish and merge their congregation with that of Christ Church. The congregation of
St. Mary’s held a service of remembrance and thanksgiving
on Saturday, May 19. On Sunday, May 20, Pentecost Sunday, we formally enrolled them as members and had several
presentations. A reception followed in Rowley Hall. Everyone extended a warm and heartfelt welcome to our new
church family members.
The author of the Book of Ecclesiastes writes, “To every thing there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.” This
is true of all endeavors undertaken by man, even those for
the glory of God. The season for two Episcopal congregations in our twin cities has come to an end. As we move
forward in faith, we do so with the members of St.
Mary’s. With our resources and talents combined, we pray
that our strengthened congregation will be emboldened to
proclaim more powerfully the Good News.

Father Chad preaches at combined service on Sunday, May 20.

Christ Church will host in one capacity
or another the following work teams or
mission trips in the month of June:
June 10-16:
St. Catherine's Episcopal School, Richmond, VA. The
mother of Don Williams graduated there in 1930.
June 17-23:
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Mt. Lebanon, PA. Our Fr.
Bill Morgan went there from seminary and was an associate
rector until a move to be rector at All Saints Rosedale in
Penn Hills. Then came Christ Church. Bishop John Smith
convinced him to accept a call to Bluefield in 1990, where he
remained until he died August 13, 1999. The St. Chrysostom
window outside the chancel memorializes Fr. Bill.
June 24-30:
St. Paul's Cathedral, Oklahoma City, OK

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Office
Closed

Sunday
3 Pentecost 2

9:30 Junior Sunday School class

10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

10 Pentecost 3

9:30 Junior Sunday School class

10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

17 Pentecost 4

9:30 Junior Sunday School class

4

5

11 Saint

Barnabas
Apostle

18

Father’s Day

Office open
by
appointment

10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

25

Patricia Meachum
Charlie Merritt
Stella Stultz
Anne Wilkinson
Ashby Taylor
Kristen Kersey

26

Office open
by
appointment

11
11
14
16
18

7:00 p.m.
Vestry meeting
in Hobson Library

9-11 am
Food Pantry

10:30
DoK Meeting
in Hobson Library

If your birthday is not in our database, please
contact Don Williams at 276-326-3338
or editor@cecblf.org

3
7
7
8
9
10

9
Office
Closed

Office open
by
appointment

July Rainbow
deadline

9:30 Junior Sunday School class

Wednesday Thursday
8
6
7

Office open
by
appointment

10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

24 Pentecost 5

Tuesday

Monday

Emily Goodykoontz
Nathaniel Kersey
Caroline Merritt
David Kersey
Juliana Paine

27 5:30

28

ECW Picnic at
Patty
Richardson’s

16

Office
Closed

23
Office
Closed

29 Saint

Peter and
Saint Paul
Apostles

30

Office
Closed

2018
REMINDER:

If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, there
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please sign up early to
get the date you want! Contact Mary Catherine Williams for
information: 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com

20
21
23
25
26
30

Susan Thomas
Becky Kersey
Marc Meachum
Martha Shewey
Joe Sanders
Jarrod Sudduth

Christ Episcopal Church

200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910
The Rainbow—June 2018

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To our friends and family:

Our mission statement:
Christ Episcopal Church will live,
Celebrate, teach and radiate
The joy of Christian discipleship

Parish Staff
the Rev. Chad Slater, Rector
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster
Emma Bennett, Parish Administrator
Vanessa Hall, Sexton
Phones: 304-327-6861
No Fax—Send us an E-mail
Email:
secretary@cecblf.org

The Rainbow Editorial Staff
Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman
Don Williams, Editor
Website:
www.ChristChurchBluefield.org
Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org

We are located in
Downtown Bluefield
West Virginia

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month. Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month.

