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Pentecost is one of my favorite
church holidays! I think we overlook it
for several reasons—there are no Pentecost fairies who bring presents or chocolate; there is no greeting card industry
build up around the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Pentecost, I believe, is also unsettling to some people. The idea of that
Rev. Chad
untamed Spirit moving in our lives causes us to worry about what or where it
could lead us. We don’t understand—none of us do, and I
don’t think Christians have a very good track record of understanding—the role of the Spirit in our lives. I think that’s
why we relegate it to a couple of lines in the Nicene Creed
and one Sunday a year.
Pentecost is a word from the Greek meaning "fiftieth
day." It is seven weeks from Easter, on the fiftieth day after
Easter. While the feast is movable, changing dates as Easter
changes each year, it is always on a Sunday, just as the first
Christian Pentecost was.
It is important to note "Christian" Pentecost because
Jews also celebrate Pentecost. They call it Shavu'ot, the Festival of Weeks, also known as the festival of First-Fruits.
The festival of weeks and of first-fruits is a harvest festival. That reminds us of the harvest of souls in the Christian
Church. The first fruits of that harvest were those souls
gathered to the Church on that first Pentecost. We celebrate
that day of first fruits not just because of those souls gathered, but primarily because it was the day of the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit upon the Church in a visible, audible, and
tangible way, giving the Church its formal start.
When the Holy Spirit descended on individual followers
of Jesus who had gathered together in Jerusalem for the Jewish holiday of Pentecost, they became the first Christian
church. New believers in Jesus were baptized as they joined
this church. They, along with the first followers of Jesus,
shared life together by focusing on teaching, fellowship,
breaking of bread, and prayer. They combined their belongings so that no one was hungry or needy. As these first
Christians lived out their new faith together, “the Lord added to their number those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).
The fact that the Spirit was given to a gathering of believers is not incidental. It underscores the centrality of the
church in God’s work in the world. The actions of the earliest Christians put all of this in boldface. The Holy Spirit is
not only given to individuals, but also, in a sense to the gathered people of God. Because of this, the gathered community of believers has always played an important part of Christian life.
For us as Nicaean Christians, and particularly as Episcopalians, the role of community in our faith life cannot be
understated. We gather together to lift one voice in song
and prayer. The sacrament of Holy Communion is so embedded in the idea of community that the elements cannot be
considered consecrated unless more than one person is present. At our altar rail we at Christ Church have the tradition
of waiting until all the people kneeling have been served
before being dismissed—reinforcing the idea that Commun-
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ion is not simply “our time with God” but instead is “our
time together with God.” In our Anglican tradition the community discerns God’s call—that’s why we have a Commission on Ministry, so that individuals cannot simply declare
God has called them into ordained ministry, but rather the
community prayerfully considers the question.
Being a Christian, living life in the fullness of the wonder of the Holy Spirit, is not something that can be done in
isolation. Being a Christian is a community endeavor. We
live, laugh, love, and work together for the Kingdom. We
carry each other in sadness and we celebrate each other’s joy.
We work together because we are stronger that way, and we
pray together for the same reason.
The day of Pentecost is meant to be a day we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit in a new and exciting
way. While we cannot always know what we will be called
to do in service to God, we are assured our community will
be behind us. I suppose that’s why I enjoy the day so
much—God endues us with amazing gifts by virtue of the
Holy Spirit. One of the most amazing of these in our community. I am very grateful for the love and support shown by
the people I have had the good fortune to worship with over
the course of my life. I thank you, the people of Christ
Church, especially for the awesome opportunity I have to
serve you as your priest and for the community you afford
me and my family.
I pray this Pentecost season that we may remember the
power of the Holy Spirit working in our lives, that we won’t
be afraid of what possibilities it may hold, and that we may
be strengthened in bonds of fellowship to love and serve our
Lord, together, through that same Spirit. Amen!
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The Rainbow Recipe of the Month
Becky B. Kersey

Watercress Salad

Cartoon

Ingredients:
Dressing:
Salad:
1 c. vegetable oil
4 bunches watercress,
1/4 c. soy sauce
chopped
1/2 c. fresh lemon juice
1 Lb. mushrooms, sliced
1 (2-3/4 oz. bag) thinly sliced 2 garlic cloves, finely
chopped
almonds
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News from DoK
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 16

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland
Chapter, will meet next in September at 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, September 19, in Hobson Library.
We had 7 members present in May.
Please contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-3262411 if you have questions or comments. All women
from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches
are eligible for membership.

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for
our members, and relatives and friends
of our members:
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our pr ayer s for
Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Joe and
Janice Sanders, Zac Carter, Betty Compton, Tom
Blevins, Patty, Samantha, Bonnie Taylor, Susan
Blevins, Doug Thompson, Roy Able, Nancy Gage, Marlene, and Edie, plus others unknown to us who have
died. We pray that God will grant his peace to all who
mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List,
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, or
telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the prayer
list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of every
month. If you want names to continue, please contact
the church office.

Directions:

Toss watercress, mushrooms and almonds together in a salad bowl. Set aside. To make
dressing, combine oil, soy sauce, lemon juice and
garlic in a blender or food processor
and toss with salad. Serves 8.
June 1, 2017
Editor’s note: The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular
feature in The Rainbow. Please submit your recipe for consideration. Bring it to the
Don Williams, Editor
church office or E-mail to
412 Ridgeway Drive
editor@cecblf.org
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630

Did you miss Sunday’s sermon?
Sermons at Christ Church are found in audio
format (MP3) on the church Website at
www.cecblf.org/ or www.christchurchbluefield.org/
(clickable on the Emailed version).
Then just click on “Click here for services,
sermons and bulletins” on the front page of the
Christ Church website. Recent sermons are in
MP3 format.

June altar flowers
The following persons have
graciously offered to
donate altar flowers
during the month of June:
June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25

Mr. Tom Coughlan
OPEN
Mr. and Mrs. Don Kersey
Ms. Emily Goodykoontz

We thank them for their kindness and generosity.
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Draft Vestry Minutes
May 10, 2017
Present: David Hardin, Linda Ammar, Kathy
Burge, Marc Meachum, Rob Merritt, Dee
Puckett, Mary Catherine Williams, Susanne Pulse, Rev. Chad Slater.
The May meeting
of the Christ Episcopal Church Vestry
was called to order on
May 10, 2017 by David Hardin who declared a quorum.
Linda Ammar led
the Vestry in a short
devotion.
The minutes of the
April meeting were
passed on a motion
made by Mary Catherine Williams and seconded by Kathy
Burge.
The
treasurer’s
report was given by
Mark
Meachum.
Christ Church received $11,000.00 as
reimbursement
for
expenses for 2016.
Linda Ammar made a
motion to approve the
financial report.
It
was seconded by
Mary Catherine Williams. The report was
approved.
Senior Warden’s
Report: Dallas Gray,
Church Secretary, is
leaving June 1, 2017.
It was decided that the Church would give her a monetary going away gift.
Junior Warden’s Repor t: The Chur ch wor k
day was a success. The next work day will be May
20. There is an excessive odor in the children’s bathroom. We will call Wolfgang Plumbing.
Education report: The childr en made sun
catchers for the residents of the Maples.

Page
7 3 August
2003
Page
June 2017

Evangelism r epor t: Ther e will be an inter faith
event at the Recreation Center on Stadium Drive,
Bluefield, West Virginia, on May 22, 2017, at 6:00
p.m.
Finance r epor t: Mar c Meachum made a motion to access the Debottis Fund. David Hardin seconded the motion. All present voted in favor of this
Motion. There was no opposition. The final approval
will be made at the
July 12, 2017 vestry
meeting.
Outreach report:
First Presbyterian and
the Lutheran Church
will help with the
Community Dinner on
June 22, 2017 at 6:00
p.m. in the parking lot
by the Church. There
was a good turnout to
help serve at the Union
Mission.
Parish Life report: The Pentecost
Birthday celebration
will be June 4, 2017.
Worship
and
Spirituality r epor t:
The West Virginia for
Spirituality will have a
retreat in the fall.
Rector’s Repor t:
Father Chad will be on
vacation from June 24,
2017 to July 1, 2017
and at Peterkin Camp
the week of July 16,
2017. There were 17
applications given out
for the Holy Innocence
Project. The Confirmation classes will
begin soon. The Bishop’s visit is October 15, 2017.
New Business: None
Old Business:
Please place items on the Parish Calendar.
There being no further business, Father Chad dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
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Community cookout June 22

M

ark your calendars and don’t
miss our third Community
cookout which will be held on Thursday, June 22nd at 6 P.M. in Chicory
Square. We are combining our efforts
with the First Presbyterian, the Immanuel Lutheran, and the Baptist Churches
to make this event the best yet.
Returning to provide us with entertainment is the local
band, Hidden Mountain Treasure, which plays gospel, blue
grass and oldies but
goodies. We hope
to have a few outdoor games available for the young at
heart! Volunteers
will be needed to
set up and clean-up
and a sign-up sheet
will be available for
Chicory Square
those of you willing
to donate food items. Your participation and attendance is
greatly appreciated. Hope to see you there!
Outreach Commission, Linda Ammar, chairman

Parish Life report
Mary Catherine Williams, Chairperson

I

want to bring everyone up to
date with
what
your
Parish
Life
Commission
has been doing.
Mark
your calendar
for a Pentecost birthday
party on June 4th. In Rowley
Hall. Our plans ar e to have a
birthday cake for each month.

O

ur annual church picnic will be on August 20th.
It will be at Lotito City park at Shelter #1 (next
to Yakkity Yak playground).
Think about signing up to host a Canterbury Club.
There’s a signup sheet on the narthex railing.
If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, there is a
sign-up board in the coffee area. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 276-326-2411 or
Email mkw@dlwco.com. This is a very important ministry for your church.
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George Clement to attend Virginia Tech

G

eorge Clement graduated from Graham High
School on May 26.
He moved to Bluefield with
his family when he was two years
old. He was baptized at Christ
Church when he was three. He
has been nurtured by his church
family through many kind deeds,
stories of faith and positive role
models.
George has participated in marching band, soccer and
tennis while attending Graham High School. He has always been curious about this wonderful world and about
the way things work. He will have a chance to study these
things in greater depth next year at Virginia Tech. He also
hopes to take in a few football games! (Go Hokies!)
George has been active for many years as one of our
lead acolytes. He is the son of Cameron and Elizabeth
Clement, and the brother of Will and Macon Clement.

Caroline Wilkinson to Radford University

C

aroline Wilkinson graduated
from Graham High School on
May 26. She will attend Radford University in the fall.
She has participated as an acolyte at
Christ Church. And was a soccer star
for Graham High School.
Caroline is the daughter of Frank
and Gina Wilkinson, the sister of Annie and Frankie Wilkinson, and the granddaughter of Patty Wilkinson and
the late Buzzy Wilkinson.

May 18 Food Pantry report
Grocery shoppers: Frank
and Bernadette Dragotto
Food Baggers: Frank, Bernadette, and
Fellowship Home volunteers
Bags prepared: 62
Refreshments furnished by: Linda Thomas
Food Pantry volunteers: John Beckett, Frank and Bernadette Dragotto, Linda Thomas, and Macon Clement
Special gifts for the month: Cleaning supplies
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May Work Days
By Dee Puckett, Junior Warden

F

ood, fun, fellowship, and a
large amount of elbow
grease were abundant at CEC during
both scheduled work days on May 9
and 20. Many parishioners shared
their time and talents to work together to clean and improve our beautiful
church.
Several projects were completed
during these two Saturday morning work days. Some of
the work completed
included cleaning and
organizing the storage
room off Rowley Hall,
dusting the library
shelves, cleaning the
library walls, painting,
cleaning of robes and
the
robing
room,
kitchen clean-up (a
work in progress), repairs to front doors,
cleaning of coffee area
cabinets, removal of
old equipment, weeding, pressure washing
of entry ways, and
more. Shew!!!
So much was accomplished by many.
But just as most of us
see even in our own
homes, many projects
still remain. It is as if
the work never ends.
If you are able to share
some of your time to
work on a project at
church please see Fr.
Chad, Mary Catherine
Williams, or myself.
We are happy to work
around your schedule
any time you feel you
have time to devote to
a project at church.
We were blessed
Don’t fall, Jennifer!!
by the work of many
parishioners as well as
volunteers from the
Mercer County Fellowship Home. Thank you all so much
for all your hard work!!
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The DeBottis Fund
PLEASE READ!!!

he DeBottis Fund was estabT
lished more than a decade ago
from a generous bequest by a former

parishioner. The money in this fund
has been reserved as a "rainy day" fund
to help cover expenses that may arise
from time to time.
At the Annual Meeting last December a deficit budget for 2017 was
approved. This was not the first time
Christ Church had approved a deficit
budget. In the last several years Christ
Church has had a unique set of opportunities and good fortune to avoid the
need for any major invasion of "rainy
day" funds.
In an effort to be good stewards of
the financial resources entrusted us, the
Vestry, in consultation with the Treasurer and Parish Administrator, have
looked at options available to the parish for meeting our financial obligations. Summer has historically been a
period of decreased giving. In examining the financial needs
over the next several months, the Vestry has looked at the
DeBottis Fund as a possible funding source.
The documents that govern the use of the DeBottis Fund
lay out a method for properly obtaining permission to use
this money. The Vestry must vote by 3/4ths majority to invade the fund, the congregation must be notified in writing,
and an announcement must be made over the course of four
successive weeks during Sunday services, before another
vote is taken to confirm the incursion.
In keeping with these restrictions, the Vestry unanimously voted to authorize the Treasurer to obtain up to $30,000 as
and when may be needed over the course of the 2017 calendar year from the DeBottis Fund. The finalizing vote for this

incursion will be held at the July meeting of the Vestry,
scheduled for July 12. This article is intended to serve as
written notice for all members of Christ Church.
While the budget for 2017 anticipated this invasion of
the DeBottis Fund, we are always looking for ways in which
the deficit might otherwise be filled. Your continued regular
giving over the summer months is a great help in maintaining
good financial practices. We would also suggest prayerfully
examining your own resources to determine if additional giving, over and above your already stated pledge, would be a
possibility.
It is the giving of our time, talent, and treasure that allows Christ Church to be a conduit for God's mercy.
Thank you for your generous support.

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Sunday
4 Day of Pentecost
Christian Education:
No Sunday School
Until September
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by

Mon
5

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

9

10

Tue
6

Wed
7

8

13

14

15

Office
Closed

Office open by
appointment

Office
Closed

Pentecost Birthday Party
in Rowley Hall

11 Pentecost 1

Trinity Sunday

10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

18 Pentecost 2
Fathers Day
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

25 Pentecost 3
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

Fr. Chad on vacation
until July 1

12 Saint

Barnabas
Apostle

7:00 p.m. Vestry
meeting
in Hobson Library

Office open by
appointment

19

July
Rainbow
Deadline
Office open by
appointment

26

22

23

27

28

29 Saint
Peter and
Saint Paul
Apostles

30

Office
Closed

6 p.m.
Community
Cookout in
Chicory Square

4:30 p.m.
Bluefield Union
Mission
Volunteers

17

Office
Closed

21

Office open by
appointment

24 The nativity
of Saint John
the Baptist

Office
Closed

2017

If your birthday is not in our database,
please contact Don Williams at
276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org

Patricia Meachum
Charlie Merritt
Stella Stultz
Annie Wilkinson
Kristen Kersey
Emily Goodykoontz

16

20

Pentecost birthday party June 4

3
7
7
8
10
11

9-11 a.m.
Food Pantry

11
14
16
18
20

Community cookout 6 p.m. June 22

NOTE: If you have information for a Sunday service
bulletin, please remember that the church office needs it by
Tuesday if possible. Please send an E-mail with your
information to secretary@cecblf.org or call 304-327-6861.

Nathaniel Kersey
Caroline Merritt
David Kersey
Juliana Valentine Paine
Susan Thomas

21
23
24
25
26
30

Becky Kersey
Marc Meachum
Mary Lou Mannschreck
Martha Shewey
Joe Sanders
Jarrod Sudduth

Christ Episcopal Church

200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910
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To our friends and family:

Our mission statement:
Christ Episcopal Church will live,
Celebrate, teach and radiate
The joy of Christian discipleship

Parish Staff
The Rev. Chad Slater, Rector
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster
Vanessa Hall, Sexton
Phone:
304-327-6861
304-325-0075
Email:
secretary@cecblf.org

The Rainbow Editorial Staff
Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman
Don Williams, Editor and Webmaster
Website:
www.ChristChurchBluefield.org
Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org

We are located in
Downtown Bluefield
West Virginia

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month. Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month.

