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The Church Periodical Club (CPC)

he Church Periodical Club is an EpiscoT
pal Institution; its ministry is to supply
books, magazines, tapes, videos and computer

programs FREE to those who cannot otherwise
obtain them and to raise the money to do this.
CPC is an independent, affiliated organization of the
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church, dedicated to
the worldwide Ministry of the Printed Word and
to the Promotion of Christian Mission. It is the
only organization in the Episcopal Church dedicated solely to providing free literature and related materials, both religious and secular, to people all over the world who need and request them
and who have no other source for obtaining
them. Prayer Books, books for seminarians, educational materials, medical textbooks, agricultural manuals and books for those in local and global mission are
some of the publications The Church Periodical Club supplies.
The Miles of Pennies Fund was established in 1988
on the 100th anniversary of The Church Periodical Club.
The Miles of Pennies Fund Committee awarded its first
grants in 1991. The maximum grant given by Miles of
Pennies is $844.80 which represents one mile of pennies.
The grants serve the needs of children from kindergarten
through high school wherever there is a need. Christ
Church Bluefield has participated in “Miles of Pennies”
for many years as witnessed by the CPC jar in Hobson
Library.
The Church Periodical Club grants are awarded from
the ingathering from the CPC boxes and other sources—
all coins and bills are placed in thanks for the many blessings that each of us receive. The Beckley Reading Camp
received a $186 grant from the CPC in 2016. The grant
will provide materials for children reading below grade
level
White UTO boxes are available on the ushers’ table
in the Christ Church narthex. Please turn your boxes back
in by October 1st or when full. When you have filled your
box and it has been emptied, you may retrieve your box
and fill it again. Just remember that all boxes must be
turned in by October 1st.
The diocesan coordinator is Debbie Ventura.
Please continue to collect for the Church Periodical
Club year-round.

If you are interested in becoming Parish Coordinator for
the two projects described on this page, please
contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411
or mkw@dlwco.com

May 2017

The United Thank Offering (UTO)

U

TO is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the
mission of the whole church. Through UTO,
men, women, and children nurture the habit of giving daily thanks to God. These prayers of thanksgiving start
when we recognize and name our many daily blessings.
Those who participate in UTO discover that thankfulness
leads to generosity. UTO is entrusted to promote thank
offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute the
monies to support mission and ministry throughout The
Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion.
The UTO grants are awarded from
the ingathering from the United Thank
Offering Blue Boxes—all coins and
bills are placed in United Thanks for
the many blessings that each of us receive. UTO Blue Boxes are available
on the ushers’ table in the Christ
Church narthex . Please turn your boxes back in by October 1st or when full.
When you have filled your box and it has been emptied,
you may retrieve your box and fill it again. Just remember
that all boxes must be turned in by October 1st.
The diocesan coordinator is Becky Szabo.
Please continue to collect for the United Thank Offering year-round.
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Attention Crafters

A

nyone interested in being a part of the Prayer
shawl Ministry at Christ Church is invited to
meet after coffee hour on May 7th to discuss plans. All
are invited. Even if you cannot knit or crochet we will
be glad to help you learn.
Please call or Email Wanda Myers, 304-425-3612
wjean@citlink.net, or Susanne Pulse, 304-320-1679
susannepulse@gmail.com, if interested but unable to
attend the meeting. Hope to see you on the 7th of May.

Cartoon

Page 2
April 20 Food Pantry report
News from DoK
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 16

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland
Chapter, will meet next at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday,
May 16, in Hobson Library. Our Study will be on the Holy Spirit.
We had three members present last month.
Please contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-3262411 if you have questions or comments. All women
from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches
are eligible for membership.

Grocery shoppers:
Frank and Bernadette
Dragotto
Food Baggers:
Fellowship Home
and Bernadette
Bags prepared: 50
Refreshments furnished by: Linda Thomas
Food Pantry volunteers: Frank and Bernadette Dragotto,
Bobbie, Linda Thomas, Betty Nash, Lily Mills
Special gifts for the month: Toiletries, given by Christ
Church
PLEASE NOTE!! Food Pantry hours are 9-11AM

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for our
members, and relatives and friends of
our members:
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our pr ayer s for
Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Joe and
Janice Sanders, Zac Carter, Betty Compton, Tom Blevins,
Patty, Samantha, Bonnie Taylor, Susan Blevins, Doug
Thompson, Roy Able, Nancy Gage, Marlene, the
Schmeltekopft family, plus Jim Mahood and others unknown to us who have died. We pray that God will grant
his peace to all who mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List, please
contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, or telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the prayer list
in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of every
month. If you want names to continue, please contact the
church office.

(April showers bring)

May altar flowers
The following persons have
graciously offered to
donate altar flowers
during the month of May:
May 7: Mr. Terry Whittington in memory of his parents
Terry E. Whittington and Thelma Kelly Whittington
May 14: Dr. and Mrs. James Paine
May 21: Mr. and Mrs. John Beckett
May 28: Mr. and Mrs. Don Williams
We thank them for their kindness and generosity.
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Christ Episcopal Church
Draft Vestry Minutes
April 12, 2017
Present:

Linda Ammar, Kathy Burge, Marc
Meachum, Rob Merritt, Dee Puckett, Teresa Paine, Mary Catherine Williams, Susanne Pulse, Rev. Chad Slater, and Frank
Dragotto, Treasurer.

The April meeting of
the
Christ
Episcopal
Church Vestry was called
to order on April 12, 2017
by Dee Puckett who declared a quorum.
Father Chad Slater
opened the meeting with a
prayer.
The minutes of the
March meeting were
passed on a motion made
by Mary Catherine Williams and seconded by
Kathy Burge.
The treasurer’s r epor t
was given by Frank
Dragotto. The letter to
the Trustees requesting
reimbursement of the cost
of the building maintenance for 2016 was discussed.
Rob Merritt
made a motion to approve
the financial report. It
was seconded by Marc
Meachum.
The report
was approved.
Junior Warden’s Report: The handicapped
doors are installed. Frye Roofing submitted an estimate to repair the roof of $2,800.00. A motion was
made by Susanne Pulse to accept that bid. Mary
Catherine Williams seconded the motion to have
Frye Roofing repair the roof for that cost. The vestry
approved. There are two (2) work days scheduled –
May 6 and May 20. Start time is 9:00 a.m. It was
suggested that we ask the men at the Fellowship
home if they would like to help. The outside lights
need repair.
Communications: The new web site is under
review.

Page
7 3August
2003
Page
May 2017

Education: The next pr oject for the Sunday
School will be to do something special for the residents of The Maples.
Evangelism: Easter ser vice will be adver tised
on Facebook.
Finance: The Finance Committee will meet
before the next vestry meeting. A new pledge drive
was discussed.
Outreach: Fir st Pr esbyterian is interested in
helping with the Community Dinner on June 22,
2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the
parking lot by the Church.
A band has been booked
for the dinner.
Parish Life: The pr ogram for the Lenten dinners was well liked. We
have 31 people sign up for
the Seder Dinner. The reception after Easter service
has been planned. The
Vestry will provide the
refreshments.
Worship and Spirituality: Ther e will be a
baptism on Easter Sunday.
Rector’s Report:
The
Bishop’s visit will be October 15. There will be
several confirmations on
that day. Father Chad will
lead the Junior High camp
at Peterkin. We have several children attending the
beginner’s camp.
The
Bland House Fund will
pay the registration fees.
Father Chad will attend the Credo Conference beginning April 25. Russ Hatfield will cover the service
while he is absent. Father Chad is discussing the Innocents Project with Bluefield Regional Medical
Center.
New Business: None
Old Business: Please place items on the Par ish
Calendar.
There being no further business, Father Chad
dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
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Christian Seder Meal Maundy Thursday

Dee Puckett, Building and Grounds Chair

B

uilt in 1921,
Christ Episcopal
Church remains a
beautiful structure in
our community. A
building almost 100
years old cannot remain such a beauty without the care
and attention of many. We are fortunate to have a dependable sexton
and many volunteers who routinely
offer assistance with various build-

ing needs.
There are always projects and improvements that
can be completed. The Building and Grounds Committee
will host Church Work Days in May. All who are able
are encouraged to arrive at the church on Saturday, May
6th and per haps again on Saturday, May 20th (Which
I noted in an article last month). We will plan to begin at
9 a.m. but welcome everyone throughout the morning.
Dress in your comfortable work clothes and join us as we
work together to “spruce up” our magnificent building.
Please bring paint brushes and available tools to help
with the projects.

Parish Life report
Mary Catherine Williams, Chairperson
I want to bring everyone up to date
with what your Parish Life Commission
has been doing.
I want to thank everyone who helped
and contributed to the Lenten dinners, Holy Week services at First United Methodist Church, the
Seder meal and the Easter reception.
Mark your calendar for a Pentecost birthday
party on June 4th. Our plans are to have a
birthday cake for each month. More information will be
presented as the time approaches.
Our annual church picnic will be on August 20th.
It will be at Lotito City park at Shelter #1 (next to Yakkity
Yak playground).
I want to thank everyone who has signed up to be a
part of this ministry. We could not do this without your
help.
Think about signing up to host a Canterbury Club.
There’s a signup sheet on the narthex railing.
If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, there is a
sign-up board in the coffee area. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 276-326-2411 or
Email mkw@dlwco.com. This is a very important ministry for your church.

W

e held our annual Christian Seder on Maundy
Thursday, April 13. It was preceded by a traditional footwashing service at 5:30 pm in St. Margaret’s
Chapel.
On Maundy Thursday we recall Christ washing the
feet of His disciples and the Last Supper. The word
"Maundy" comes from the Middle English and Old French
“mandé,” from the Latin “mandatum” (also the origin of
the English word "mandate"), the first word of the phrase
in Latin meaning “A new commandment I give unto you:
That you love one another, as I have loved you, that you
also love one another." This is said by Jesus in John 13:34
when Jesus explained to the Apostles the significance of
His action of washing their feet.
The Christian Seder was held in Rowley Hall. This
Seder commemorates the Last Supper and follows God’s
acts of salvation through Biblical history.
The Christian Seder meal was set up by the Daughters
of the King, followed by dinner provided by the Parish
Life Commission.
Dinner included lamb, chicken,
mashed potatoes, green beans and dessert.
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The Rainbow Recipe of the Month
Chris Justice

Cheesy Corn Casserole
Ingredients:
3 cups frozen corn
1 medium tomato, chopped
1 medium green pepper, chopped
1 ½ cups milk
5 T butter, melted

5 eggs, whisked
6 T flour
1 cup shredded cheddar
cheese
1 tsp salt

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In an 8 by 12 casserole
baking dish, add all the ingredients.*
* I put the vegetables in first; then I whisked the
eggs in a separate mixing bowl and added the rest of
the ingredients to the mixing bowl. After combining
the egg mixture, I poured it over the vegetables and
used a spoon to mix everything together in the casserole baking dish.

WE SERVED 143 PEOPLE

This was one of the largest crowds we have served.
David Kersey and his crew are to be congratulated.
Thanks to all who supported us.

If anyone has ticket money please turn it in
so we can make a final accounting
Thanks, Carl Thomas 304-327-6118

Bake for 50-60 minutes. Let it sit on the counter for 510 minutes to set.
Serves 8

May 1, 2017

Editor’s note: The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular
feature in The Rainbow. Please submit your recipe for consideration. Bring it to the church
Don Williams, Editor
office or E-mail to
412 Ridgeway Drive
editor@cecblf.org
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630

May 1997 issue of The Rainbow (20 years ago):

Two aspiring Architects

Volume 10,
Volume
25,Number
Number107

Christ Episcopal Church

The Rev. Joshua Saxe named

Page
7 6August
2003
Page
May 2017

The Atheist and the Bear

Lewisburg Volunteer of the Year

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods.

ather
Josh
Saxe,
known to several
members of Christ Church
through meetings of the New
Southern Deanery, tackles
volunteer tasks like flood relief in a matter-of-fact, task
oriented way. He’s not interested in being personally recognized or lauded for his efforts. His actions are an extension of his humility, his
faith and represent the caring
response of his parishioners and so many others to the
June 23, 2016 flood.
John Manchester, mayor of Lewisburg, named Father Josh the Volunteer of the Year for the year 2016 and
proclaimed January 1, 2017 to be Joshua Saxe Volunteer
of the Year Day in Lewisburg.
Saxe, rector of St. James Episcopal Church in
Lewisburg, was nominated for his commitment to organizing and coordinating volunteer efforts immediately
after the June 23 flood. He made the church available as
a command center for the United Way of the Greenbrier
Valley. For weeks the church was the distribution and
information center for people seeking and delivering donations and cleaning supplies. Most notably, Saxe and
the church congregation offered hope to residents in the
unincorporated Caldwell community, which was hit particularly hard by the flood, by setting up a distribution
center in Caldwell.

"What majestic trees!
What powerful rivers!
What beautiful animals!" he said to himself.

F

The Mountain Messenger, edited for The Rainbow.

As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a
rustling in the bushes.
Turning to look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him.
He ran as fast as he could up the path.
Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear was closing in on him.
His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run
even faster.
He tripped and fell on the ground.
He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear;
raising his paw to take a swipe at him.
At that instant the atheist cried out: "Oh my God!..."
Time stopped.
The bear froze.
The forest was silent.
It was then that bright light shone upon the man and a
voice came out of the sky saying,
"You deny my existence for all of these years, teaching
others I don't exist and even credit the creation to a
cosmic accident.
Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament?
Am I to count you as a believer?"
The atheist looked directly into the light, "It would be
hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as
a Christian now, but perhaps, could you make the
BEAR a Christian?"
"Very well," said the voice.
The light went out.
And the sounds of the forest resumed.
And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and
spoke,
"Lord, bless this food which I am about to receive and for
which I am truly thankful."

Submitted by Rebecca Broyles

Easter Bap sm

(Left) A fter a m eaningful Holy W eek , beginning
with Palm Sunday and continuing with Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday, we reached resurrection
with Easter Sunday. Shown at left is part of the crowd
assembled at the Baptismal Font for the baptism of
Owen George Hypes, a relative of the Paine family.
Total attendance for Easter Day was 128.

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Christ Episcopal Church
Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Mon
1 St. Philip

& St. James
Apostles

Sunday
7 Easter 4

9:00 Senior Class
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

Tue
2

Wed
3 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6
Church
Work
Day

9

10

11

12

13 LETTER

in Saint Margaret’s Chapel

Office
Closed

Office open by
appointment

8

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
in Saint Margaret’s Chapel

Office open by
appointment

Office
Closed

6:00 p.m.
Men’s Dinner
In Rowley Hall
7:00 p.m.
Vestry Meeting
in Hobson Library

14 Easter 5
Mothers Day

15

16

17

18

19

21 Easter 6

22 Rogation 23

24

25

26

9:00 Senior Class
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

Rogation Sunday

9:00 Senior Class
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

June
Rainbow
10:30
Deadline
DoK Meeting
in Hobson
Office open by
Library
appointment

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
in Saint Margaret’s Chapel

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
in Saint Margaret’s Chapel

Day

4:30 p.m.
Bluefield Union Mission
Volunteers

Office open by
appointment

28 Easter 7

29
30
Sunday after Ascension Memorial
9:00 Senior Class
Day
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

Ascension Day

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
in Saint Margaret’s Chapel

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

20

Possible
Church
Work
Day

27

2017

Office Closed

If your birthday is not in our database,
please contact Don Williams at
276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org

Lynn McCue Burney
Philip Cyrus
Ramona Parks
Patty Richardson
Pat Wimmer

9-11 a.m.
Food Pantry

31

Church Work Day Saturday, May 6

5
5
7
7
7

CARRIERS
FOOD DRIVE

8
9
9
16

Pentecost birthday party June 4

NOTE: If you have information for a Sunday service
bulletin, please remember that the church office needs it by
Tuesday if possible. Please send an E-mail with your
information to secretary@cecblf.org or call 304-327-6861.

Chris Justice
Parker Anderson
Joyce Morgan
Jay Kephart

17
19
22
23
24

Brayden Wimmer
Barbara Sudduth
Patricia Taylor
Gina Huffard Paine
Lori Hypes

Christ Episcopal Church

200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910
The Rainbow—May 2017

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To our friends and family:

Our mission statement:
Christ Episcopal Church will live,
Celebrate, teach and radiate
The joy of Christian discipleship

Parish Staff
The Rev. Chad Slater, Rector
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster
Dallas Gray, Parish Administrator
Vanessa Hall, Sexton
Phone:
304-327-6861
304-325-0075
Email:
secretary@cecblf.org

The Rainbow Editorial Staff
Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman
Don Williams, Editor and Webmaster
Website:
www.ChristChurchBluefield.org
Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org

We are located in
Downtown Bluefield
West Virginia

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month. Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month.

