Christ Episcopal Church
200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, WV 24701
(304) 327-6861
www.christchurchbluefield.org

August 2, 2020
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
Morning Prayer

Welcome to this Place of Prayer
This bulletin contains our liturgy today. If you are new or visiting this congregation
for the first time we invite you to fill out a Visitor’s Card (see an usher) and place it in
the collection plate located in the back of the church. We are honored you have chosen
to worship with us today and hope that you will continue your faith journey here.

Opening Versicle
Psalm 122:1
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."
Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
1

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant alone stands and says
May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand
Officiant

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

People
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen. Alleluia.
2

Venite

Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
The Psalm
Psalm 17:1-7,16
Exaudi, Domine
1
Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my
prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2
Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed
on justice.
3
Weigh my heart, summon me by night, melt me down; you will find no
impurity in me.
4
I give no offense with my mouth as others do; I have heeded the words
of your lips.
3

5
6
7
16

My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; in your paths my feet shall
not stumble.
I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me
and hear my words.
Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, O Savior of those who take
refuge at your right hand from those who rise up against them.
But at my vindication I shall see your face; when I awake, I shall be
satisfied, beholding your likeness.

Said together

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson
Genesis 32:22-31
The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and
his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent
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them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left
alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will
not let you go, unless you bless me.” So, he said to him, “What is your name?”
And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob,
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.”
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So, Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.”
The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
People
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you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A Song of Praise
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Benedictus es, Domine

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; we will praise you and
highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your
majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; we will praise you and highly
exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to
you
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly
exalt you for ever.
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Second Lesson

Romans 9:1-5

I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms
it by the Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the
sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites,
and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the
law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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O Glory to God

Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
Gospel Lesson

Matthew 14:13-21

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went
6

ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their
sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they
may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to

eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And
he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what
was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon

Pastor Paul Barker

The Apostles' Creed

Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers

The People stand or kneel
Officiant
The Lord
People

be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

B
V.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

R.

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

V.

Day by day we bless you;

R.

We praise your name for ever.

V.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

R.

Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.

V.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

R.

For we put our trust in you.

V.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

R.

And we shall never hope in vain.
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The Collect
We pray together as the people of God
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and,
because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it
always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (Form IV)
The Prayers of the People are Form IV, found on page 388 in the Book of
Common Prayer.
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We
pray for: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for
Mike, our Bishop, for Fr. Chad, our Priest. Father, we pray for the Diocesan
Officers and Trustees, and in our Companion Diocese of Colombia The
Rev. Juan Carlos Restrepo of Catedral de San Pablo. We pray also for
those engaged in mission and ministry here at Christ Church, especially, for
Christ Church Sunday School Program and the Education Committee,
Elizabeth Clement, chairwoman.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, especially Donald, our President, Jim and Ralph,
our governors, and Ron & Don, our mayors, and all the nations, in the ways
of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common
good.
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Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially those celebrating
birthdays this week: Michelle Parks, Sue Troutner, Bryce Wimmer, Kyle
Kersey, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as
he loves us.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially those
listed in our bulletin and all those we remember now either silently or aloud:
(pause and count to ten)
And all those whose need for healing is known to You alone. Give them
courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died. We pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
(The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect)
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A Prayer for Mission
Said together

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace

We share the joy of the Good News!

All stand. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

People
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord by waving their hands.
No physical touching at this time, please.

Announcements

Information for the good of the parish is shared at this time.
Individuals may share personal news at this time as well in order to foster fellowship.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
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We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant and People

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time
with one accord to make our common supplication to you;
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name
you will be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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Dismissal and Concluding Sentences
Officiant
Let us bless the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14
The Altar Flowers are given today by
David Hardin in memory of loved ones.
Participants in Today’s Liturgy
Acolyte
Allyson Bowling
Lector
Allyson Bowling
Altar Guild
Linda Ammar Elizabeth Clement Betty Nash
Birthdays This Week: Michelle Parks, Sue Troutner, Bryce Wimmer, Kyle
Kersey
Last Sunday Attendance
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Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor,
Joe Sanders, Lee Puckett, Sr., Mabeline & Elton Robinson, Bea Paine, Lynn
Burney, Marilyn Denney, Donna Fortune, Bob and Peggy Walk, Susan Jewell,
John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Kelly Cox, Mike
McLeod, Maxine Stevenson, Dean Farmer, Bob Moore, Haddon Lazenby,
Jack Burchette, Nick, JL, Cis Barrett, the Riddle Family, Kathy, Patsy Arnold,
Randy Snider
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Calendar of Events:
Wednesdays in August
Wednesday – August 12
Sunday – August 16
Wednesday – August 19
Thursday – August 20
Wednesday – August 26

Bible Study/Social gathering (Zoom) 10:30am
Union Mission 3:30pm
Bagging for Food Pantry after Church
Vestry Meeting 7:00pm
Food Pantry 9:00am – 11:00am
Union Mission 3:30pm

Announcements:
Masks: We are still accepting masks to give to church members who would
like to attend services but do not have one. If you would like to contribute,
please see Pastor Paul.
Church Periodical Club: We are still accepting donations. You may send your
contribution to the church and please be sure to memo it for CPC. Thank you!
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Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish
the Rev. Chad Slater
Mr. Paul Barker
the Rev. Russ Hatfield
Mr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Ms. Emma Bennett
Mrs. Vanessa Hall
Mrs. Becky Beckett
Mr. Tom Coughlan

Rector
Pastor
Guest Celebrant
Organist & Choirmaster
Parish Administrator
Sexton
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
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