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The annual pet blessing took place at Christ Episcopal Church on Sunday, October 14, with Father
Chad Slater officiating.
In attendance were nine dogs, one cat in absentia (collar only) and assorted hermit crabs. Each animal
received a blessing along with a Saint Francis Pet Medal. Snacks were provided for pets as well as the owners.

Pictured from left to right: Adam
Wooten, Stephanie Caldwell, and
Xander the Great Dane; Shelia
Brooks and pet; Father Chad blessing Will Puckett’s pet.

Christ Church will soon have T-shirts and hoodies for sale. The
shirts are gray and will feature the Episcopal shield on the front. The
words "Love Is The Way" will be on the back, along with the church's
name, in red and blue.
Pre-orders will be taken in the Narthex. The cost is $15 for shortsleeve shirts and $21 for long-sleeve shirts and hoodies.
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Members of Christ Church gathered Sunday, October 14, after
coffee hour to bag groceries for the Food Pantry, which was held
Thursday, October 18. Refreshments for the morning were provided by John and Carol Georgis, and special gifts of the month were
blankets. Ninety bags were distributed to those in need. Food Pantry workers were Peter and Patricia Taylor, Betty Nash and Charlie
Blevins, Linda Thomas, Becky and John Beckett, Mary Catherine Williams, and John and Carol Georgis. As winter
approaches and the weather gets colder the Food Pantry becomes busier. Volunteers are always welcome to help
with the Food Pantry. Thanks to everyone who participated in making this outreach event possible.

Twelve members attended the Christ Church ECW dinner meeting October 10 for a delicious meal of soup, pasta,
salad, bread and desserts provided by Jennifer Slater, Shirley Ofsa and Patty Richardson.
Linda Thomas opened the meeting with a prayer. Following dinner, members were updated on ECW projects:





The Nursery Project, to refurbish the Nursery room, which should be accomplished in a few weeks.
The Salvation Army Project, which is expected to be completed soon, thanks to Betty Nash’s leadership as
chair and to the contributions by so many of soaps, shampoos, towels and washcloths for the Salvation Army’s
shower facilities in Bluefield W.Va.
The Food Pantry Monthly Special Items project, for which plans
are to distribute blankets for the October and November Food
Pantries. If you would like to donate, bring blankets to the church.
The Food Pantry special item for December will be hats, scarves
and gloves. These items can be brought to the church and left in
the Narthex.

The meeting was closed by members reciting the Episcopal Women’s
Prayer.
The next ECW dinner meeting will be December 5 at 5:30 p.m.

The Daughters of the King (DOK) met October 16 in Hobson Library, with
eight members present to discuss Deborah. The group decided not to meet in
November, so the next meeting will be December 18 at 10:30 a.m. The study
and discussion will be on Anna, and in January will be Dinah.
Anyone interested in attending a meeting should contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com. The Daughters of the King is an
Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in
communion with it, or churches in the historic episcopate but not in communion with it.
Membership includes women in Episcopal, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches. Locally, the group
includes two members from Sacred Heart Catholic and one other who is interested. There may be some interest
from the Lutheran church as well, so if you know anyone from these churches, please invite them to our next
meeting.
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On October 10th, 120 BBQ meals were prepared and served at the Union Mission. Those participating were: Susan Helmandollar & Sammy Moore from Christ
Church, Pocahontas, and Shirley Ofsa and Art Mead from Christ Church, Bluefield.
Dinner was prepared for those in need at the Union Mission on Wednesday, October 24th. Those who volunteered their time to help were Sheila Brooks and friend, Jim
and Chris Justice, Art Meade, Patty Richardson, and the Slater family. Hot dogs, chips,
cookies and drinks were served to 160 people. Please consider giving of your time to help
with this most rewarding outreach program.

The 141st Annual Diocesan Convention for West Virginia was held October 19-20 in Sutton at the Flatwood Days Inn & Suites and Conference Center. Representing Christ Church were Father Chad Slater, Jennifer
Slater, and delegates Wanda Myers and Susanne Pulse.
Convention business included a review of the budget and finances by David Ramkey, Chief Financial Officer of the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia, followed by lunch and a report on the National Convention by
delegates who had attended, including Father Chad. One of the agenda items for the national convention had
been the proposed revision of the Book of Common Prayer. Despite passing in the House of Delegates, the revision did not pass the House of Bishops.
The Diocesan Convention also included a viewing of
the sermon delivered by the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
during the Revival portion of the National Convention. This
is well worth the time it takes to watch, and there was much
discussion about hopefully we will be able to do this at our
church. One of the discussions revolved around how we can
implement this in our church.
The main service of the Diocesan Convention was a
very inspiring healing Eucharist with two healing stations on
the Feast Day of St. Luke. On Saturday morning, there was a
recitation of the Rosary of Divine Mercy using Anglican
beads. I did not attend this as it was at 7:00 a.m., but if you
are curious about the Divine Mercy Rosary, it is on EWTN
(370) every day at 3:15 p.m.
Also on Saturday, Bishop Klusmeyer gave his report. He spoke much about change and how necessary it
is. He also talked about how much Church of the Heavenly
Rest is doing. Other rewards were also given out. We had
only one election that was contested and we had to vote, and
that was Standing committee. Josh Saxon from St. James in
Lewisburg was clergy and Barbara Hinkle was lay delegate.
Many thanks to Father Chad and Jennifer for giving
Susanne Pulse and me a ride. The return home was especially Pictured above: Jennifer Slater presents Christ
nice since Father Chad took us on a back road tour. Many
Episcopal’s UTO offering of $849.03 at the
thanks for letting us represent you at convention.
Annual Convention.
- Submitted by Wanda J. Myers
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Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church Bluefield, West Virginia
October 17, 2018
Present: Rob Merritt, Don Kersey, Frank
Dragotto, Becky Beckett, Dee Puckett, Teresa Paine,
Susanne Pulse, Mary Catherine Williams and Father
Chad Slater.

Finance: Frank Dragotto made a motion to
accept the Manual and Statement of Financial Practices
and Policies. Don Kersey seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

Outreach: Grant’s could not deliver the grocerThe October meeting of the Christ Episcopal
ies for the food pantry. Peter Taylor picked up and deChurch Vestry was called to order on October 17, 2018, livered the groceries to the church.
by Rob Merritt who declared a quorum.
Parish Life: Christ Church will be visited by
Rob Merritt led the vestry in a short devotion.
the Director and some of the students from the Boy’s
Home in Covington, Virginia. The Director will present
The treasurer’s report was given by Frank
Dragotto. The financial reports reviewed. Don Kersey a program at coffee hour.
made the motion to accept the financial report. It was
Worship and Spirituality: A spirituality proseconded by Rob Merritt. The motion passed unanigram is under development for the beginning of Advent.
mously.
The Rev. Deacon Nancy Martin has tentatively agreed
Junior Warden’s Report: An exterminator has to lead this program. Preferred dates were discussed but
will be confirmed with Deacon Martin.
been hired to catch a raccoon that is somehow getting
inside the church. Charlie Blevins trimmed the shrubs.
Rector’s Report: The St. Francis Pet Blessing
It is time for the annual test of the back flow valve for
was a success. The Diocesan Convention is October 19
West Virginia America Water. Dee Puckett obtained
and 20 at Flatwoods. Father Chad has had success with
two (2) estimates for repair of the driveway. Frank
recruitment for the Lay-Eucharistic Ministers program.
Dragotto made the motion to award the contract to
He presided over the Whalen-Burnette wedding at
Dotson Paving at a cost of $5,850.00. Don Kersey se- Pipestem. An All Saints’ service will be held on Novemconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. ber 1, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. We will also have an All Saints
The exit door in the nursey needs to be replaced. This service on Sunday, November 4, 2018. We need choir
can be done at a cost of $300.00 plus labor.
members.
Communications: The Policy and Guidelines
New Business: There will be four vacancies on
for the use of the Parish Building and Grounds was reviewed. Frank Dragotto made the motion to accept the the Vestry for 2019. Christmas Eve Services will be at
5:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
Policy and Guidelines. Mary Catherine Williams seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Old Business: There is a Columbarium ComEducation: There will be a Halloween party on mittee and an Air Conditioning Committee. Father
October 24 for the Sunday School children at First Pres- Chad will forward the proposed Church by-laws to the
byterian Church.
Trustees for review.
Evangelism: Pens will be ordered that have the
There being no further business, Father Chad
name of the Church and the website on them. Orders
will be taken for t-shirts and hoodies that will have the dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Episcopal shield on the front and our name and a slogan Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
on the back.
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Stephanie Smith grew up in Dunn, a small town
in North Carolina. So did her husband, Charles. In fact,
they had known each other from childhood because her
father, an attorney, was the lawyer for the company
where Charles’ mother worked.
Stephanie and Charles dated
twice in high school. According to
Stephanie, however, she was very
shy and hardly spoke to him, so these dates were “duds.” But this was
not to be the end of their story. She
attended Salem College, an all-girls’
school in Winston-Salem, N.C., for
two years before transferring to the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Charles was already a
student at UNC-Chapel Hill, studying math, economics and computer
science, and they found themselves
in a class together. Stephanie says
that Charles remembered she’d been a good note-taker
in high school, so he called her to ask for her class
notes. They then started dating again, and this time it
was a success. They became engaged and married right
after he graduated. Stephanie lacks one year of graduating with a major in psychology.
Stephanie was much like an only child because
her brother and sister were so much older than she.
Her mother was a homemaker, and Stephanie remembers her childhood as happy. Her father died in 1990,
and her mother in 2002, but she remains close to her
siblings—both of whom still live in North Carolina.

her that ultimately he wanted to live in the mountains,
and they frequently vacationed in the mountains of
North Carolina. At some point they visited the mountains of southwest Virginia and loved the area.
Twelve years ago, after both sets of
parents had passed away, they finally made
the move. Charles started his own consulting business in computer programming so
that he could work from home, and they
moved to Rocky Gap, Va., buying a large
house with many surrounding acres. After
seven years they decided they needed less to
take care of, so in 2012, they bought a
house in Bluefield, Va. Both of them loved
their new home in the mountains.
Shortly after their move, Charles
developed diabetes. He was extremely intelligent, says Stephanie, and researched his
condition, taking herbal supplements and
other natural remedies. When his vision
became compromised, he finally sought treatment from
a physician, but the damage had been done. Charles
died of a heart attack a year and a half after his diabetes
diagnosis. Stephanie was her husband’s caretaker until
Dec. 19, 2016, when he passed away.
Stephanie was a stay-at-home mother throughout her childrearing years and homeschooled both her
children: a son, Justin, now 32; and a daughter, Caroline,
age 35. She also took care of her parents during illnesses before they passed away. She has sold Avon in the
past and began selling it again a few months ago. She
also works part-time at Leslie Ann’s Dress Shop and
hopes to soon begin another part-time job at First United Methodist Church in Bluefield, Va.

When Stephanie was growing up she and her
siblings would spend the entire summer at their beach
house at Long Beach on Oak Island, N.C., and her faStephanie grew up in the Baptist church, in
ther would spend the weekends with them. These mem- which her parents and grandparents were very active
ories are some of her happiest from childhood.
members. During college she drifted away from church,
After marrying Charles, she continued to live in then attending only occasionally when her children were
North Carolina for several years, not too far from the
little. When she was living in Wake Forest, the novel
coast, just outside Raleigh in Wake Forest, N.C. From “At Home in Mitford” by Jan Karon inspired her to visthe time they started dating, however, Charles had told it an Episcopal church, which (Continued on page 6)
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(Smith Continued) which she says she would never
have done if not for reading the book. She found that
she loved the prayers, the liturgy and the order of service of the Episcopal church, and she felt at home. She
knows what she wants to say to the Lord, she says, but
she feels that the prayers in our Book of Common Prayer express these feelings beautifully and far better than
she can. She went through confirmation in the Episcopal church in Wake Forest. After moving to Rocky
Gap, she searched for an Episcopal church and found
St. Mary’s, where she again felt very much at home.
When St. Mary’s was to close, she says she and
other members “dug their heels in,” fighting to keep
the church open. Finally, she says, she realized that
closing was the only option because there just weren’t
enough people attending to do the work of the church.
After Father Tom Day talked to Father Chad Slater, the
congregation of St. Mary’s was told that Christ Church
would welcome them with open arms. When she heard

this, she finally accepted the merger of the two churches.
Stephanie says the hardest part of moving to
Christ Church is starting church an hour earlier than at
St. Mary’s, but she thinks the people of Christ Church
are extremely friendly and welcoming, which has made
the transition much easier.
Stephanie is now trying to sell her house and
downsize. She wants to move from Bluefield, Va., to
Bluefield W.Va., so she is experiencing many transitions
at once.
Now that she feels more settled in Christ
Church, however, she thinks the other transitions in her
life will be easier. She wants to become more involved
at Christ Church and feels this will be a gradual transition for her after she completes her move.
-By Mimi Merritt and Teresa Paine

tist college library book half a century later. Just
as “Sailors know the hard language of knots,”
as he observes in “Not Lost: Island Voices,”
Merritt knows and speaks in the hard language
of precise images. Once a reader encounters a
love poem as tender as Merritt’s “Floating Lanterns,” or a place poem as devoted as his “Why
Don’t You Stay, Just a Little Bit Longer?” she
will not forget View from Blue-Jade Mountain.

Rob Merritt, Christ Church Senior
Warden and chair of the English Department
at Bluefield College, will have a book published
this Spring by Finishing Line Press in Kentucky.
The book, View from Blue-Jade Mountain,
is Rob’s third book of poetry. Jesse Graves,
poet and professor of English at East Tennessee State University and author of Tennessee
Landscape with Blighted Pine and Basin Ghosts, has
written the following about Rob’s book:
Rob Merritt writes in the distinguished
lineage of Appalachia-based poets, like Jeff Daniel
Marion and George Scarbrough, who take inspiration from the transcendent Chinese literary and spiritual traditions. The poems in View from Blue-Jade
Mountain evoke the sensibilities of astute predecessors like Li Bai and Shih-Shu, yet very much live in
the present, engaged in a world both philosophical
and tactile. Merritt is a master of making connections
not previously seen, between experiences, places,
diverse art forms, and friends who have lost touch.
In the sweeping “Book Report,” he creates a direct
line between the author Pearl Buck’s mother in China, and the young girl who reads about her in a Bap-

To determine the size of the first press
run, the publishers request that people interested in this book preorder now or by December
1. The book will ship on February 8, 2019, and Rob will sign
your book at a reading at a local venue soon after. The book
may be ordered online ($14.99 plus $2.99 shipping) at:
https://www.finishinglinepress.com/product/viewfrom-blue-jade-mountain-by-robert-merritt/

or by mail:
Finishing Line Press
PO Box 1626
Georgetown, KY 40324
By mail only: If ordering multiple copies, shipping is $2.99
for the first copy and $1.99 for each additional copy.
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October brings many things—changing leaves,
cooler weather, pumpkin spice everything, and the West
Virginia Diocesan Convention. Each fall the Diocese
gathers at a hotel or convention center selected by the
host church (or churches) to celebrate new ministries,
share ideas, and receive updates from around the state.
We are also tasked with more mundane chores such as
approving a budget and reviewing various resolutions
proposed from individuals, churches, or deaneries
around the Diocese.
This year our convention was held in Flatwoods,
West Virginia (interestingly enough, the geographic center of the state). Representing Christ Church was Susanne Pulse and Wanda Myers. We should all be very
proud of these two individuals who have diligently and
earnestly represented our parish at this and several other
recent conventions. Jennifer also accompanied us to
convention. Bishop Klusmeyer’s wife, Marsha, holds a
special luncheon every year at convention for the clergy
spouses of the Diocese (a meager consolation prize for
such a long suffering role as a clergy spouse, but a wonderful gesture none the less). All told, convention sometimes seems more like a family reunion than an extended
business meeting, and for that I think we can all be
proud. There is a cordialness in this Diocese not present in all parts of the Church. Jennifer and I, as well as
Wanda and Susanne, are fortunate to have many friends
from around the church.

Pray: Dwell intentionally with God each day.
Worship: Gather in community weekly to thank,
praise, and dwell with God.
Bless: Share faith and unselfishly give and serve.
Go: Cross boundaries, listen deeply, and live like
Jesus.
Rest: Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, and
restoration.
This is an exciting opportunity to reflect on our
own lives and ministry. Over the next few months you
can expect me and other church leaders to discuss how
these points can improve our lives, engage our community, and lead us deeper into discipleship. Be on the
lookout for more information and material.
Until then, I would encourage you, my brothers
and sisters, to intentionally look for ways to reach out in
love. As Bishop Curry would say, “Love God, love your
neighbor, and while you’re at it, love yourself.”
Amen.

This year’s convention—the 141st Convention of
the Diocese of West Virginia for those keeping track—
was themed “The Way of Love.” This theme was
adapted from Presiding Bishop Curry’s program for
what he calls, “Practices for a Jesus-Centered Life.”
This is part of his national “Love is the Way” campaign.
The central points to “The Way of Love” are:
Turn: Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus.
Learn: Reflect on Scripture each day, especially
on Jesus’ life and teachings.
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Four Corners Sunday School

Combine:
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup all purpose flour
1 cup chopped pecans
In a separate bowl, combine
and mix well:
2/3 cup butter, melted but not
hot
2 eggs, beaten til mixed
Stir this into the flour mixture
just until moist

The month of October brought about some wonderful moments for the Four Corners Sunday School. The collective group enjoyed an afternoon of bowling and pizza at
the Mountaineer Bowling Lanes on Cumberland Road in
Bluefield on October 7th (pictured on far left). A few weeks
later, the First Presbyterian Church hosted a wonderful Halloween Party (pictured in the middle and right). Everyone
came dressed in their costumes and enjoyed games, food, and
most importantly CANDY!

But for the grace of others I
wouldn't know how to cook, so
I like to give credit to those who
have shared recipes. This was
passed on to me by Kaki Roach,
who says it was given to her by
Jo and Garland Bruce --all outstanding cooks! Enjoy.
Submitted by Norma MahoodBay

Fill regular size paper muffin
cups 2/3 full
Bake @ 350 degrees 20-25
minutes
Check at 15-20 minutes because
you don't want them too brown.
Norma's way:
I use a mini-muffin pan.
The recipe makes 24.
Use a dark non-stick pan. Spray
with Bakers Joy. Lower temperature to 325 degrees and bake
-14 minutes
Don't over bake
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November

Father Chad Vacation NOVEMBER 21—December 2

Father Chad Vacation NOVEMBER 21—December 2

The following people have graciously offered to
donate flowers for the month of November:

Betty Nash
Linda Thomas
Elizabeth Sudduth
Patricia Taylor

November 4:

Mrs. Becky Steorts

November 11:

Ms. Kathy Burge

November 18:

Dr. Teresa Paine

November 25:

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Broyles

3

Charlie Blevins

14

Rob Merritt

23

Bill Denney

3

Chas Davis

15

Art Mead

24

Patrick Paine

4

Kate Faber Tombillo 18

Debbie Faber

28

Grey Kiser

9

Frank Dragotto

19

Jaret Taylor

30

Elizabeth Burton

10

Kathy Burge

22

Linda Ammar
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The Rainbow—October 2018

To our friends and family:

November 2018
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