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The Beacon on the Hill 

On October 31, 1517, a young German 
scholar posted a disputation on theology on the 
church door of the college town he lived in.  
There were 95 points to this lengthy paper—
none of which the priest and professor who 
posted them thought would be highly contro-
versial.  They disputed the right of the church 
to sale “indulgences,” that is to say, to sale 
special privileges in heaven and allow mone-
tary donations as an avenue to forgiveness of sins.  As it turns 

out, these “95 Theses,” with their official 
title being, “Disputatio pro declaratione 
virtutis indulgentiarum” or “the Disputa-
tion on the Power of Indulgences” be-
came very controversial—to the point of 
heresy trials, excommunications, sentenc-
es of death, revolutions, iconoclasms, and 
outright war.   
      Although he only intended to argue 
against what he saw as an un-Biblical 
practice, Martin Luther changed the 
world that day 500 years ago.  His ideas 

brought forth the Reformation and created a new understanding 
of Christianity, or at least brought one out that had lain dormant 
for centuries.  Luther expanded his understanding of grace, 
scripture, and salvation in several books which launched point-
ed attacks at unsound dogma, a corrupt church hierarchy, and 
misguided tradition.  Following his trial of sorts at the Diet of 
Worms, Luther refused to recant his position, supposedly de-
claring, “Here I stand.  I can do no other.”  He and his follow-
ers would be excommunicated and his work ushered in an era 
of violence and cultural division that continues to shape politics 
and society to this day.  His work also began renewed scholar-
ship in Scripture and theology and provided an avenue for rea-
son in faith expression that persists.  Few events and even few-
er people have had this kind of far reaching influence.       

Luther’s work managed to influence thinkers all across the 
European continent, and in particular certain likeminded re-
formers in England.  Indeed, we as Anglicans owe a good deal 
of our theological framework—even if we came to slightly dif-
ferent conclusions—to Luther.  Thomas Cranmer was influ-
enced heavily by reformers on the continent (even as he initial-
ly opposed many of Luther’s ideas) which can be seen in the 39 
Articles and in the early English Liturgy.  The Reformation, 
born in Germany, had travelled across the English Channel to 
find a new kind of theology.   

As most of you know, I attended seminary with a large 
number of Lutheran students.  I know more about Martin Lu-
ther than any Episcopalian has a right to! One thing that this 
interaction has given me is an appreciation for the Reformation, 
and by extension, the constant need for reformation.  As the 
church, we must never be too complacent in our position and 
must, as the need and circumstance arises, be prepared to adapt 
appropriately.  While the church looks toward things eternal, 
we still reside in a place that is temporal.   

Phyllis Tickle, an Anglican theologian and church scholar 
of the late 20th and early 21st century, noted that throughout 
Christian history, major upheavals took place every 500 hun-
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dred years.  As we come to the point of the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation and look at the reality of the world around us, it 
would be hard to say we are not currently in the midst of such an 
upheaval.  Much like the dire warning of the ancient Chinese 
curse, “May you live to see interesting times,” we now find our-
selves in interesting times.   

The church, as the body of Christ, is a living thing.  It 
changes, it evolves, it moves as it needs to in order to meet the 
needs presented it.  The most damage that can be inflicted on 
this body that is the church is the resistance to reorient itself to 
the principals that made it unique in the first place.  It is vital to 
the life and health of the church to reform ourselves from time to 
time to more closely resemble the body we are intended to be.  
The world is changing and the church must change with it—not 
into something more worldly, but sometime more closely 
grounded in the love of Christ and in Holy Scripture.  After all, 
it is that love of Christ and devotion to the Kingdom of God that 
makes us different from any other group in the world.   

My brothers and sisters, change is scary.  But what is even 
more frightening is withering away from lack of transformation.  
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and 
the work of our brother, Martin, may we never be afraid of any-
thing but failing to adhere to and spread the Gospel.  May the 
Reformation we live in now set the world on fire for the love 
and glory of God!  Amen! 

 
Collect for Reformation Day: 
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on 

Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in your grace and truth, 
protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against 
all enemies, and grant to Your Church your saving peace; 
through Jesus Christ, Your son, our Lord, who live s and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



November altar flowers 
 

The following persons have gracious-
ly offered to donate altar flowers dur-
ing the month of November: 
 
November 5 Mrs. Becky Steorts 
November 12- Mrs. Kathy Burge 
November 19 Dr. Teresa Paine 
November 26 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Broyles 
  
We thank them for their kindness and generosity. 
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Our Prayers are offered 
 

For Healing and God's Presence for 
our members, and relatives and 
friends of our members: Dorene 
Dimes, Wanda Myers, Wanda Myers, 
Rosemary, Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, 
Joe Sanders, Tom Blevins, Marlene, Lee 
Puckett, Sr., Edi, Linda, Valerie Ma-
hood, Sierra, Mary Hawthorne, Hal Gusler, Thomas 
Jaworski, Alex B., Toni R, Roy Abel, and Phyllis & 
Nelson Walker.  
 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we com-
mend our prayers for those unknown to us who have 
died. We pray that God will grant his peace to all who 
mourn. 
 

To list someone for addition to the Prayer List, 
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, 
or telephone at (304) 327-6861.  Please note that the 
prayer list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of 
every month.  If you want names to continue, please 
contact the church office. 

News from DoK 
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, November 21 

 

O ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of 
Scotland Chapter, will meet Tuesday, Novem-

ber 21 at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library.  
We had to cancel our October meeting.  We are study-

ing “What happens when women pray” by Evelyn Chris-
tenson.  Please review chapters 1 and 2 for the November 
meeting.  See Mary Catherine if you need a book. 

Please contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-
2411 if you have questions or comments.  All women 
from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches 
are eligible for membership. 

October 19 Food Pantry report  
 
Grocery shoppers:  Patty 

Richardson, Sheila Brooks 
Food baggers:  Peter and Patty 

Richardson, Betty Nash, Eliza-
beth Clement, Kipp Cortez, and 
Chad, Jennifer, Ben and Emma 
Slater 

Food bags prepared:  72, Distributed 72 
Refreshments furnished by:  Linda Thomas 
Food Pantry volunteers:  Patty Richardson, Carol 

Georgis, Kipp Cortez, Chad Slater 

W hen local 
daylight 
time is 

about to reach Sunday, 
November 5, 2017, 
2:00:00 am clocks are 
turned backward 1 hour to 
Sunday, November 5, 
2017, 1:00:00 am local 
standard time instead.  
Remember the old re-
minder, “Spring Forward, 
Fall Back?  Using this, 
you should be able to 
avoid arriving for church 
an hour early! 



Parish Life report 
Mary Catherine Williams 
 

 

I want to thank everyone who helped 
with the reception for the bishop on Octo-
ber 15.  I couldn’t have done it without your help. 

Thank you! 

Did you miss Sunday’s sermon? 
 

Sermons at Christ Church are found in audio for-
mat (MP3) on the church Website at www.cecblf.org/ 
or www.christchurchbluefield.org/ (clickable on the 
Emailed version). 

Then just click on “Click here for services, ser-
mons and bulletins” on the front page of the Christ 
Church website.   Recent sermons are in MP3 format. 

Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church 
Bluefield, West Virginia 
October 11, 2017 
 

Present: David Hardin, Linda Ammar, Rob Mer-
ritt, Dee Puckett, Teresa Paine, Mary Catherine Williams, 
Susanne Pulse, and Frank Dragotto, Treasurer, Father 
Chad Slater.  Trustees:  David M. Ker-
sey, Peter Richardson and Buck Sow-
ers. 

The October meeting of the Christ 
Episcopal Church Vestry was called to 
order on October 11, 2017 by David 
Hardin who declared a quorum. 

Linda Ammar led the Vestry in a 
short devotion.   

The minutes of the September 
meeting were passed on a motion made 
by Linda Ammar and seconded by 
Mary Catherine Williams.  

Buck Sowers gave the Trustees’ 
Report regarding the assets and re-
sources of the Church.  

The treasurer’s report was given 
by Frank Dragotto.  The financial re-
ports were distributed and reviewed.  A 
motion was made by Mary Catherine 
Williams to accept the treasurer’s re-
port.  It was seconded by Linda Ammar.  The report was 
approved. 

Senior Warden’s Report:  Marc Meachum resigned 
from the Vestry.  He will not be replaced since his term 
ends in December, 2017.  A letter regarding stewardship 
will go out to the congregation the week following the 
vestry meeting.  Pledge cards will be distributed to the 
congregation.  Members of the congregation will be asked 
to speak on stewardship.  David Hardin will take Marc 
Meachum’s place on the budget committee. 

Junior Warden’s Report:  The new door has been 
ordered.  Episcopal Church Men will donate $3,000.00 for 
payment of the new door.  Frye Roofing fixed the leak 
above the organ.  They will fix the downspout.  The lan-

terns on the front of the Church will be replaced and the 
cost will be covered by the Memorial Fund.  A Beginning 
Yoga class will be taught at the Church on Tuesday in No-
vember.  Non-perishable food will be collected for the 
food pantry. 

Communications:  The new website will be complet-
ed and on line soon. 
      Education: Children’s Sunday 
School has been well attended.   
      Evangelism:  There will be a SAFE 
event on December 5, 2017. 
      Finance: David Hardin made the 
motion that we will retain a financial 
advisor to examine all the Church’s as-
sets to determine the best utilization of 
our resources.  Mary Catherine Wil-
liams seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed.   
      Outreach: Patty Richardson con-
tacted Grants about delivering food for 
the food pantry. The costs will be ap-
proximately $800.00 per month.  Dinner 
will be delivered to the Fellowship 
Home on October 12.   
      Parish Life:  Jim and Chris Justice 
will host Canterbury Club on the Satur-
day prior to the Bishop’s visit.  There 

will be a reception following the Bishop’s visit.  There 
will be a light lunch after the annual meeting on December 
3. 

Rector’s Report:  St. Mary’s Episcopal Church will 
join us for the Bishop’s visit.  Father Chad gave the invo-
cation at the 9/11 Ceremony.  The Clergy presence is 
smaller in town. The Diocesan Convention will be held the 
last weekend in October in Charleston. 

New Business: None 
Old Business:   None 
There being no further business, Father Chad dis-

missed the meeting with a prayer. 
Respectfully submitted: 

Susanne Pulse, Secretary 
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Bishop Klusmeyer visits Christ Church 
His visit included Confirmations and Receptions 

 

B ishop Klusmeyer visited Christ Church on Sun-
day, October 15, when he received two adults into 

the Episcopal Church from the Greek Orthodox Church 
and he confirmed three adults.  Approximately 95 people 
attended the service.  Please see below for the names. 

The bishop’s visit began Saturday evening with a 
Canterbury Club social at the home of Jim and Chris Jus-
tice.  Approximately 22 folks attended.  

A reception was held in Rowley Hall following the 
church service on Sunday morning, and after that the 
bishop met with the vestry before returning to Charleston. 

L-R: Father Slater, Howard Troutner, Charlie Blevins and Betty Nash (Confirmed),  
Carol and John Georgis (Received), and Bishop Klusmeyer. 

 

Gail and Happy Leist Madeline Sowers Part of the crowd 



NOTE: 
The next Canterbury Club will be SATURDAY 

November 11, 6:00 p.m., at the home of Kipp 
Cortez, 817 Highland Avenue in Princeton. 

 
Please bring your favorite dish and a friend! 

We hope to see you there! 
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More pictures 
from the  
Bishop’s visit 
 
(Below, L-R, top to 
bottom) Sanctuary 
during service, Bish-
op with children in 
Children’s Chapel, 
Confirmands during 
confirmation 

 Donation Yoga 
  
A Beginner’s Level Class 

 
 
 

At Christ Church 
 

 
With Instructor Beth Pritchett 

Cost is only a donation of nonperishable food! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact the Church Office at 304-327-6861 

Or  Dee Puckett at 304-320-4640 for more information 

TUESDAYS 
November 7, 14, and 21 

At 6:00 PM 

Mats are available  
or bring your own! 

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
One in a Continuing Series on Designated Funds 
 

T he Rector’s Dis-
cretionary Fund 

(called “Communion 
Alms” in the national 
canons of the Episcopal 
Church and sometimes 
referred to as the Church 
Benevolence Fund) is a 
time-honored tradition 
for providing for the 
basic needs of members 
of the local congregation 
as well as non-members 
living in the local com-
munity. Discretionary 
Funds are to be used for charitable gifts to others, for the ben-
efit of individuals or groups, for mission/and or outreach on 
behalf of the Church. These guidelines are rather broad, al-
lowing the clergy wide latitude in distributing funds.  

The one hard and fast restriction is that this fund is never 
used for the personal benefit of the clergy who has control of 
the funds. While the clergy person is allowed oversight of 
this account, it remains with the church when he or she 
leaves.  

Father Chad has been able to buy materials, such as blan-
kets and weatherization kits for windows, as well as help 
those struggling to pay utilities or rent.   Christ Episcopal 
Church is one of only three churches in Bluefield that the 
Union Mission, Salvation Army, and others are able to count 
on to help supplement the assistance they provide.   

If you are able, please consider contributing to this fund.  
Checks may be made payable to “Christ Episcopal Church” 
with “RDF” noted on the memo line.  Contributions are tax 
deductible. Also please be aware that your canceled check 
will satisfy the IRS in most instances. 
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A Blessing of the Animals held October 8 
 

F rom basset hounds to great danes, a wide variety of 
pets and their owners stopped by Christ Church on 

Sunday, October 8, for the “Blessing of the Animals.”  Close 
to thirty folks showed up with their pets. 

Father Chad blessed the animals. He said. “The event 
today is meant to commemorate St. Francis of Assisi, the 
patron saint of animals. And it allows us all the opportunity 
to just appreciate our pets and show them how much we love 
them and they love us. 

Dr. Teresa Paine said it’s important to include animals in 
worship. “I think our animals are so important to us, This is 
an opportunity to include them in our worship. Getting them 
blessed is really special.” 

The pet enthusiasts had a few prayers together and sang 
a song prior to the blessing. “We’ll bless each animal indi-
vidually,” Slater said. “A lot of these events go on around the 
country. There wasn’t anything like this here in Bluefield. 
We wanted to not just bless the animals but also showcase 
the different animal ministries going on in the area. 

Directions: Heat oil in a 4-Qt. Dutch oven over medium 
heat. Cook onions and garlic in oil until tender. Stir in broth, 
lime juice, cumin, oregano, salt, corn and beans. Heat to boil-
ing; reduce heat and simmer uncovered for 20 minutes. Stir 
in chicken, simmer until hot. Serve in bowls and garnish with 
chopped green onions, shredded 
cheese and tortilla chips. Serves 6. 

The Rainbow Recipe of the Month 
Patty Richardson 
White Chili 

November 1, 2017 

Ingredients 
1 T. vegetable oil 
1 c. onion, chopped 
2 garlic cloves, finely 

chopped 
3 c. chicken broth 
2 T. lime juice 
1 tsp, cumin 

1/2 tsp. oregano 
1/4 tsp. salt 
11 oz can shoe peg corn, drained 
2 (16 oz.) cans great northern 

beans, drained 
2 c. chicken breast, cooked and 

chopped 

Editor’s note:  The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular 
feature in The Rainbow.  If you 
have a recipe to submit for con-
sideration, please bring it to the 
church office or E-mail to 
editor@cecblf.org  
 
Or mail it to the following address: 

Don Williams, Editor 
The Rainbow 
412 Ridgeway Dr 
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630 

Garnishes:  
Green onions, chopped; shredded cheese, tortilla chips 



       

   Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

1   6:00 p.m. 
Service 

 
All Saints 

Day 

2 
All Souls 

Day 

3 
 

Office 
Closed 

4 Set clocks back 

5 All Saints Sunday 
 

Eastern Standard 
Time! 

 

9:00 Senior Class 
9:45 Beginner and Junior class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

6 
 

Office open by 
appointment 

7 8 
 
6:00 Men’s Dinner 

in Rowley Hall 
 

7:00 p.m. Vestry 
meeting 

in Hobson Library 

9 10 
 

Office 
Closed 

11 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Canterbury Club 
at the home of 

Kipp Cortez 

12   Pentecost 23 
 

9:00 Senior Class 
9:45 Beginner and Junior class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

13 
 

Office open by 
appointment 

14 
 

15 16 

 
9-11 a.m. 

Food Pantry 

17 
 

Office 
Closed 

18 
 

19 Pentecost 24 
 

9:00 Senior Class 
9:45 Beginner and Junior class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

20 
 

December 
Rainbow 
Deadline 

 
Office open by 
appointment  

21 
 

 
 

10:30  
DoK Meeting 

in Hobson Library 

22 23 
Thanks-
giving 
Day 

24 
 

Office 
Closed 

25 

26 Pentecost Last 
(Christ the King) 

Joint service with St. Mary’s 
 

9:00 Senior Class 
9:45 Beginner and Junior class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 
Choir practice afterwards 

27 
 

Office open by 
appointment 

28 29 30 
Saint 

Andrew The 
Apostle 
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Scotty Hagerman 
Charlie Blevins 
Rev. Grafton Cockrell 
Chas Davis 

1 
3 
3 
3 

Jaret Taylor 
Linda Ammar 
Patrick Paine 
Elizabeth Burton 

19 
22 
24 
30 

Kate Faber Tombillo 
Frank Dragotto 
Kathy Burge 
Rob Merritt 
Debbie Faber 

4 
9 

10 
14 
18 

If your birthday is not in our database, 
please contact Don Williams at 

276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org 

NOTE: If you have information for a Sunday service 
bulletin, please remember that the church office needs it by 

Tuesday if possible.  Please send an E-mail with your 
information to secretary@cecblf.org or call 304-327-6861. 

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed 
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com, 

276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell). 

Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday 

2017 

NOTE:  
 

Kipp Cortez lives in 
Princeton at 

817 Highland Avenue 



Christ Episcopal Church 
200 Duhring Street 
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910 
The Rainbow—November 2017 

To our friends and family: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Rainbow Editorial Staff 
 

Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman 
Don Williams, Editor and Webmaster 
 

 Website: www.ChristChurchBluefield.org 
 Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org 

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month.  Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month. 

Our mission statement: 
Christ Episcopal Church will live, 

Celebrate, teach and radiate 
The joy of Christian discipleship 

We are located in  
Downtown Bluefield 

West Virginia 

Parish Staff 
 

The Rev. Chad Slater, Rector 
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster 
Emma Bennett, Parish Administrator 
Vanessa Hall, Sexton 
Phones: 304-327-6861 
 304-325-0075 
Email: secretary@cecblf.org 


