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Where would we be without light?
Light gives us warmth, light gives us joy,
light gives us hope. The month of February
sees the commemoration of the Feast of the
Presentation—February 2. 40 days prior
was the Feast of the Nativity, or Christmas.
On February 2 we celebrate the Presentation
of Christ at the Temple in Jerusalem—
something every good Jewish parent would
have done 40 days following birth, as was
the Law.
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Fr. Chad Slater

While Mary and Joseph are there to dedicate their new child
to God, they have two important meetings.
The first person they run in to was Simeon. A man who had
been told by the Holy Spirit that he would live to see the Messiah. Simeon lays eyes on Jesus and, as is typical in the way that
Luke recounts the Gospel stories, bursts into song-- The Song of
Simeon, or the Nunc Dimittis. Most of us know it from its use
in Evening Prayer in its traditional translation:
Lord, you now have set your servant free
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
What our modern ears fail to hear is how radical that song
actually is. Most Israelites at the time were looking for a Messiah who would trash the Gentiles, throw the Romans out, and
establish Israel as the greatest nation on earth. The rescue plan
for Israel would be at the expense of the rest of the earth. But
that is not what Simeon foretells. God's rescue plan is for everyone "a light to enlighten the nations."
Simeon leaves them with an ominous prediction: "This child
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to
be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed,” and he says to Mary, “and a sword will pierce
your own soul too." Words that surely haunted the Blessed Virgin on Calvary’s hill.
And then there’s Anna. There are only 10 women called
prophets in the entire Bible—five in the Old Testament, and five
in the New. Of the five in the New Testament, Anna is the only
one called by name. Anna was an 84 year old widow. Scripture
says she prayed and fasted in the Temple night and day.
Anna doesn’t launch into song like Simeon. She does
something even more remarkable—she spreads the Good News.
Scripture tells us that Anna “began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.”
Because these two figures “see” Jesus for who he is, and
because of the imagery used by Simeon in his hymn, this day is
often called Candlemass, or the Mass for Candles. Candles, for
centuries the only real source for light outside of the sun, would
be blessed on this day for use in the church or in homes.
Candles are often used as a sign of festivity and solemnity
in Christian worship. Acts, Chapter 20 records that there were
“many lights” at the service at Troas when Paul and other Christians gathered to break bread. Lamps and candles were in normal
use in Christian worship by the 4th century, but for many years
it was not customary to place candles on the altar. There was
considerable controversy in the Episcopal Church during the
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latter part of the nineteenth century concerning the use of church
ornaments, like candles. Today, well…it’s hard to find an Episcopal, or any other major mainline denomination, that doesn’t
place candles on the altar.
We put them there to symbolize Christ as the “light of the
world.” We use two candles to symbolize the dual nature of
Christ—both fully human and fully God. We use a Paschal Candle to symbolize Christ’s unique presence during certain Feasts
or events in the live of the church, such as Easter, at baptisms,
and at funerals. We have a Sanctuary Lamp that symbolizes the
presence of Christ in the Bread and the Wine stored in the Tabernacle next to it.
The name candle comes from the Latin candere meaning “to
shine.” I think more than anything that is the message we are
meant to take away from this festival occasion. We are supposed to shine for Christ. Like Simeon, we should shine as we
praise God for the “light to enlighten the nations.” Like Anna,
we have to show that light to those in this hurting world who
need it most.
We are called to be the Body of Christ in this world.
We are called to serve those who are less fortunate, less cared
for, those most vulnerable, those for whom society has all but
thrown away. We are called to love the unlovable, care for the
careless, and shine as an example of the love of God in this troubled world. We are called to be walking proof of a loving God.
Brothers and Sisters, I pray that you let your light shine.
I pray that you can be a beacon for hope in this lost world, filled
with sin and shame. I pray that you can make your love be
known through the works you do. I pray that the light that Simeon prophesized about is made manifest in you and that the zeal
of Anna is always on your lips.
Amen.
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Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 13, 5:30-7:00 P.M.
David Kersey and his band of brothers from the Episcopal
Church Men will continue
our tradition of a Pancake
Supper on Shrove Tuesday,
February 13.
Admission is $5.00 for
adults and $3.00 for children
under 12. Everyone is welcome. And bring a guest!
Tickets are available
from any ECM member,
David Kersey
from the church office, or at
the door.

Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Thursday

Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 20

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of
Scotland Chapter, will meet Tuesday, February
20 at 10:30 a.m. in Hobson Library.
We are studying “What happens when women pray”
by Evelyn Christenson. Please review chapter 4 for the
February meeting. We had 4 members present in December.
Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 if
you have questions or comments. All women from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches are eligible for membership.

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for our
members, and relatives and friends of our
members: Dor ene Dimes, Wanda Myer s,
Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, Marlene, Lee
Puckett, Sr, Phyllis & Nelson Walker, Linda, Valerie
Mahood, Edi, Sierra, Alex B., Toni R., Linda Sydeski,
Dawson Family, Joan, Ragen, Nancy, Marion Lowe,
Jared Cregger, Peyton Cline and family

I

f you have not yet turned in your directory
questionnaire, please do so ASAP so we can
finalize the directory for publication. Leave it at the
church office Tuesday through Thursday from 9-2 or
at the church on Sunday. If you need a copy of the
questionnaire, please pick one up from the office or
let me know and I can Email one to you.
If your information in the directory is incorrect, it
will be unfortunate. I cannot guess at your information.
Do you like the pictures that
we have on file? If so, that’s
great! However, if you do not like
your portrait(s), please contact me
with a photo you like or ask me to
take a new one.

4 Epiphany 5

9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Joint service with St. Mary’s members
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

18 Lent 1

6

5

9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

11 Epiphany Last

Tuesday

Monday
Office open by
appointment

7:00 p.m.
Vestry meeting
in Hobson Library

13 Shrove
Tuesday

12
Office open by
appointment

19

9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

20
March
Rainbow
Deadline

10:30
DoK Meeting
in Hobson Library

Office open by
appointment

25 Lent 2

9:00 Senior Class
9:30 Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

27

26

Ash
Wednesday

Valentines Day
6:00 pm
Service at St.
Mary’s, The Rev.
Tom Day, Celebrant

21

1

Noon ECW
Luncheon At
David’s Downtown

6:00
Lenten Carry-in
Dinner
(see box, below right,
for description)

28

6:00
Lenten Dinner
Catered by David’s
Downtown
(see box to right for
description)

Office open by
appointment

REMINDER:
If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, there is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. Please sign up early to get the date you want! Contact
Mary Catherine Williams for information: 276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com

February altar flowers
The following persons have graciously
offered to donate altar flowers during
the month of February:

To list someone for addition to the Prayer List,
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, or
telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the prayer
list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of every
month. If you want names to continue, please contact
the church office.

February 4:
February 11:

Denise Melvin
Kathy Burge

Lent: No altar flowers
We thank Denise and Kathy
for their kindness and generosity.

If your birthday is not in our database, please contact
Don Williams at 276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org

3
4
10
13

Missy Thomas
James Patrick Paine
Nathaniel Taylor
Lucy McCue Dancer

13
16
17
19

Jim Justice
Harris Tyler
John Wimmer
Denise Melvin

19
22
22
25

9

10
Office
Closed

14

Annual Pancake Supper
(See above)

Saturda
3

Candlemass
at 6:30 pm
Office
Closed

Wednesday
7
8

Thanks, Don Williams

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our prayers for those unknown to us who have
died. We pray that God will grant his peace to all who
mourn.

The
Presentation of
our Lord Jesus
Christ in the
Temple

5:30-7:00 p.m. February 13: Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
in Rowley Hall, Sponsored by Episcopal Church Men.
$5.00 adults, $3.00 children under 12

Sunday

Friday
2

1

Directory to be out this month (hopefully)
News from DoK
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Jim Pulse
Margaret Marra
Rick Wilkinson
Kay Sudduth

15

9-11 am
Food
Pantry

22

16

17

Office
Closed

23

24 Saint

Office
Closed

Mathias
The
Apostle

2018
Lenten Dinners planned
beginning Wednesday,
February 21, at 6:00 pm
This year’s theme will be
on Christian spirituality
and mindfulness, led by
Dr. Assaad Mounzer.
Everyone is invited and
encouraged to bring a
friend!
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Something to think about!

Present:Rob Merritt, Don Kersey, Kathy Burge, Frank
Dragotto, Becky Beckett, Dee Puckett, Teresa
Paine, Susanne Pulse,
Mary Catherine Williams, and Father Chad
Slater.

First dance: Leah Skrypek and Deak Kersey

he women of Christ Church
T
attended a meeting on January
7 to reorganize and revitalize the Episcopal Churchwom-

en (ECW). The ECW includes all the women of the
church and all are invited and encouraged to take part in
some or all activities sponsored by the organization. Patty Richardson was elected president. She stated that one
of her goals as president is to revive the “Food Freezer”
program that provides items for Father Chad to take on
his visitations to show the care and concern of the congregation.
Food items should be items such as cookies, breads,
soups, and one-dish meals. These items are to be made
and brought to the church with the name of the item and
the date it was made and put in the freezer. Questions
about this project can be directed to Patty at 304-9528502. She also mentioned getting the women of the
church together for regular times of fellowship. Meetings
will be scheduled both during the day and in the evening
to cover the needs of the members. The first ECW lunch
will be scheduled for David’s Downtown on February 21
at noon. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex so we
can reserve a table in advance. Please make an effort to
join us in this ministry.

Christ Episcopal Church

Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church
Bluefield, West Virginia
January 10, 2017

Why go to church?
Submitted by Linda Thomas
If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! If
you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it. If you're
spiritually curious, there is still hope!
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church
every Sunday. “I've gone for 30 years now,” he wrote,
“and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one
of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the preachers
and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column.
Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:
I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my
wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of
me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of
those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished me
and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically
dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment,
I would be spiritually dead today!
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and
receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!
IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL,
YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL !
B. I. B. L. E. simply means:
Basic Instr uctions Befor e Leaving Ear th!

ECW Reorganizes
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January 18 Food Pantry report
 Grocery shoppers:
Patty Richardson and
Don Kersey
 Food baggers: 8 or 10
Christ Church Members
 Food bags given out:
111
 Refreshments: John
and Carol Georgis,
Macon Clement, and Becky Beckett
 Special gifts for the month: Scarves and Blankets
donated by Rigenia Slater
 Food Pantry workers: John and Carol Georgis, Macon
Clement, John and Becky Beckett, Betty Nash and Peter
Taylor
 Kerosene vouchers given out: 88

The January meeting of the
Christ Episcopal Church Vestry
was called to order on January
10, 2018, by Father Chad Slater
who declared a quorum.
Father Chad Slater led the
Vestry in a prayer.
The minutes of the December meeting were passed on a
motion made by Kathy Burge
and seconded by Frank Dragotto.
The treasurer’s r epor t was
given by Frank Dragotto. The
separate accounts for the general
operations of the parish, the
Food Pantry, the Memorial
Fund, and the Altar Guild were
merged into a single bank account, pursuant to the recommendation from our last audit. The combined account will
be referred to as the General Fund. The parish budget will
be maintained as the Operating Account and all other
funds will be managed under the name they have been
called. This will make it easier for the church office to pay
bills and keep track of income and expenses. Each fund
will be managed and reported separately, both to the vestry and person responsible for that fund. A motion was
made by Mary Catherine Williams to accept the treasur-
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er’s report. It was seconded by Susanne Pulse. The report
was approved.
Father Chad Slater nominated
Rob Merritt to serve as Senior
Warden, Dee Puckett as Junior
Warden, and Susanne Pulse as
Clerk. The position of Chaplin
will be rotated among the members of the Vestry. All nominations passed.
Committee assignments are as
follows: Communications: Susanne Pulse; Education: Kathy
Burge; Evangelism: Becky Beckett; Finance: Frank Dragotto;
Outreach: Don Kersey; Parish
Life: Mary Catherine Williams;
Worship and Spirituality: Teresa
Paine.
Rector’s Report:
The
Christmas services went well.
Father Chad will have shoulder
surgery on February 8, 2018.
Father Chad has invited the Rev.
Tom Day to officiate and the people of St. Mary's Church to join
us in February. The details will
be worked out in the next week.
Bishop Van Koevering will visit
on May 20. Lenten Programs
were discussed. Terry Whittington will be on vacation on
January 28 and February 4. Kipp Cortez will play the organ on those dates.
New Business: None
Old Business: None.
The February Vestry meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2018.
There being no further business, Father Chad dismissed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary
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Eva Easley, Hostess with the mostest
By Fred Anderson, Executive Director,
Virginia Baptist Historical Society
Published September 18, 2008

[Editor’s note: This article was submitted by John Beckett, sonin-law of Mrs. Eva Easley and re-printed in the October 2008
Rainbow]

Eva Vest Easley of Bluefield was the hostess with the
mostest. In her stately stone house, which guests aptly called
“The Easley Mansion,” she and her husband, Tyler, entertained a parade of Baptist ministers, missionaries, denominational leaders, agency and institution heads and other just
plain folks. When the local association held a world missions
conference, the whole caravan of guest missionaries ate breakfast at the Easleys. Whenever a guest speaker came to Bluefield College or to First Baptist Church, Bluefield,
they likely were “put to home” at the Easleys. Martha Franks, the SBC missionary
to China and Formosa, once wrote to her
hostess: “In the parable of the Good Samaritan the Scripture says, ‘He took care of him,’
which seems to imply everything. You took
good care of me!!!”
Christine Gregory, former president of
the BGAV and of the WMU of the SBC,
stayed “in the mansion” and wrote: “For a
reason known only to himself, a loving Father gave me a friend in Eva Easley that I
did not earn nor deserve. Yet, her love and
affirmation has time and time again given
me a boost I needed.” Christine enjoyed
Eva’s “Cabbage for a King” dish as well as her butterscotch
rolls. In 1973 David T. Shannon, who was dean of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (and later president of Virginia
Union University), was a houseguest, and the word got out
all over the Bluefields that the Easleys had entertained a
black man. Someone observed that the one act of hospitality
did more for race relations in the area than anything else.
Shannon wrote his hosts: “Your hospitality was simply superb and I really felt at home among friends. Not only was
my environment comfortable, but I also appreciated the delicious meals, the inspirational devotional periods, the conversation which was so stimulating and the interesting books
which you shared with me. It is very encouraging to meet
people like you and I thank God for you.”
The Easley house was a mansion. It had a grand entrance
hall, imposing staircase, music room, formal dining room,
parlor, an elevator, and a large kitchen and family room
where visitors gravitated. And the hosts always pointed out
the room where Tyler was born in 1922. Eva and Tyler Easley enjoyed sharing their home, which became an unofficial
Baptist hotel for visitors to Southwest Virginia. Actually,
they were maintaining a family tradition. Tyler’s grandparents, John (the first doctor in Bluefield) and Minerva (the
mother of Baptist missions in Bluefield) entertained visiting
Baptists at their home. His parents, Frank and Elizabeth Easley, built the home in 1921 at the foot of the hill from Bluefield College. In 1967 Eva and Tyler, who had married in
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1945, took up residence in the house. In recent years, they
downsized and moved into a new development, turning over
“the mansion” to the next generation, John and Rebecca
“Becky” Easley Beckett. But even in their new home, Eva
and Tyler were keeping guests and serving those delicious
meals for which Eva was famous. Eva was one of six children “born and raised in the East End of Bluefield.” “My
parents did not have much in a material way,” she once
shared, “but they gave me riches in the Christian and spiritual
morals they taught us.”
Eva and Tyler met at church and their first “real date”
was to go to First Baptist Church, Bluefield. It is the church
to which they gave every ounce of devoted service. Charles
B. Nunn Jr, became pastor of First Baptist Church, Bluefield,
in 1968, and he immediately began to recognize the leadership potential of Eva Easley. From 1975-79,
Eva served on the Virginia Baptist Mission
Board, and she was second vice president of
the General Association, 1987-88. Every
good cause attracted Eva Easley: the Salvation Army, the local Heart Association, the
Red Cross bloodmobile and the American
Cancer Society. She was a trustee of Hargrave Military Academy and Bluefield College She was generous to everyone. Once
she visited a friend at the Bland Correctional Farm and discovered that an AfricanAmerican woman was refused admittance
because the guards thought that her blouse
was too revealing. The woman had come
from a great distance and had no other
clothes to wear. Eva removed her own
sweater and gave it to the woman to wear.
Eva’s story cannot be told without mentioning cancer.
It sneaked into her life when she was 25. It was just in a little
mole on her ankle and she was pregnant at the time and
couldn’t be bothered. When she did have it removed, it was
only the beginning of 60 years of living as a cancer survivor.
She had recurrences, medical treatment, long periods of being “cured,” and further recurrences. She told her story to
many others who had a cancer diagnosis and encouraged
them to think positively of themselves as “survivors” rather
than “victims.” After all, every day they lived was a day of
survival. Charles Nunn remained a devoted friend long after
he left the Bluefield pastorate. He recalled that Eva ran her
home by the clock and expected the pastor to do the same.
Once when he preached past noon, he saw Eva twitching in
her pew. Just for “devilment,” he clapped his hands and said,
“I know that some of you are concerned about the time, but I
am concerned about eternity.” Afterwards, Eva greeted him
by saying, “Boy, you didn’t fool me. I knew what you were
doing.” Just on time for her but too early for everyone else,
Eva Easley died early on Friday morning, Aug. 29, at age 84.
Her memorial service was held on Sept. 2 in the Harman
Chapel of Bluefield College.
NOTE:
Eva Easley was the mother of vestry member Becky Beckett.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

O

n extremely bad days, if our Sunday service
or any other event is canceled, notice will be
sent via email and will be posted on our church Facebook page, WVVA-TV Channel 6, and on
www.WVVA.com.
If you do not have access to a computer or television, you may telephone the Rev. Chad Slater
at (home) 304-325-5730, (Work) 304-327-6861
or (Cell) 304-543-5296
or Senior Warden Rob Merritt
at (home) 304-327-6687, (Work) 276-326-4270
or (Cell) 304-920-1860.

The Altar Guild met after church in the conference
room for a planning session on Sunday, January 14. Attending (clockwise from Fr. Chad Slater): Fr. Chad, Linda
Ammar, Kathy Burge, Betty Nash, Elizabeth Sudduth,
Kay Sudduth, Mimi Merritt, and Carol Georgis.

The Rainbow Recipe of the Month
Chris Justice

Congrats to newly-appointed
vestry committee chairs

T

he vestry committee met on Wednesday, January
10 to elect wardens and committee chairs.

Rob Merritt was elected senior warden
Dee Puckett was re-elected junior warden
Susanne Pulse was re-elected clerk
Chaplain: A different vestry member
will serve each month
Committees:
Communications: Susanne Pulse
Education: Kathy Burge
Evangelism: Becky Beckett
Finance: Frank Dragotto
Outreach; Don Kersey
Parish Life: Mary Catherine Williams
Worship and Spirituality: Teresa Paine

Lenten Dinners planned

beginning Wednesday evening, February 21
This year’s Lenten Dinners theme will be on Christian spirituality and mindfulness, led by Dr. Assaad
Mounzer. All dinners will be at 6:00 pm.
Three carry-ins: Febr uar y 21, Mar ch 7 and
March21.
Two catered: February 28 and March 14.

Crispy Cheese Wafers
This rich crispy snack reminds us that
rice cereal isn’t just for breakfast.
It adds a crunchy texture to this
familiar cheese straw treat.
Ingredients
4 c. freshly grated sharp
Cheddar cheese
2 c. all-purpose flour
1 c. butter, softened

1 Tbsp. kosher salt
1/4 tsp. ground red pepper
2 c. crisp rice cereal

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350o. Beat 4 cups freshly grated sharp
Cheddar cheese; 2 cups all-purpose flour; 1 cup butter, softened; 1 Tablespoon kosher salt; and 1/4 teaspoon ground red
pepper at medium speed with an electric mixer 30 to 60 seconds or until mixture forms a ball. Gently stir in 2 cups crisp
rice cereal. Shape into 1-inch balls, and place 1 inch apart on
ungreased baking sheets. Flatten each dough ball with a
fork dipped in flour. Bake in batches, 25 to 28 minutes or
until golden brown. Transfer wafers to wire racks and cool
completely.
Makes 6 dozen.
minutes.

Hands-on 20 minutes; Total 1 hour, 35

From Nashville Junior
League Cookbook, 1977

February 1, 2018

Editor’s note: The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular
feature in The Rainbow. If you
have a recipe to submit for con- Don Williams, Editor
sideration, please bring it to the The Rainbow
church office or E-mail to
412 Ridgeway Dr
editor@cecblf.org
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630
Or mail it to the following address:

