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The Beacon on the Hill 

our assistance in their endeavors) the question that lingers 
for me is, “What am I doing for that plus 1?”  I sometimes 
wonder if the work I do every really pays off and I would 
imagine that’s a question most of us ponder—Do our jobs 
or ministries every really bear fruit?  Sometimes given the 
daunting challenges of our times and community I ques-
tion whether anything I could do really makes a difference 
in the monumental tasks that need done.  Hebrews 6:10 
tells us, “For God is not unjust so as to forget your work 
and the love which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.”  
All our work, done for God’s service, is important.  In 
truth, we never really know the full effects of what we do.  
It is by that token that we serve our Creator and trust that 
all we do matters to the Kingdom.  We strive for that plus 
1 not because of our own desires, but because of that love 
that made each of us God’s plus 1 in Christ Jesus.   

This work, while some were perhaps labor intensive, 
were small tokens of the great love we as Christians are 
called to share with the world.  This work helped people.  
This work was a way to bring along that plus 1—that one 
that perhaps they will never actually meet but whose life 
may have been altered by the services they helped to en-
sure were available.  It’s a powerful witness to help some-
one you don’t know and who cannot repay you.    

My brothers and sisters, who will be your plus 1 to-
day? 

I recently read an article about giv-
ing life lessons to young people.  As a 
father to two young children the idea 
caught my attention.  There were several 
stories in it about what famous people 
have said or done to influence their chil-
dren or other youth.  One of those sto-
ries, to me, really stood out.  

At The National Association of In-
dependent Life Brokerage Agencies, in 
Dallas, TX, the closing session speaker was General 
“Stormin Norman” Norman Schwarzkopf.  At the end of 
his talk, when General Schwarzkopf began answering 
questions, a very a young lady approached the micro-
phone. 

As she started out, you could hear a slight tremor in 
her voice. With an ever-increasing emotional voice inflec-
tion, she described the pride she, her sister, and her hus-
band who were veterans of the United States Air Force, all 
felt having served under him. As a request from her father, 
she thanked General Schwarzkopf for his past and contin-
ued leadership. 

Pleasantries aside, she then asked what advice we as 
parents should give to our children as the next generation 
of leaders of this country. He said, tell them, “It’s ok to do 
your own thing, but do it plus 1.” That one something ex-
tra is to help someone else up a hill; be a leader and stay 
one step ahead in helping them meet their goals success-
fully. That’s the advice he says he’s given his own chil-
dren. 

These last few weeks have been busy ones around 
Christ Church.  We’ve hosted a small army of young peo-
ple from vastly different parts of the country and socio-
economic backgrounds.  One group was an all girls school, 
one was a youth group of mostly boys, one youth group 
pretty evenly mixed.  They came from the south hills of 
Pittsburgh, the Great Plains of Oklahoma, and the tree 
lined streets of Richmond.  While they may on the surface 
have been very different, one thing was in common—they 
were on a mission for that plus 1.  

These young people cleaned, sorted, filed, hammered, 
painted, swept, folded, scrubbed, hauled, and repaired at 
various places here in Bluefield and in McDowell County.  
This was real work—I got tired just watching them! The 
work that these youth did helped those needing assistance 
at the Union Mission, helped families receive food from 
the Five Loaves and Two Fishes Food Pantry, enabled kids 
in Mercer and McDowell County to now have easier ac-
cess to meals year round, provided the residents of 
McDowell County a place to grow their own fresh pro-
duce, and allowed the Union Mission to have a space for 
the sorting and stacking of new donations.  That’s an im-
pressive accomplishment for just a few days work.   

As proud as we can be for their accomplishments (and 

Fr. Chad Slater 

What’s inside: 
 

Page 2: Cartoon: Streaming services online 
 News from DoK 
 Our Prayers are offered 
 June 21 Food Pantry report 
 Directory postponed until late Summer 
 July Altar Flowers 
Page 3: Ben earns award 
 Emma earns awards 
 Official picture of Oklahoma groups 
Page 4: Visitors from St. Paul’s Mt. Lebanon PA 
 New lanterns 
 Our coal miner 
 Parish life report 
 Visitors from Richmond VA 
 Visitors from Oklahoma City OK 
 Canterbury Club reminder  
Page 5: July calendar 



July altar flowers 
 

July 1 Susanne and Jim Pulse in memory 
 of loved ones 
July 8  Delia and John Kersey in memory 
 of loved ones 
July 15  the Marra and Fortune families in 
 memory of loved ones 
July 22  Kay and Mike Sudduth in memory 
 of loved ones 
July 29 Will, Dee and Bruce Puckett in memory 
 of loved ones 
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Our Prayers are offered 
 

For Healing and God's Presence for our members, 
and relatives and friends of our members: For Heal-
ing and God's Presence for our members, 
and relatives and friends of our members: 
Dorene Dimes, Wanda Myers, Bonnie Taylor, 
Joe Sanders, Marlene, Lee Puckett, Sr., Phyllis & 
Nelson Walker, Linda, Valerie Mahood, Sierra, 
Alex B., Toni R., Linda Sydeski, Ragen, Jared 
Cregger, Kerrigan Farmer, Lindsey Parsley, Mike, Daisy 
Bowman, Ellie Spencer, Sue , Godwin, Mabeline & Elton 
Robinson, Ann Richardson, John Richardson, Sherry Mitch-
ell, Carrie D., Dorothy Curry, Lorraine Keffer, Sharon Cran-
fill, and Margie Hardin. 
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we com-
mend our prayers for the families of those unknown to 
us who have died. We pray that God will grant his peace 
to all who mourn. 
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List, 
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org, 
or telephone at (304) 327-6861.  Please note that the 
prayer list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of 
every month.  If you want names to continue, please 
contact the church office. 

News from DoK 
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 17 

 

O ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland Chap-
ter, will meet Tuesday, July 17 at 10:30 a.m. in Hob-

son Library.  
Over the next couple of months we will be finishing up our 

study of what happens when women pray. So review chapters 9 
through 12. We had 5 members present in June.   

Contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-326-2411 if you 
have questions or comments.  All women from Episcopal, Lu-
theran, and Roman Catholic churches are eligible for member-
ship. 

Fall study: We will begin a study of Women of the Old 
Testament.  This will include Women in the Apocrypha.  Start 
your research and we will put all of the names in a hat or bowl.  
We will all draw names and discuss these women at our meeting 
in the fall. 

Directory postponed till late Summer 
 

I f you have not yet turned in your directory ques-
tionnaire, please do so ASAP so we can finalize 

the directory for publication.  Leave it at the church office 
Tuesday through Thursday from 9-2 or at the church on 
Sunday. If you need a copy of the question-
naire, please pick one up from the office or 
the narthex, or let me know and we can mail 
one to you 

If your information in the directory is in-
correct, it will be unfortunate.  I cannot guess 
at your information. 

Do you like the pictures that we have on file?  If so, 
that’s great!  However, if you do not like your portrait(s), 
please contact me with a photo you like or ask me to take 
a new one.  Thanks, Don Williams dlw@dlwco.com 

May 17 Food Pantry report  
 

Grocery shoppers:  Don Kersey 
Food baggers: Kipp Cortez, Don & Becky Kersey, Jim Justice, 

Betty Nash, The 
Slater Family, 
John Beckett, 
Martha Shewey, 
Don Harris, Peter 
Taylor and other 
church members. 

Food bags pre-
pared: 80 

Food bags given 
out: 80 

Refreshments 
furnished: John 
and Carol Georgis, and Linda Thomas 

Special gifts for the month: Toiletries, given by Christ 
Church congregation 

Food Pantry workers: Charlie Blevins, Betty Nash, Jim Justice, 
Don Kersey, John & Carol Georgis, John & Becky Beckett, 
Linda Thomas, Kipp Cortez, Macon Clement, Linda Ammar, 
Peter Taylor, Slater Family, Patty Richardson 

Kerosene vouchers given out: None  
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Emma Slater won awards 
for Participation in Media 
Excellence as Memorial 
Primary News Anchor for 
2017-2018 and for August 
Star of the Month at Me-
morial Primary School.  
Her brother Ben Slater 
won an award for Out-
standing Student at Blue-
field Intermediate School 
at the end of the school 
year.

Ramona Parks received awards for 99% 
Literacy Growth and high marks in fluen-
cy and sight words in her kindergarten 
class. Her brother, Niko, was recognized 
for his work in the Social Studies fair. 

Left: This is the 
official ;picture 
of  the students 
from St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in 
Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, and 
from St. Chris-
topher’s Episco-
pal Church in 
Midwest City, 
Oklahoma, vis-
ited Christ 
Church the 
week of June 
25. 
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Visitors from Richmond 

Above: A missionary group of students from Saint Cathe-
rine’s Episcopal School in Richmond, Virginia, visited us 
on Thursday, June 14.  We fed them in Rowley Hall and 
they bedded down at First Presbyterian Church. Their mis-
sion trip was coordinated by The Rev. Drew Johnson of 
the school and our Father Chad Slater.  As an aside about 
St. Catherine’s, the mother of Don Williams graduated 
there in 1930. 

Parish Life 
By Mary Catherine Williams 
 

O ur annual church picnic will be 
on July 29th at Lotito City park, 

Shelter #1 (The first shelter, next to Yak-
kity Yak playground). Our service will 
begin at 10:30 with Holy Eucharist, fol-
lowed by lunch. An entre, beverages and 
paper supplies will be furnished.  So bring your favorite 
dish or dessert. Dress casually. Come one, come all and 
bring friends!!! 

REMINDER: 
 

If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, 
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex (front hall). 

Please sign up early to get the date you want! 
Contact Mary Catherine Williams for information: 

276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com 

Feeding a large missionary group from Saint Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  St. 
Paul’s is the first church our Father Bill Morgan served 
following graduation from General Seminary.  We fed 
them on Thursday, June 21 in Rowley Hall and they 
were housed at First Presbyterian Church. 

Visitors from Pennsylvania 

This is our coal 
miner, Fred Powers.  
He gave a very in-
teresting presenta-
tion to our visitors 
about coal mining. 

Above: A missionary group of middle and high school 
students from St. Paul’s Cathedral in Oklahoma City, Ok-
lahoma, and from St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church in 
Midwest City, Oklahoma, visited Christ Church the week 
of June 25. We fed them in Rowley Hall on Monday, 
Thursday and Friday, and they bedded down at First Pres-
byterian Church.  This picture was taken at Five Loves and 
Two Fishes in Kimball, McDowell County, West Virginia. 

Above: One of our seven new 
lanterns at the church funded 
by the Memorial Fund. They 
flank the entrance door to the 
office wing, the door on the 
front porch, the columbarium 
doors, and over the door at 
Duhring and Tazewell Street 
outside of Rowley Hall. 
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Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed 
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com, 

276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell). 

Wendy Harris 
William Clement 
Erin Elam Simon 
Louisa Sowers 
Catherine Wimmer-
Anderson 
Ben Faulkner 

1 
2 
3 
9 

10 
 

11 

John Beckett 
Phillip Morgan 
Jennifer Slater 
Kray Davis Luxbacher 
Becky Steorts 
Joe Allen 
Shirley Ofsa 
Mike Sudduth 

20 
20 
22 
23 
25 
26 
28 
28 

Peter Richardson 
Bonnie Taylor 
Bill Davis 
David Hardin 
Don Harris 
Caroline Wilkinson 
Tripper Thomas 

13 
13 
15 
17 
18 
18 
19 

Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Pentecost 6 
9:30 Junior Sunday School class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 

2 
Office open by 
appointment  

3 4 
 
 
Independence Day 

5 6 

 
Office 
Closed 

7    

8 Pentecost 7 
9:30 Junior Sunday School class 

10:00 Liturgy of the Word 
Followed by coffee hour 

9 
Office open by 
appointment  

10 11     12 
 

13 

Office 
Closed 

14 
 

15 Pentecost 8 
9:30 Junior Sunday School class 

10:00 Liturgy of the Word 
Followed by coffee hour 

16 
Office open by 
appointment  

17 
10:30 DoK 

in Hobson Library 

18 
 
 

19 
9-11 am 

Food Pantry 

20 

Office 
Closed 

21 

22 Pentecost 9 
9:30 Junior Sunday School class 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 
Followed by coffee hour 

 
Chad will give a talk 

about actions at 
General Convention 
during Coffee Hour  

23 
    August 

Rainbow 
deadline 
St. Mary 

Magdalene 
 

Office open by 
appointment  

24 

 
 

          
 
 

25  Saint 
James the 

Apostle 
 

No Bluefield 
Union Mission 

work group 

26 4-7 pm 
4 Corner 
Churches 

Community 
Picnic and 
Carnival at 

Chicory 
Square 

27 
 

Office 
Closed 

 

28 

29 Pentecost 9 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist and 

Annual church picnic 
At Lotito City Park 

Shelter No. 1, (Next to 
Yakkity Yak playground) 

30 
Office open by 
appointment 

31 
 

 
 

    

       

       If your birthday is not in our database, please 
contact Don Williams at 276-326-3338 

or editor@cecblf.org 

2018 
REMINDER: 

If you would like to host a Canterbury Club this year, there 
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please sign up early to 

get the date you want! Contact Mary Catherine Williams for 
information:  276-326-2411 or mkw@dlwco.com 

 Chad at General Convention 

 Chad at General Convention 

 Chad at General Convention 

 Chad on vacation 
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To our friends and family: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Rainbow Editorial Staff 
 

Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman 
Don Williams, Editor 
 

 Website: www.ChristChurchBluefield.org 
 Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org 

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month.  Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month. 

Our mission statement: 
Christ Episcopal Church will live, 

Celebrate, teach and radiate 
The joy of Christian discipleship 

We are located in  
Downtown Bluefield 

West Virginia 

Parish Staff 
 

the Rev. Chad Slater, Rector 
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster 
Emma Bennett, Parish Administrator 
Vanessa Hall, Sexton 
Phones: 304-327-6861 
 No Fax—Send us an E-mail 
Email: secretary@cecblf.org 


