
Reflections on Holy Week by the Rev. Lou Hays 

Holy Week begins with our Palm Sunday service on April 10 and 

concludes with our Easter celebration on April 17. We might be 

tempted to skip directly from Palm Sunday to Easter, but that would be 

a very sad mistake. Our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services are 

full of mystery, majesty, and a full sharing of the critical events of Jesus’ 

last week on earth. I urge you to take the time to attend the Maundy 

Thursday service on Thursday, April 14, and the main Good Friday 

service on Friday, April 15, both at 7 o’clock in the evening. The 

services will last about one hour.  

Palm Sunday 

We begin with shouts of “Hosanna!” and end with shouts of “Crucify 
him!” We hear the story of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, bless and 
distribute the palms, and sing the great hymn, “All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor.” Then we will read Luke’s version of the Passion Gospel in 
parts, with the entire congregation joining in as the Assembly. This 
Sunday is an interesting combination of joy and sorrow, triumph and 
tragedy.  In addition to this special liturgy, we also will be celebrating 
the return of coffee hour! 

Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday is the hat trick of the week. It celebrates the last 

supper of Jesus with his disciples, it’s the one time of the year that we 

follow Jesus’ command to wash one another’s feet, and it closes with 

the dramatic stripping of the altar. If you have experienced foot 

washing, you will know that it can be a very moving experience. Those 

who haven’t might think it’s odd or unpleasant. We might feel exposed 

or vulnerable, or we might think that our feet are unattractive and need 

to be hidden. I will be the first person to wash someone’s feet, and the 

last person to have my feet washed. Each person will first have his or 

her feet washed, and then wash the feet of the next person in line. 

Whether washing the feet of a family member, friend, or stranger, this 

can be a spiritual experience. I suggest you wear shoes and socks that 

are easily removed. Leave your nylons and inhibitions behind.  

Continued on page 2 
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Holy Week and Easter Day at Christ 

Church 

Please join us for our special, once-a-year 

Holy Week and Easter Day services, listed 

below. We are excited to resume the choir, 

full congregational singing and Sunday 

morning coffee hour as of Palm Sunday! 

See Lou’s Reflections on Holy Week for 

more details about each service. 

Sunday, April 10 at 10 am 
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday - 
Holy Eucharist with music, Blessing and 
Distribution of Palms, Reading of the 
Passion Gospel 

Thursday, April 14 at 7 pm  
Maundy Thursday - Holy Eucharist with 
music, Foot Washing and Stripping of the 
Altar 

Friday, April 15 at Noon  
Stations of the Cross; Church remains 
open until 3 pm for prayer and meditation 

Friday, April 15 at 7 pm 

Good Friday Liturgy with music and 

Communion from the Reserved 

Sacrament 

Sunday, April 17 at 10 am 

The Feast of the Resurrection with music - 
bring a bell to ring in the resurrection! 



 

 

Good Friday 

So what’s good about it? Jesus is on the cross. Can’t we just skip right to the good stuff on Sunday? Actually, no. 

Without the cross, there’s no resurrection. In our baptism we share both in Christ’s death and resurrection. We will 

have two events on Good Friday. We will follow the Stations of the Cross liturgy at noon, a series of prayers and 

short readings at each station around the walls of the church. It’s a moving way to remember that Jesus was on the 

cross at noon, and we will leave the church open for prayer and meditation until 3 pm. But the main event is at 7 

pm. If you can only go to one, I urge you to attend the Good Friday liturgy in the evening. We will hear and reflect 

on John’s version of the Passion Gospel, distinctly different from Luke’s version we will have heard on Palm 

Sunday. We will have Communion from the reserved sacrament. It’s a very moving service and a wonderful way to 

conclude your Lenten journey. 

Easter Day 

The Feast of the Resurrection! The Easter Acclamation! Alleluias return! The great hymns of Easter! It doesn’t get 

much better than this. Our Lenten journey has ended for another year, Christ has risen from the dead, giving us 

new hope and new life. Alleluia, Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! Bring a bell to ring in Easter at 

the Easter acclamation before we sing the Gloria. 

 
 
Consecration by David Kersey 

         
At the encouragement of Father Lou, I attended the consecration of Mathew 
Cowden as Bishop Coadjutor in Buckhannon on March 12. Actually, I drove 
up the night before due to the forecast of snow. There was 8 inches of snow 
on the ground and roads Saturday morning, when I left for the chapel on 
West Virginia Wesleyan’s campus.  
 
The crowd began to gather around 9:00 and the procession of parish banners 
started the ceremony. I was proud to carry the Christ Church Bluefield 
banner. The service was beautiful and impressive. The choir, organ music, 
and collection of clergy and bishops, including Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry all helped make it a memorable occasion.  
 

Father Hays well represented our 
congregation. Tim and Maggie Mainland, in 
traditional tartan kilts, played the drum and 
bagpipes outside the chapel (in the snow!) 
before and after the service. Jim and Susanne 
Pulse, who served on the bishop search 
committee, also attended. To add to the day, I 
had the opportunity to visit briefly with 
Bishop Klusmeyer and Betsy Walker. I am 
glad I had the chance to attend. The service is 
still available on the diocesan website, and I 
recommend it to you if you have not already 
seen it.  

 



 

 

Prayer Vigil for Ukraine Draws Crowds in Chicory 
Square By Mimi Merritt 

 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph photo by Jessica Nuzzo 
 
It was a beautiful day in Bluefield, W.Va., on Sunday, March 27, 
despite the icy cold, when more than 70 community members 
gathered at Chicory Square for messages of love, compassion, 
and hope in a prayer vigil for the people of Ukraine and for us 
all. 
 

Sponsored by Christ Episcopal Church, Scott Street Baptist Church, Immanuel Lutheran Church, the Islamic 
Society of the Appalachian Region, the Bluefield Union Mission and the City of Bluefield, the vigil was a solemn 
moment during which representatives of these churches and other faith families, including the local Jewish 
community, offered prayers for the Ukrainian people. A special guest and participant was Matthew Cowden, 
Bishop Coadjutor for the Diocese of West Virginia, who earlier that day participated in CEC’s Sunday service. 
 
Our own interim rector, Father Lou Hays, took the lead in organizing the event, which was held outside amid a 
sudden return to winter that pushed temperatures below freezing with wind gusts making it feel even colder to 
those who gathered. 
 
His opening remarks acknowledged the discomfort caused by the weather. 
 
“I know that it is cold and uncomfortable,” Father Lou began, “but this is nothing compared to what the millions 
of people in Ukraine are suffering right now. We will be cold for about half an hour and then go back to our 
warm and comfortable homes and look forward to a nice dinner. Many of our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are 
cold 24/7, have little food or medical care, and maybe no home left to go to.” 
 
The bitter reality, as Father Lou reminded the crowd, is that many Ukrainians have died or been wounded. About 
25 percent of the population, 10 million people, have been displaced, and close to four million of them are now 
refugees in neighboring countries. The U.S. has announced it will accept up to 100,000 refugees fleeing the 
Ukraine. 
 
Speakers included Father Michael Foster of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, the Rev. Garry Moore of Scott Street 
Baptist Church, the Rev. Jim Palmer of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Norris Kantor of the recently closed Ahavath 
Sholom Synagogue, and Bishop Coadjutor Matthew Cowden. 
 
“War is hell,” Father Matthew began, and repeated several times, invoking the sentiment expressed in Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt’s words expressed in 1936 and inscribed at the FDR memorial in Washington, D.C.: “I have seen 

war. I have seen war on land and sea. I have seen blood running from the wounded...I have seen the dead in the 

mud. I have seen cities destroyed...I have seen children starving. I have seen the agony of mothers and wives. I hate 

war." 

Plans for the event had included an organ on which the Ukranian National Anthem would be played, but the 
organ was not delivered, and it was probably too cold for an organist’s bare fingers anyway. Instead, the crowd 
sang together “Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past.” 
 
Father Lou concluded the vigil with and invitation to the audience to “go home and give.”  
A list of charities is available at Christ Episcopal Church 



 

 

Can You Give Three Hours to Find the Right Rector? By the Rev. Lou Hayes 

On Sunday, May 15, we will hold a key event in the Rector Search Process, and its success depends on you.  

We will gather in Rowley Hall for worship, food, fun, fellowship and a Spirit-led series of shared conversations 

about the core values of Christ Episcopal Church, our hopes and dreams for the future, and the characteristics of 

the person we believe God is calling to serve as the next Rector. Yes, it will take a little longer than a typical Sunday 

morning at Christ Church, and start a little earlier at 9:30 am, but your investment of time and thoughts will pay 

dividends for years to come! 

Your Rector Search Committee (Chairperson Becky Beckett, Bill Denney, David Hardin, Mimi Merritt, Susanne 

Pulse and Mary Catherine Williams) is hard at work compiling the Parish Profile. The Profile will be the description 

of the parish, its ministries and finances, and the surrounding community, and also the core values of the parish and 

the desired characteristics of the new Rector. This online document will serve as the chief vehicle for informing 

prospective applicants about the parish and why they should want to serve as its new Rector. The Committee can 

prepare much of the profile, but they are relying on your input to describe our core values and the qualities and 

characteristics of the person we believe God is calling to serve as Rector. You are Christ Episcopal Church, you 

define who we are, and your input, shared in a gathering of the entire community, is essential. 

More information about this not-to-be-missed event will be forthcoming. Please mark your calendar, and be sure to 

join us on Sunday, May 15, at 9:30 in the morning. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring is here!!! Thank to Terry Whittington and David Hardin for  

planting the pansies in the containers out front 

 
 

FOR SALE 
Ten 60” Lifetime Round Tables 
One Round table caddy 
Ten round tablecloths 
TOTAL: $950 
 
They will have to be picked up at Christ Episcopal 
Church 200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, WV. 
Contact Mary Catherine Williams 
at mkw@dlwco.com if interested. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building and Grounds Committee 

Meeting  

There will be a meeting of the Building 

and Grounds committee on April 10, 

2022, in Rowley Hall after the service.  All 

interested persons are invited to attend. 

mailto:mkw@dlwco.com


MONTHLY MINISTRY REPORT FOR MARCH 

FOOD PANTRY 

March 17, 2022 

Volunteers: Betty Nash, Peter and Patricia Taylor, David Kersey 
47 grocery bags handed out 
40 kerosene vouchers distributed 
21 kerosene vouchers returned to Emma 

UNION MISSION 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

 Meals prepared - Total of 39 served Wednesday evening 
 Menu - Spaghetti & meatballs, salad and mixed fruit with drinks 

Wednesday volunteers: Sheila Brooks, Elizabeth Clement, Delia Kersey and Art Mead of Christ Episcopal 
Church; Betty Watson and Marjorie Justice of Bluefield, VA, and Tyler Watson, a Bonner Scholar at 
Concord University. 

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 

Meals Prepared: 133 (111 served on Wednesday; 22 served Thursday) 
Menu: BBQ on a bun, sole slaw, baked beans, brownie and a drink 
Wednesday Volunteers: Sheila Brooks, Elizabeth Clement, Art Mead, Shirley Ofsa and 

 Patty Richardson of Christ Episcopal Church, Bluefield, WV; 
Charlie Helmandollar, Christ Episcopal Church, Pocahontas, 
VA; Fredia Helmandollar, Cumberland Heights Baptist Church; 
Marjorie Justice and Betty Watson of Bluefield, VA. 

BIRTHDAYS 

April 1 Alice Allen  April 15 Rob Snidow   April 18 Will Puckett      April 27 Dorene Dimes 
April 6 Shanley Pain   April 15 Beka Steorts     April 20 Tom Coughlan   April 28 John Moir 
April 13 Cici Dyer  April 16 Phil Mahood     April 23 Ed Fortune         April 28  Zachary Toohey 
April 13 Jim Paine  April 16 Betty Nash        April 24 Staci Thomas  April 30 Paul Broyles, Jr. 
April 13  Katherine Lewis  April 17 Jeffrey Brannon         April 25 Clay Sudduth 
April 14 Cameron Clement      April 18 Macon Clement 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, Bea Paine, Bob and 

Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Jay Kephart, Buck and Louisa Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed and Gladys 

Fortune, Ivy and the Gaines Family, Brian, Lane, Loraine, and Sherry 



Photos taken at the Consecration
by Renee Preston Photography



April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

3 

The Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 

The Sunday of the 
Passion: PALM 
SUNDAY 
10:00 Holy Eucharist 
11:00 Building & 
Grounds Committee 
Meeting 

11 

Monday in 
Holy Week 

12 

Tuesday in 
Holy Week 

13  
Wednesday in 
Holy Week 

4:00 Union 
Mission 

14 

Maundy 
Thursday 

7:00 Holy 
Eucharist 

15 

Good Friday 

Noon to 3:00 
Stations of 
the Cross 

7:00 Good 
Friday 
Liturgy 

16 

17 

The Sunday of the 
Resurrection: 
EASTER SUNDAY 
10:00 Holy Eucharist 

18 19 20 

6:00 Vestry 

21 

9:00 Food 
Pantry 

22 23 

24 

The Second Sunday 
of Easter 

10:00 Holy Eucharist 

25 

Saint Mark 
The 
Evangelist 

26 27 

3:00 Union 
Mission 

28 29 30 

The following people have graciously donated Lectors and Acolyte Schedule for April: 
flowers for the month of April:  
April 3   Lent April 3     Rob Merritt, Lector       Becky Kersey, Acolyte 
April 10 Mike and Sloane Hunter April 10  Ted Lewis, Lector          Rob Merritt, Acolyte  
April 17 Peter and Patty Richardson April 14   Linda Ammar, Lector    Becky Kersey, Acolyte 
April 24 Frank and Bernadette Dragotto April 15  Delia Kersey, Lector      Becky Kersey, Acolyte 

April 17  Don Williams, Lector     Becky Beckett, Acolyte 
April 24  Katherine Lewis, Lector  Rob Merritt, Acolyte 

Altar Guild for April: Linda Ammar and Elizabeth Clement 

If you would like a copy of the 

March Vestry Minutes, please 

pick up a copy at the Church  



 

 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
200 DUHRING STREET 
BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA 24701 
 
 
 
 
 

To our friends and family: 
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