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Saturday, August 12, I was in Charlottesville, Virginia. I was not there to participate in any demonstrations or counterprotests. I was there to officiate the wedding
of our own Charlie Merritt and his fiancé,
Ashley. I feel I need to address some of the
happenings of last Saturday, provide you
with what I know, and where we go from
Rev. Chad
here.
It is important to note, I believe, that the
original rally scheduled for Saturday morning was orchestrated to protest the removal of Confederate statues in Charlottesville, as well as the renaming of a couple of downtown
parks. I think this is an important conversation for us to
have because those who want them kept and those who want
them removed both have serious arguments that need to be
heard and addressed.
If this rally was originally about monuments (and I
question that, given who organized it), that’s quickly not
what it became about.
I want to be clear. There were no “Save the Monuments” signs being held by the original protestor
group. There were, however, signs that read “Jews are Satan’s Children,” and “Heil Hitler.” There were swastikas
and KKK emblems everywhere. Men in white hoods paraded around with Confederate flags while others dressed like
gestapo waved banners advertising a webpage for neoNazi’s. Men gathered outside churches the night before
where prayer vigils for peace and diversity were happening
while carrying torches and chanting “Blood and Soil”—one
of the slogans of Nazi Germany. This rally was no longer
about monuments when these guys showed up and took
over. Period.
I was not present at the protest of these bigots. I do
know some who were there. My information comes from
those eyewitness accounts. At some point, before the “Unite
the Right” rally even began, rocks where thrown by the
Nazi’s toward the crowd of protestors. Local clergy, trying
to act as a buffer, were accosted by Nazi’s and taunted. Fistfights began to break out between the two
sides. The city administration revoked the permit for both
gatherings—the Nazi rally and the protestors—because of
the violence. After police in riot gear managed to disperse
the crowd from the main park there remained demonstrators
for both sides on the side streets. As some of these protesters continued chanting for equality a degenerate with a car
plowed into the crowd, seriously wounding several and killing one. For those injured we pray for healing, and for the
woman who lost her life, we pray for her soul to rest in
peace.
Of what I have just described, we have doubtless seen
the pictures of the melee in Charlottesville. As Christians,
these images should sadden us, sicken us, and embolden us
to proclaim even more loudly that, as Paul writes in his letter
to the Galatians, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.” Let me put it this way, and in
no uncertain terms: You can’t be both a Nazi and a Christian. You can’t be a member of the KKK and a Christian. You can’t be a white supremacist and a Christian. You
just can’t. As the famous American missionary A.W. Tozer
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said, "We cannot pray in love and live in hate and still think
we are worshiping God."
My brothers and sisters, let us pray for all those who are
working for justice and peace in the world. Let us pray for
those who strive for equality among all of God’s children,
here and around the world. Never let us forget to pray for
those who are lost in the sin of hatred and superiority that
they might turn and repent from their wickedness. Let us
pray that we might have the strength and courage to call out
evil when we see it—and most importantly, not allow it to
take root again, here or anywhere.
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The Rainbow Recipe of the Month
Wendy Harris

Mini Apple Pies

Cartoon

Filling ingredients
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3 Apples (Make one Granny, Lemon juice
the other two your choice, 1/2 c. sugar
A little water& cinnamon
but no Delicious)
to taste.
2 Tbsp cornstarch
Directions:
Stir over heat till apples are soft.
Ingredients

Small biscuits—2 cans

News from DoK
Next DoK 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, September 19

O

ur Daughters of the King, Margaret of Scotland
Chapter, will meet September at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, September 19, in Hobson Library.
We had 7 members present in May.
Please contact Mary Catherine Williams at 276-3262411 if you have questions or comments. All women
from Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic churches
are eligible for membership.

Our Prayers are offered
For Healing and God's Presence for
our members, and relatives and friends
of our members: Dorene Dimes, Wanda
Myers, Nancy Gage, Bonnie Taylor, Joe
Sanders, Susan Blevins, Zac Carter, Doug
Thompson, Betty Compton, Tom Blevins,
Lee Puckett, Sr., Patty, Samantha, Robert
Hurley, Dennis, Rosemary, Nick, Linda, Lorraine, Phyllis & Nelson Walker, Marlene, Linda & Bernard
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we commend our prayers for Janice Greene Sanders and those
unknown to us who have died. We pray that God will
grant his peace to all who mourn.
To list someone for addition to the Prayer List,
please contact the office, email secretary@cecblf.org,
or telephone at (304) 327-6861. Please note that the
prayer list in the Sunday Bulletin is purged at the end of
every month. If you want names to continue, please
contact the church office.

Directions:
Roll out biscuits, add a little filling, fold in half. Then
crimp edges with a fork. Bake at 400o for 8-11
minutes or until deep golden brown. Remove from oven
and brush with melted butter. Sprinkle with sugar and
cinnamon mixture. Makes about 20 pies.
September 1, 2017
Editor’s note: The Rainbow Recipe of the Month is a regular
feature in The Rainbow. If you
have a recipe to submit for con- Don Williams, Editor
sideration, please bring it to the The Rainbow
church office or E-mail to
412 Ridgeway Dr
editor@cecblf.org
Bluefield, VA 24605-1630
Or mail it to the following address:

Looking for a way to make a difference?
You can make contributions to the following funds:
 Building Maintenance Endowment Fund
 General Operating Endowment Fund
 Memorial Fund
 Food Pantry Fund
 Rector’s Discretionary Fund

September altar flowers
The following persons have graciously offered to
donate altar flowers
during the month of August:
September 3
September 10September 17
September 24

Mr. Bill Davis
Carolyn (McCue) and Richard Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Meachum
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dragotto

We thank them for their kindness and generosity.
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Minutes of the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church
Bluefield, West Virginia
August 9, 2017
Present: .David Hardin, Rob Merritt, Dee Puckett, Mary
Catherine Williams, Susanne Pulse, and Frank
Dragotto, Treasurer, Father Chad Slater.
The August meeting of the Christ
Episcopal Church Vestry was called to
order on August 9, 2017 by David Hardin who declared a quorum.
Father Chad led the Vestry in a
short devotion.
The minutes of the July meeting
were passed on a motion made by
Mary Catherine Williams and seconded by Dee Puckett.
The treasurer’s report was given
by Frank Dragotto. The financial reports were distributed and reviewed.
An anonymous gift of $15,000.00 was
given to Christ Church by an Estate. A
motion was made by Mary Catherine
Williams to accept the treasurer’s report. It was seconded by Rob Merritt.
The report was approved.
Senior Warden’s Report: The Annual Meeting will be December 3,
2017. The ECW needs to meet and
elect a president.
Junior Warden’s Report: A landscaper has been
hired to mulch and prune the grounds. The cost is
$1,300.00.
Communications: The new website is still under dis-

Parish Life meeting August 6
Here is a list of events that we have scheduled for the rest
of the year.
Church service starting at 10:30
Picnic lunch following service
Fried chicken will be provided as the main dish
Drinks, paper and plastic products will be provided
Sunday, October 8 Pet Blessing at Bluefield Dog Park
Bishop’s visit October 15
Reception afterwards in Rowley Hall
Parish Life and Vestry to provide food
Upcoming Canterbury Club outings (6:00 p.m.):
Sunday, September 24 Slaters
Saturday, October 14 Justices
Sunday December 10, Becketts
Annual Meeting December 3, Light Lunch
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cussion.
Education: First Presbyterian would like to start a
joint Sunday school with us.
Evangelism: Music events were discussed.
Finance: The new stewardship campaign was discussed. Dee Puckett made the motion to authorize the
Treasurer to close the landscape account and transfer the
funds to the general checking account.
Mary Catherine Williams seconded the
motion. It was approved.
Outreach: Christ Church will serve
the evening meal once a month at the
Union Mission starting in September.
We will also prepare meals for the Fellowship Home.
Parish Life: See the report in the
August Rainbow.
Worship and Spirituality: There
is a Woman’s Retreat in Charleston in
September.
Rector’s Report: The Bishop will
visit Christ Church on October 15,
2017. There will be three (3) confirmations and two (2) receptions. The annual pet blessing will be on October 8,
2017, at the Bluefield Dog Park. Father
Chad officiated burial offices for Janice
Sanders, Margaret Carter and Betty
Hollingshead.
New Business: None
Old Business: None
There being no further business, Father Chad dismissed
the meeting with a prayer.
.Respectfully submitted: Susanne Pulse, Secretary

Christmas eve receptions
Early Service: Cookies and juice
Late Service: Cookies, Champagne
Please sign up for Coffee Hour
If you can help me with any of these events, please let me
know. I would really appreciate it.

Did you miss Sunday’s sermon?
Sermons at Christ Church are found in audio format (MP3) on the church Website at www.cecblf.org/
or www.christchurchbluefield.org/ (clickable on the
Emailed version).
Then just click on “Click here for services, sermons and bulletins” on the front page of the Christ
Church website. Recent sermons are in MP3 format.
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From Diocesan Commission on Spirituality
From Australia:

To you, God of creation, we sing a new song of praise.
A song of trees planted by streams of living water,
A song of mountains clapping their hands for joy,
A song of cities delighting in heavenly harmony,
A song of people that were lost and have been found.
For the earth is the Lord’s and we shall be glad in it.
Hallelujah!

Our Diocesan Convention will be held October 27-

29 at the Charleston Marriott Town Center in Charleston. It will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Friday (lunch will not
be served) and will end after Eucharist on Sunday. The
complete package includes deadline dates, various registration forms, nomination forms, lay delegate forms, a
necrology request, and other information. This packet
was mailed to all churches in the diocese, and it is posted on the home page of the diocesan website at
www.wvdiocese.org.
Please contact Kelly McGhee at
kmcghee@wvdiocese.org if you need
additional information.

August 17 Food Pantry report
Grocery shoppers: Frank &
Bernie Dragotto
Food baggers: Frank & Bernie
and volunteers from Fellowship
Home
Food bags prepared: 55
Refreshments furnished by: John & Becky Beckett
Special gifts for month: None
Food Pantry volunteers: Father Chad Slater and Becky
and John Beckett
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The Real Widow’s Might
By Jerry Campbell, Episcopal Church Foundation

I

looked at her capital campaign pledge card and set
it aside. At first, I thought it must be a mistake.
She couldn’t possibly afford to give this much. I knew
her well. She was among the first to greet me when I first
came to serve this parish, and was a regular volunteer in
the church office. She was rarely absent on a Sunday
morning. I knew that she lived off a minimal income and
relied on assistance from a variety of community resources. I had visited her in her home often enough to
know that she eschewed luxury, and obviously embraced
a simple lifestyle out of necessity.
This pledge was clearly beyond her means. Deeply
concerned, I scheduled a time to visit her, and before
leaving the office, tucked the pledge card into my pocket.
After chatting over a cup of hot tea, I took the pledge card
from my pocket and laid it on the table between us.
“Mabel,” I said, “I’m deeply moved by the amount of this
pledge, but also deeply concerned that this is really more
than you can afford to give.”
“Of course it’s more than I can afford to give,” she
said. “But that’s the point isn’t it? I can’t afford a lot of
the things that other people do to make them happy. But I
finally realized that if I’m very careful with my money, I
can do something that makes me VERY happy indeed –
give it away. You wouldn’t want to deprive an old lady of
her happiness would you?” And she gave me a smile that
said I ought not to argue! So I finished my tea, tucked her
pledge card back into my pocket, and left her happiness
intact.

The red doors in the Episcopal Church
represent that beyond the doors is Holy and
anyone who goes through them is safe from
physical and spiritual harm.
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Father Slater is shown at the
left with Will Puckett at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center. Will attended Intermediate
Camp (July 16-22) and MAD
Camp (July 23-29).
Intermediate Camp is a
great camp for those who might
be thinking about confirmation.
MAD Camp (Music, Arts,
and Drama!) This camp focuses
on helping kids develop and
nurture diverse talents, MAD
Camp is available to campers
entering 4th through 12th
grades.

From the September 2002 Rainbow:
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.and on.
For way too long, my wife and I gave to our church
based on what we believed was the church community’s
need. Unfortunately, it was our individual definition of the
need. ..not our church’s real need.. .and, for way too long,
our church leaders, the Vestry, proposed and asked for
monies to support a “survival” type budget, addressing
only the bare financial needs of our church.
In the last few years, my wife and I have come to an
interesting awareness—we want to give. Everybody likes
a winner, whether it is our favorite ball team, a business
we admire, a professional we admire, or any other area
you might personally identify.
Guess what? While we were going through our metamorphosis—metamorphosis from giving to a need, to
wanting to give—our church community was going
through its own metamorphosis.
Look around at the children, young people, and returning congregation who have been absent during the survival mentality. We see some good things happening. No, life
is not perfect. We could always find something to criticize
if we look hard enough, and we could use that criticism as
an excuse not to want to give. Rather than be critical of the
imperfect, we prefer to be constructive while we all, hopefully, seek the perfect, which is everlasting life.
It is our desire and hope that our vestry will create for
us a “want to” budget rather than a “survival” budget, and
that we will all join in supporting our wants for an ongoing quest for a “winning” spiritual life and communion
with each other, and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Respectfully,

Louisa and Buck Sowers
More news from 2002
ixteen hardy adults and
S
children from Christ
Church took to a portion of the

NOTE: This great article was in the October 2002 edition of The Rainbow. It is still appropriate today. We
hope to re-print more articles from our Christ Church
Archive in the future. Stay tuned!

Why Give to our Church?
All of us give a lot (or a little) to our church to support the payment of our staff, the maintenance of our
property, the payment of utility bills, and on.. .and on..

Appalachian Trail in Bland
County October 6, 2002.
Pictured here are the
youngest, George Clement, and
the oldest, Bobby Richardson,
81 1/2 years apart in age. Everyone had a great time.
Rob Merritt said, “This
excursion left all wanting
more. A mere four miles was
barely enough to work up a
sweat. We plan a longer outing
at the same location in November of about 6.9 miles. This
exciting hike will involve fording Little Wolf Creek about
15 times (what were those trail makers thinking?).
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Christ Episcopal Church annual picnic
Worship, good food, lasting friendships, great weather

Good food
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From the Diocese Commission on Spirituality

In the silence of morning
Your spirit hovers over the brink of the day
and a new light pierces the darkness of the night
In the silence of the morning
life begins to stir around me
and I listen for the day’s utterances.
In earth, sea and sky
and in the landscape of my own soul.
I listen for utterances of your love O God.
I listen for utterances of your Love
—- J Philip Newell from Celtic Benediction,
Morning and Night Prayer

Fr. Chad awards George
Clement a Bible, an Amazon gift card, a travel mug
with an Episcopal shield, a
flash drive, and candy.

Congratulations
to our graduates:
George Clement on his
enrollment at Virginia
Tech and Caroline Wilkinson at Radford University .

As far as we know nobody used
the Porta-Potty on picnic day!

Parish Life Committee thanks volunteers
By Mary Catherine Williams, Chairman
I want to thank our Parish Life Committee and volunteers who helped make our
annual picnic a rousing success. It was very
much appreciated. According to David Hardin, we had 68 members and guests in attendance

Holy Communion was central to our annual
picnic. Here, Father Chad celebrates with us.

Please contact Dee Puckett, Junior Warden, if you notice needed
building maintenance. Contact Dee at dpuckettwv@yahoo.com,
276-322-1832 (Home), or 304-320-4640 (Cell).
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Office hours are 9-2 Tuesday through Thursday

Fri
1
Sunday
3 Pentecost 13
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour

10 Pentecost 14
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

17 Pentecost 15
9:00 Senior Class
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards

24 Pentecost 16
9:00 Senior Class
9:45 Beginner and Junior class
10:00 Holy Eucharist
Followed by coffee hour
Choir practice afterwards
6:00 Canterbury Club
At the Slater’s

Mon
4 Labor
Day

Tue
5

11

12

Office

Thu
7

Wed
6

Sat
2

8

9
Office
Closed

13

14

6:00 Men’s Dinner
in Rowley Hall

Office open by
appointment

Holy
Cross Day

15

16

Office
Closed

7:00 p.m. Vestry
meeting
in Hobson Library

18

October
Rainbow
Deadline
Office open by
appointment

25

19

22
Saint
Matthew Apostle
Office
& Evangelist
Closed

20

21

10:30
DoK Meeting
in Hobson Library

26

9-11 a.m.
Food Pantry

28

27
4:30 p.m.
Bluefield Union
Mission
Volunteers

Office open by
appointment

23

29 Saint

Michael
and All
Angels

30

Office
Closed

2017
If your birthday is not in our database,
please contact Don Williams at
276-326-3338 or editor@cecblf.org

4
7
8
8
9

Wanda Myers
Kelly Meachum McConnico
Terry Whittington
Bill Wimmer
Joe Graham

10
13
16
19

NOTE: If you have information for a Sunday service
bulletin, please remember that the church office needs it by
Tuesday if possible. Please send an E-mail with your
information to secretary@cecblf.org or call 304-327-6861.

Bobbi Kersey
Samantha Kinney
Will Czarnik
Becky Beckett

22
25
25
25
27

Don Kersey Jr.
Norma Mahood-Bay
Patrick Anderson
Gina Wilkinson
Mimi Merritt

Christ Episcopal Church

200 Duhring Street
Bluefield, West Virginia 24701-2910
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To our friends and family:

Our mission statement:
Christ Episcopal Church will live,
Celebrate, teach and radiate
The joy of Christian discipleship

Parish Staff
The Rev. Chad Slater, Rector
Terry Whittington, Organist & Choirmaster
Emma Bennett, Parish Administrator
Vanessa Hall, Sexton
Phones: 304-327-6861
304-325-0075
Email:
secretary@cecblf.org

The Rainbow Editorial Staff
Susanne Pulse, Communications Commission chairman
Don Williams, Editor and Webmaster
Website:
www.ChristChurchBluefield.org
Editor E-mail: editor@cecblf.org

We are located in
Downtown Bluefield
West Virginia

The Rainbow is published monthly, on the first day of the month. Publication deadline is the second Monday before the end of the month.

