CHRIST Episcorpal CHURCH

BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINA

The Third Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2022

200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, WV 24701

(304) 327-6861 www.cecblf.org
1


http://www.cecblf.org/

Everything you will need to participate in today’s service may be found in this booklet.
Due to the pandemic, congregational singing is currently limited, and communion is
offered in one kind only to avoid using the common cup. Please wear a face mask
covering your nose and mouth throughout the service. UV Light Air Sanitizers are
present to help provide a pathogen-free worship space. We hope that you will feel safe
in this place and leave uplifted by our celebration today.

We encourage everyone, out of love and respect to all, to get vaccinated against COVID-
19. Our Parish Nurse can answer any questions you may have about the vaccine. Our
ushers can direct you to a Vestry Member or the Parish Nurse for more information.

If you are new or visiting for the first time, we invite you to fill out a Visitor’s Card and
place it in the collection plate located in the back of the church. Our Interim Rector
would be delighted to meet you and answer any questions you might have. Please know
that all are welcome here, no exceptions.

Prelude

Our Service Begins
Please stand as yon are able for the procession

The Opening Sentences
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Pegple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Awmen.

The Kyrie The Kyrie is then sung, all standing
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls,
that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body,
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Awmen.

We Hear and Respond to God’s Word

The First LLesson Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight,
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and see why the bush 1s not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And
he said, “Here 1 am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 1s holy ground.” He
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look at God.

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are
in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of
the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress
them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites,
out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh,
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this
shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, "The
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, "What is his name?"
what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I am has sent me to you.”” God
also said to Moses, ““Thus you shall say to the Israelites, "The Lord, the God of
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you"

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God!



The Psalm Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus mens
We will read the Psalm responsively, by whole verse

1. O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my
flesh faints for you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

2. Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, that I might
behold your power and your glory.

3. For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; my lips shall give you
praise.

4. So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your Name.

5. My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises
you with joytul lips,

6. When I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night
watches.

7. For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I
will rejoice.

8. My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.

The Second Lesson I Corinthians 10:1-13

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not
desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is
written, ""The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." We
must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of
them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of
them did and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them
to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom
the ends of the ages have come. So, if you think you are standing, watch out
that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that 1s not common to
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everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may
be able to endure it.

Lector The Word of the Lord.

Pegple Thanks be to God!

The Gospel Lesson Luke 13:1-9
Celebrant  'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Peaple Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them,
"Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were
worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the
tower of Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish just as they did."

Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So, he said to the gardener,
'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and
still, I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' He replied,
'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down."
Celebrant  'The Gospel of the Lord.

Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lou Hays
The Nicene Creed Please stand as you are able
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.




Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace especially in Russia and Ukraine; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as Christ loves us.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are ill, or in any trouble, need or sorrow, especially those
on our parish prayer list, and for any others we might now name, either silently
or aloud. (Pause) Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of
your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who have gone before
us, and for any others we might now name, either silently or aloud. (Pause) We
commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Church of the Good Shepherd,
Hansford and Ascension, Hinton.

In our Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church in Mexico.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Let us join together in the Prayer for the Transition.

Dear God, we ask for mercy and grace in this journey. We commit to the
process of finding a new rector for our parish, and that it will be in your name
and to your glory. We ask for insight and self-reflection, that we may know our
needs, and that we may properly envision a future together, uplifting all and
seeing the incredible ministries that you will share with us. We pray for the
members of the Search Committee, the Vestry, and our interim Rector, as well
as our bishops and their staff, that all may be blessed and guided in this search
process. Open our eyes and our hearts to all possibilities and lead us with your
wisdom. May your glory shine through us in this mission we are undertaking.
In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

Celebrant

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of
your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our



ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us
in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession of Sin

Silence may be kept

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you 1in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

At this time we will greet those around us in the name of the Lord. Please refrain from physical touch during this
time 5o as to ensure proper social distancing for all members of the congregation. 'Thank you.

The Holy Eucharist

Offertory
After the Offertory piece has been played the People stand and sing to the familiar tune of the “Old 100"

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
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Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Eucharistic Praver A The people remain standing
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
Peaple And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

Pegple We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Pegple It 1s right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by
your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which
you have prepared for those who love you.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the

glory of your Name:
A
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the

God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand
upon ity and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any
other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,

eat: This i1s my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
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Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Celebrant and People together

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant then breafks the Consecrated Bread and says

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Pegple Therefore let us keep the feast.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
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The Celebrant then presents the Sacrament to the People

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Should you prefer not to receive the physical elements of the Holy Communion you are invited to read the following in
silent prayer as the physical sacrament is being distributed.

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited and
welcome to receive the sacrament. Everyone, regardless of faith, is welcome
to recetve a blessing— simply cross your arms in front of you approach the
priest. Each row, beginning in the front, should come up to the chancel step
to receive the Blessed Bread. The Chalice cannot be offered at this time by
direction of the Bishop of West Virginia. Once the priest has placed the wafer
in your hand you should return by the side aisle to your pew. Once a row has
received communion, the next is free to come to the chancel steps. Gluten free
wafers are available to those who request them.

Our Praver after Communion

Celebrant Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
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that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spiurit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Solemn Prayer over the People and The Blessing

Look mercifully on this your family, Almighty God, that by your great
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore; through Christ our
Lord. Amen. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, forever. Amen

The National Anthem of Ukraine
"The glory and freedom of Ukraine has not yet perished, luck will still smile

on us brother-Ukrainians. Our enemies will die, as the dew does in the
sunshine, and we, too, brothers, we'll live happily in our land. We’ll not spare
either our souls or bodies to get freedom and we’ll prove that we brothers are

of Kozak kin."
The Dismissal

The departing minister then says
Let us bless the Lord.

Pegple Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Participants in Today’s Liturgy
Celebrant The Rev. Lou Hays
Organist & Choirmaster Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolyte Elizabeth Burton and Becky Kersey
Lector David Kersey

Altar Guild Patty Richardson and Becky Beckett
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Attendance Last Sunday: 17

Birthdays This Week: Linda Gaines and John Kersey.

Calendar of Events
Wednesday, March 23 Union Mission 3:00pm
A Lenten Journey Through Our Faith 7:00 pm

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor,
Joe Sanders, Bea Paine, Bob and Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha Linkous,
Jay Kephart, Buck and Louisa Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed and Gladys
Fortune, Ivy and the Gaines Family, Brian, Lane, Loraine, and Sherry.

Announcements:

Prayer Request List: We’ve recently updated the Prayer Request list, however,
if names were removed that you would like to keep on the list, or if you would
like to add a new name to the list, please email the office so it can be added.

Wednesday, March 23: A Lenten Journey Through Our Faith 7:00 pm. The
Bible — is it truth or myth? Did God dictate the Bible? Is it still relevant? How
do we read, understand and use the Bible?

Easter Lilies: A sign-up sheet for those who would like to purchase Easter lilies
is available at the Usher’s Table in the Narthex. Lilies will be $15 and may be
given in memory or honor of a loved one, or in thanksgiving for a blessing.
Please have your donations for the lilies into the office by Sunday, April 10™ if
at all possible. Thank youl!

Parish Life Committee: If you would like to serve on the Parish Life
Committee, please sign the sheet in the front hall .

Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

The Rev. Lou Hays Interim Rector
Mzr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Mrs. Vanessa Hall Sexton
Mzr. David Kersey Senior Warden

Mr. Peter Richardson Junior Warden
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