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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
and being Proper X of the Church Year  

 July 11, 2021 

  

 Welcome to this Place of Prayer 

This bulletin contains our liturgy today.  
 

As a sign of love and respect during this pandemic era our worship is 
somewhat different.  We hope that you will feel safe in this place and leave 

edified by our celebration of God’s love today. 
 

The Vestry of Christ Church encourages everyone, out of love and respect to 
all, to get vaccinated against COVID-19.  Our Parish Nurse can answer any 
questions you may have about the vaccine.  Our ushers can direct you to a 

Vestry Member or the Parish Nurse for more information.  
 

If you are new or visiting this congregation for the first time, we invite you to 
fill out a Visitor’s Card and place it in the collection plate located in the back 

of the church. We are honored you have chosen to worship with us today 
and hope that you will continue your faith journey here. 



 
Prelude  
 

Opening Sentences 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.       Psalm 19:14 
 

Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people 
 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind 
to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. 
 

Said together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Officiant alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 



The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him. 
 

Venite                  Psalm 95:1-7 

The Invitatory is said by the Officiant and People together  
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God,  
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,  
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.  
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed   Psalm 85:8-13   Benedixisti, Domine 

The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse beginning with the Officiant 
 

8.   I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,  
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9.  Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,  
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10. Mercy and truth have met together;  
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 



11. Truth shall spring up from the earth,  
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12.  The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,  

and our land will yield its increase. 
13. Righteousness shall go before him,  

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos.      Amos 7:7-15 

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing beside a 
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said 
to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord 
said, 

“See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel;  
I will never again pass them by; 
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of 
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, 

'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.' " 

And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, 
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." 

Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; 
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my 
people Israel.'” 
 Here ends the Reading. 
 



Canticle 9    The First Song of Isaiah    Ecce, Deus                    Isaiah 12:2-6 

The Canticle is said by the Officiant and People together  

Surely, it is God who saves me;  
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say,  
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples;  
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,  
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church at Ephesus               Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as 
he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom 
and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we 
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 
the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 



with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 Here ends the reading.  
 

Canticle 19    The Song of the Redeemed  Magna et mirabilia         Revelation 15:3-4 
The Canticle is said by the Officiant and People together  

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done,  
    surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth,  
O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name?  
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you,  
    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark       Mark 6:14-29 
King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had 

become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from 
the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others 
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because 
Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful 
for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against 
him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When 
he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But 
an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter 
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king 



said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he 
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of 
my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask 
for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed 
back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard 
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately 
the king sent a soldier of 
the guard with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went 
and beheaded him in the 
prison, brought his head on 
a platter, and gave it to the 
girl. Then the girl gave it to 
her mother. When his 
disciples heard about it, 
they came and took his 
body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 Here ends the reading. 

 

 

Homily 
 

The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Salome Dances by Louise Seymour Houghton, 1890 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

The Officiant and People together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Suffrages “A” 
The Versicles are read by the Officiant and the Responses are provided by the People 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 



R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and 
also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: 
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the 
honor of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Officiant       The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 People  And also with you. 
 At this time we will greet those around us in the name of the Lord.  Please 
refrain from physical touch during this time so as to ensure proper social 
distancing for all members of the congregation.  Thank you.  
 

Announcements 
 

 
 



The General Thanksgiving 
Said together by the Officiant and the People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Concluding Versicles 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.               Romans 15:13 

 

Postlude 

 



 

 

The Altar Flowers are given today for the greater Glory of God and in 
memory of loved ones by the Marra and Fortune families. 

 

 

Following our service will be Coffee Hour, hosted by Parish Life. This is a 
time for us to have fellowship, share our joys and sorrows, and get to know 
one another. It is very much an extension of the communal feast we share in 

the Holy Eucharist. You may remove your mask to eat or drink.  
Please join us.   

 

 

Participants in Today’s Liturgy 

Officiant     Don Williams, Jr.     

Organist & Choirmaster  Terry E. Whittington, Jr.  
Lector     Teresa Paine 
Altar Guild                             Linda Thomas and Chris Justice  
 

Attendance Last Sunday:                           35   

        
Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie 
Taylor, Joe Sanders, Lee Puckett, Sr., Mabeline Robinson, Bea Paine, Lynn 
Burney, Donna Fortune, Bob and Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha 
Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Kelly Cox, Dean Farmer, Haddon 
Lazenby, Jack Burchette, Nick, JL, Cis Barrett, Kathy, Randy Snider, Lane, 
Loraine, Sherry, Margarette Joplin, Emily Broome, David, Cady, Martin, 
Marion Lowe, Harry, Ben Rose, Jay Kephart, Rick Longworth, all Healthcare 
Personnel and Frontline Workers, Jack, Sheri, Dan, Kathy, Hamilton Jones, 
Kensley, John, Kathleen Nieman, Alan Riggins, Brenda Payne, Buck and 
Louisa Sowers, Elizabeth Kane, Betty, Matt, Eric, the Denney family  
 

Birthdays This Week:  Ben Faulkner, Peter Richardson, Bonnie Taylor, Bill 
Davis, and David Hardin. 
 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday – July 11  Building and Grounds Committee meeting after church 
Thursday – July 15          Food Pantry 9:00 – 11:00am 
Sunday – August 29                Church Picnic at Lotito Park 
 

 
 



Announcements:  
 Coffee Hour:  A sign-up sheet for hosting Coffee Hour is located in the 
Narthex.  Please consider signing up to host this important fellowship 
ministry! 
 

Church Committees: Sign-ups for Parish Committees are in the Narthex.  
 

Confirmation Class: Bishop Klusmeyer will be joining us on Sunday, October 
24 to help us celebrate the 100th anniversary of the dedication of our church 
building. Fr. Chad will be holding classes for those interested in confirmation 
at that time.  Please see him for more information. 
 

Worship Protocols to Change:  Beginning next Sunday, July 18, we will 
observe a new set of guidelines for our worship and common life together.  
These changes include permitting masks to be optional and the singing of 
hymns.  Details of these changes were emailed out last week, and a hard copy 
is in the mail to all households.  If you have any questions, please see any 
member of the Vestry for more information.  

 

 
 
Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish 

the Very Rev. Chad Slater                                         Rector 

Mr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr.              Organist & Choirmaster 

Ms. Emma Bennett                         Parish Administrator 

Mrs. Vanessa Hall                  Sexton 

Mr. David Kersey                                                   Senior Warden 

Mr. Peter Richardson         Junior Warden 

 
 
 
 

 


