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The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
and being Proper XVII of the Church Year  

 August 29, 2021 

The Christ Church Annual Parish Picnic 
 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant and People together say 

 Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in 
our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with 
all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Old Testament Lesson             Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that 
I am teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the 
land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must neither 
add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep 
the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 



You must observe them diligently, for this 
will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, 
will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!” For what other great nation 
has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 
whenever we call to him? And what other great 
nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this 
entire law that I am setting before you today?  

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days 
of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 
 The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm   Psalm 15             Domine, quis habitabit? 

We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse, beginning with the Lector 

1. LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2. Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,  
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3. There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend;  
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4. In his sight the wicked is rejected,  
but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5. He has sworn to do no wrong  
and does not take back his word. 

6. He does not give his money in hope of gain,  
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7. Whoever does these things  
shall never be overthrown. 

Said together 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 



The New Testament Lesson               James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by 
the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God's 
righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those 
who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going 
away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but 
doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing. 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 
their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel Hymn                    Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel Lesson                                                         Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were 
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 
market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)  

So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He 
said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 



You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 

you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can 
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from 
the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily 
 

The Nicene Creed  

All stand as they are able                               
We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 

         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures; 



         he ascended into heaven 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church*. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*meaning the church universal, that all Christians are one people regardless of denomination  
 

The Prayers of the People 

The intercessor greets the congregation with the following words and leads us in prayer. 

Father of all, from whom comes every perfect gift, hear our prayers which 
we offer fervently to you, and in the name of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We pray for the church, that we might show forth our faith in action, 
regard all with impartiality, and be quick to listen and slow to anger. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our nation, that whenever trials may befall us, that God may 
grant us endurance and wisdom. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the world, that the lowly may be raised up, and that mercy may 
fall on us all. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the sick, the injured, the vulnerable, and those undergoing all 
forms of adversity, that they might all be raised up; especially those on our 
prayer list, and all those we remember before you now... 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for those celebrating this week, especially IV Sudduth, Dee Puckett, 
Delia Kersey, and Peyton Wimmer. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who have died  especially the loved ones of Bill Davis, 
that they would draw near to God,  and that God would draw near to them. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, let our prayers be offered to you with the gentleness that is 
born from your wisdom from above, that is pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, and full of mercy. Amen. 
 

The Confession and Absolution 

The Celebrant then calls the people to confess their sins to God 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 People  And also with you. 
  

At this time we will greet those around us in the name of the Lord.  Please refrain from physical touch during this 
time so as to ensure proper social distancing for all members of the congregation.  Thank you.  
 
 

 



The Liturgy of the Eucharist, sometimes called The Mass               

Offertory Hymn               Come, thou fount of every blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 1 
Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 



 It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on 
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

 

 

 

 
 

 Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and 
show forth your bountiful grace. 
 But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we 
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your 
creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to 
care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you 
sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and 
life. 



 On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, 
and said: Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

 Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from 
your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these 
gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Fraction                                                                  The Celebrant then breaks the Consecrated Bread and says 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

The People then respond 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant then presents the Sacrament to the People 

These are the Gifts of God, for the People of God.  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 

The Celebrant will provide instructions for receiving the Consecrated Bread.  
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says     

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Go out, and be doers of the word. 
Be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger;  
rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness;  
welcome with meekness the word that has the power to save your souls 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you always.  
People  Amen! 
 

Dismissal 
Celebrant     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People         Thanks be to God! 

 

 



Participants in Today’s Liturgy 
Celebrant    the Very Rev. Chad Slater 
Choirmaster   Terry E. Whittington, Jr.  
Acolyte    Benjamin Slater      
Lector    Linda Ammar         
Altar Guild   Betty Nash Mimi Merritt  
 

The Altar Flowers today were given by Mr. Bill Davis  
in memory of loved ones. 

 

 
 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, 
Joe Sanders, Mabeline Robinson, Bea Paine, Lynn Burney, Donna Fortune, 
Bob and Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, 
Kelly Cox, Dean Farmer, Haddon Lazenby, Jack Burchette, Nick, JL, Cis 
Barrett, Randy Snider, Lane, Loraine, Sherry, Margarette Joplin, Emily 
Broome, David, Cady, Martin, Marion Lowe, Harry, Ben Rose, Jay Kephart, 
Rick Longworth, all Healthcare Personnel and Frontline Workers, Jack, Sheri, 
Dan, Kathy, Hamilton Jones, Kensley, John, Kathleen Nieman, Alan Riggins, 
Brenda Payne, Buck and Louisa Sowers, Elizabeth Kane, Betty, Matt, Eric, 
Carol, Dave, Gail, Jean, the people of Haiti, the people of Afghanistan 
 

Calendar of Events 

Wednesday – September 8  Serving Dinner at Union Mission 3:00 pm 
Sunday – September 12           Bagging Groceries after Church 
Wednesday – September 15         Vestry Meeting 7:00pm 
Thursday – September 16           Food Pantry 9:00am – 11:00am  
Wednesday – September 22  Serving Dinner at Union Mission 4:00 pm 
Sunday – October 24          CEC Building 100th Anniversary 
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