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FIRST SUNDAY

Advent

November 28, 2021

This bulletin contains our liturgy today.

Given the circumstances during this pandemic era our worship is somewhat different.
We respectfully ask that you wear and keep a face mask on during this service. UV
Light Air Sanitizers are present to help ensure a pathogen free worship space. We
hope that you will feel safe in this place and leave edified by our celebration today.

The Vestry of Christ Church encourages everyone, out of love and respect to all, to get
vaccinated against COVID-19. Our Parish Nurse can answer any questions you may
have about the vaccine. Our ushers can direct you to a Vestry Member or the
Parish Nurse for more information.

If you are new or visiting this congregation for the first time, we invite you to fill out a
Visitor’s Card and place it in the collection plate located in the back of the church. We
are honored you have chosen to worship with us today and hope that you will
continue your faith journey here.



Prelude

Our Service Begins

The Opening Sentences
Please stand for the procession

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Pegple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Awen.

The Hymn of Praise O come, O come, Emmanuel
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The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver Hymnal 1940, alt. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Fzni, Feni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th,
cent.; adpt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) Copyright ©1975, G.I. A. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.



The Collect of the Day
Our collective prayer for the day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Letus pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise
to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to God’s Word
The First [.esson Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
"The Lotd is our righteousness."
Lector The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God!

The Psalm Psalm 25:1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi
The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse.
1. To you, O Lotd, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2. Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3. Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
4. Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.




5. Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

6. Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7. Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8. He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9. All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Said by all  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

as 1t was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we

feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly

that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way

to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Lector The Word of the Lord.

Pegple Thanks be to God!

The Gospel Lesson Luke 21:25-36
Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Peaple Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and
on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 1s coming upon the
wortld, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the
Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near."



Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer
is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Celebrant  'The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon the Very Rev. Chad Slater




The Nicene Creed All stand as they are able
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church*.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*meaning the church universal, that all Christians are one people regardless of denomination




The Prayers of the People
The intercessor greets the congregation with the following words and leads us in prayer.

O God, the days are surely coming when all your promises will be fulfilled to
your faithful children. We pray for the church universal, that we might fulfill
our promises to you, and be forgiven for all our failures. We pray especially
for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Mike,
our Bishop, Matthew, our Bishop-elect, and Chad, our priest, and all bishops
and other ministers;

Come Lotd Jesus, and hear our prayer.

In your time, O Lord, a righteous branch sprang up and you brought justice
and righteousness in every land. We pray for our nation, and all nations, that
your peace would be manifest in every corner of the earth. We remember
before you especially, Joe, our President, Jim and Ralph, our Governors, and
Ron and Donnie, our mayors.

Come Lotd Jesus, and hear our prayer.

In your Kingdom, O Lord, you bring your people safety and comfort. We pray

for the sick, the suffering, and those in distress of any kind; for those on our

Prayer List, and all those we now name before you, either silently or

aloud...that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle all wrongs.
Come Lotd Jesus, and hear our prayer.

Your great works of redemption, O God, span the ages. We pray for those
who rejoice this week as they celebrate their birthday, especially Grey Kiser,
Elizabeth Burton, Rebecca Broyles, and Borden Thomas, that they might be
filled with joy and gladness.

Come Lotd Jesus, and hear our prayer.

In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of the ever
blessed Virgin Mary. His name was Emmanuel: God With Us. We thank you
for your Presence with us, and we pray that you might be always present with
those whom we love but see no longer, especially the loved ones of Stan and
Grey Kiser.

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer.



Come among us O God, and hear our prayers; so that when your Son Jesus
Christ returns, coming in the clouds and with great power and might, we
might stand up and raise our heads in the knowledge and hope of our
redemption drawing near. Awmen.

The Confession and Absolution
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name.

Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you 1n all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you 1n eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And also with you.

At this time we will greet those around us in the name of the Lord. Please refrain from physical touch during this
time 5o as to ensure proper social distancing for all members of the congregation. "Thank you.



The Holy Eucharist, sometimes call The Mass

Doxology
After the Offertory piece has been played the People stand and sing to the familiar tune of the “Old 100"

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Preparation at the Altar

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the
hillside are now united on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your
whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into
your kingdom. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer “B”
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
Pegple We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Pegple It 1s right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:



Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh,
Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with St. Mary, St. Margret, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

The Celebrant and People together sing
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction The Celebrant then breaks the Consecrated Bread and says
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Pegple Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant then presents the Sacrament to the People

These are the Gifts of God, for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Should you prefer not to recezve the physical elements of the Holy Commiunion you are invited to read the following in
silent prayer as the physical sacrament is being distributed.

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

All baptized Christians, of any tradition, are welcome to receive the sacrament.
Everyone, regardless of faith, is welcome to receive a blessing— simply cross
your arms in front of you approach the priest. Each row, beginning in the
front, should come up to the chancel step to receive the Blessed Bread. The
Chalice cannot be offered at this time by direction of the Bishop of West
Virginia. Once the priest has dropped the Blessed Bread in your hand you
should return by the side aisle to your pew. Once a row has been Communed,
the next is free to come to the chancel steps.

Gluten free wafers are available to those who request them.




Our Prayer after Communion
After Commmunnion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spiurit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant then pronounces the following blessing over the people

May Almighty God,

by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await,

make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer,

at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.

People Amen!

The Dismissal

We are dismissed from this gathering to go into the world to spread the Good
News and the love of Christ! We respond to this instruction with:

Thanks be to God!

Postlude




The Altar Flowers are given today for the greater Glory of God and in
memory of loved ones by Stan and Grey Kiser.
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Participants in Today’s Liturgy

Celebrant the Very Rev. Chad Slater
Organist & Choirmaster Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolyte Ben Slater
Lector Don Williams
Altar Guild Betty Nash Linda Ammar
Attendance Last Sunday: 30

Birthdays This Week: Grey Kiser, Elizabeth Burton, Rebecca Broyles, and
Borden Thomas

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor,
Joe Sanders, Bea Paine, Bob and Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha Linkous,
Jay Kephart, Buck and Louisa Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed and Gladys

Fortune, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Dean Farmer, Haddon Lazenby, Jack
Burchette, Nick, JL, Randy Snider, Margarette Joplin, David, Martin, Harry,
Ben Rose, Jack, Sheri, Dan, Kensley, John, Betty, Matt, Eric, Carol, Dave, Gail,
Jean, Lane, Loraine, Sherry, all Healthcare Personnel and Frontline Workers,
Ivy and the Gaines Family, John, the Rev. Brian Shoda, the Patterson Family,
Velma Harmon, Taylor Frazier, I1I, Brian, and Owen Kersey.

Calendar of Events

Sunday —December 5 Children’s Evening Prayer (St. Nicholas) 5:00 pm
Wednesday — December 8 DOK meeting 10:00am
Thursday — December 16 Food Pantry 9 — 11:00 am
Friday — December 24 Christmas Eve early service at 5pm

Christmas Eve late service at 11pm
Sunday — December 26 1% Sunday After Christmas Virtual Service



Announcements:
Worship Assistant Scheduling: If you are interested in serving as an acolyte or
other worship assistant, please let Fr. Chad know. Thank youl!

We’ve Come this Far By Faith Pledge Drive: Pledge Cards have been mailed
out to all households of the parish. If for some reason you did not recetve

your Pledge Card, please let the Parish Office know as soon as possible. Pledge
Cards may be returned to the church either by mail or in the Sunday offering
plate. Thank you!

Christmas Poinsettias: If you would like to order a poinsettia for Christmas to

decorate our Church in either honor or memory of someone, a sign-up sheet
will be available in the Narthex Poinsettias are $15. Requests for Poinsettias
should be in the church office by Monday, December 12,

Food Pantry Collection: Our Food Pantry has a tradition of giving hats,

gloves, scarves, blankets, socks, and other items to help make winter a little
warmer for our friends. Blankets have been given out at our November Pantry,
and warm clothing will be given out at the December Pantry. Collection boxes
are in the Narthex for donations. These items can be homemade, purchased,
or gently used.

ECW Christmas Cookies: The ECW will again be preparing cookie platters
for our shut-in members. ECW members are asked to make a recipe of 3 to 4
dozen cookies to be distributed to our members who are shut-in or living in a
care facility. If you would like to help with this outreach please contact Patty
Richardson at 304-952-8502 by text or by leaving a message. Cookies will need
to be at the church on December 15. Volunteers will also be necessary to help
with the delivery of the cookies. This 1s an important outreach for our ECW
and we hope you will take time to help us.




A message from the Vestry

We are very sorry to see Father Chad, Jennifer, Ben and Emma leave
for Charleston. While we say goodbye over the next few weeks, we need to
work to fill the void they will leave behind. We are in discussions with a
prospective supply priest for the beginning of the year. We will need parish
members to fill the acolyte and videographer roles that will be left open when
the Slaters leave. We will need to assemble a search committee to seek a new
permanent rector. We have three Vestry terms which expire in January and will
need to be filled at the annual meeting.

All of us will need to remain active in the church and intentional with
our church life. It is very important for you to complete and return your
annual pledge card. As we vet prospective rectors, they will be vetting us and
it 1s important that we fully fund the “Rector Expenses” line items in our
annual budget to demonstrate our wherewithal to pay a full time priest. If you
need a pledge card, one may be obtained from the church office.

Please send an email to Emma Bennett in the Parish Office to let her
know which of the roles noted above that you can take on. If we all pitch in
and work together, we will find that the future for our church will be bright.
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Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

the Very Rev. Chad Slater Rector
Mzt. Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Mrs. Vanessa Hall Sexton
Mzr. David Kersey Senior Warden

Mr. Peter Richardson Junior Warden



