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Celebration of the Holy Eucharist  
and Envisioning Our Future 

 
“See, I am making all things new.” 

 

 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

May 15, 2022 at 9:30 AM 
 

Christ Episcopal Church, Bluefield WV 
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Schedule for Envisioning Our Future - May 15, 2022 

“See, I am making all things new.” Revelation 21:5 
 

9:30 am  Gather; coffee and refreshments 

9:40 am  Holy Eucharist - Liturgy of the Word  

9:50 am  Explanation of process 

10:00 am  Two-person interviews 

10:40 am Table conversation in groups of 4-6 sharing results of 

interviews 

11:00 am Each table creates summary of highlights of experiences, core 

values, hopes and dreams 

11:15 am  Each table shares highlights with entire room 

11:30 am Table conversation about the characteristics of the person God 

is calling to be our new Rector in light of our core values, hopes 

and dreams 

11:45 pm  Each table shares characteristics with entire room 

12 noon  Holy Eucharist concludes with Communion 

12:30 pm  Lunch 
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The Word of God 

The people standing,  

the Celebrant says  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 

steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from Revelation.             Revelation 21:1-6 
 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
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Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 

"See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them as their God; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away." 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things 
new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 
Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 
water of life." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 
once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot 
come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon The Rev. Lou Hays and the People of Christ Episcopal 

Church 

 

Discerning God’s will for our parish - see separate handouts 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound 
to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away 
the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 
life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
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have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, 
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Birthdays This Week:  Karen Joseph, Jay Kephart, Vanessa Hall, Brayden 
Wimmer, and Barbara Sudduth  
 
Attendance Last Sunday:             33 
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The Altar Flowers are given today  
for the greater Glory of God 
by John and Becky Beckett 

 

 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers:  

Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, Bea Paine, Bob and Peggy Walk, 
John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Jay Kephart, Buck and Louisa Sowers, Donna 
Fortune, Ed and Gladys Fortune, Ivy and the Gaines Family, Chris Justice, 
Brian, Lane, Loraine, and Sherry. 

 

Participants in Today’s Liturgy 
Celebrant     The Rev. Lou Hays 

 Lector     Rob Merritt 
 Altar Guild    Betty Nash and Grey Kiser 
 

Calendar of Events 
Wednesday –May 18                        Vestry Meeting 6:00pm 
Thursday – May 19             Food Pantry 9:00 – 11:00 am 
Wednesday – May 25    Serving Dinner at the Union Mission 3:30pm  
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish 

The  Rev. Lou Hays                                       Interim Rector 
Mr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr.              Organist & Choirmaster 
Ms. Emma Bennett                         Parish Administrator 
Mrs. Vanessa Hall                  Sexton 
Mr. David Kersey                                                    Senior Warden 
Mr. Peter Richardson         Junior Warden 


