CHRIST ErPiscopaL CHURCH

BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGIMA

The Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost

October 2, 2022
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Prelude

The Processional Hymn Ye servants of God, your Master proclain: H535
Offiiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pegple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Officiant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Awen.

The Hymn of Praise The Gloria is then sung, all standing
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Officiant  'The Lord be with you.
Peaple And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.
The Collect for the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to
pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience
is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask,
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First [.esson Lamentations 1:16
How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow
she has become, she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess
among the provinces has become a vassal.
She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her
lovers; she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacherously
with her, they have become her enemies.




Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude; she lives now
among the nations and finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken
her in the midst of her distress.

The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; all her gates
are desolate, her priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.

Her foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper, because
the LORD has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; her
children have gone away, captives before the foe.

From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty. Her princes have
become like stags that find no pasture; they fled without strength before the
pursuet.

The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Psalm 137 Super flumina
The Psalp will be read responsively by whole verse
1. By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered
you, O Zion.

2. As for our harps, we hung them up on the trees in the midst of that land.

3. For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, and our oppressors
called for mirth: "Sing us one of the songs of Zion."

4. How shall we sing the LORD'S song upon an alien soil.
5. If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill.

6. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you,
if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.

7. Remember the day of Jerusalem, O LORD, against the people of Edom,
who said, "Down with it! down with it! even to the ground!"

8. O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy the one who pays
you back for what you have done to us!

9. Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, and dashes them against the
rock!



The Second I.esson 11 Timothy 1:14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did-- when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.
Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Funice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I
remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying
on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a
spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of
God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us
in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel 1 was appointed a
herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I
am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am
sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold
to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,

with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.

Hymn Rise up, ye saints of God! H 551
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Gospel Lesson Lake 17:5-10
A Reading from The Gospel according to Luke.
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, If
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,
"Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
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"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, "Come here at once and take your place
at the table'? Would you not rather say to him, "Prepare supper for me, put on
your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'?
Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when
you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, "We are worthless slaves;
we have done only what we ought to have done!"

The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God

The Sermon By the Rev. Lou Hays, read by Teresa Paine
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The Nicene Creed
All stand as they are able

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.




We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Mike and Matthew, our Bishops, for Lou our priest, and for all
bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That onr works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdon.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
In our Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for St. James, Lewisburg.

In our Anglican Cycle of prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of
Canada.

We pray for all who are on our parish prayer list, and for any others that we
might now name, either silently or aloud

Pause



We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who have gone
before us, and for any others that we might now name, either silently or
aloud

Pause

We give thanks for all of the blessings of this life, for our family, friends and
loved ones, and for any other thanksgivings we might now name, either
silently or aloud.

Pause
Let us join together in our Prayer for this stage of the Transition

Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks and praise for bringing us this
far in our transition journey. We thank you for our parish profile and our hopes
and dreams for the future. We pray that you will bring us candidates who you
would have serve as our next Rector. Continue to bless the Search Committee
and lead them to right decisions and give us patience and hope as we wait. In
Jesus' name we pray, Awen.

Officiant

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord Awzen.

The Confession and Absolution
The Officiant then calls the people to confess their sins to God
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Stilence may be kept.

Officiant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The officiant says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Awmzen.

The Peace
Officiant ~ The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And also with you.
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Announcements
Recessional Hymn O Master, let me walk with thee H660
The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

> <
Following our service will be Coffee Hour, hosted today by Mary Catherine

Williams and Sheila Brooks. This is a time for us to have fellowship, share our
joys and sorrows, and get to know one another. It is very much an extension
of the communal feast we share in the Holy Eucharist. Please join us!

> .

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers:

Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, Joe Sanders, Bea Paine, Bob and Peggy Walk,
John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Jay Kephart, Buck Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed
and Gladys Fortune, Ivy and the Gaines Family, Chris Justice, John Beckett,
Patty, Brian, Lane, Sherry, Lilian Blackman, Scot, Max, Brad, Sandi, and Joan.

Participants in Today’s Liturgy

Officiant Teresa Paine
Organist & Choirmaster Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolyte Katherine Lewis
Lector Don Williams
Altar Guild Linda Ammar, Teresa Paine,
Mimi Merritt
> <
The Altar Flowers are given today for the greater Glory of God
by Linda Ammar.
> <

Birthdays This Week: Sheila Brooks, Deak Kersey, Tom Joseph, Elizabeth
Clement, Don Williams

Attendance Last Sunday: 25

Calendar of Events

Wednesday — October 12 Union Mission 4:00pm
Wednesday — October 19 Vestry Meeting 6:00pm
Thursday — October 20 Food Pantry 9:00am to 11:00am
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Wednesday — October 26 Union Mission 3:30pm

Announcements:

Coffee Hour: Please help us continue this important ministry of hospitality by
sighing up on the white board in the hallway next to the library.

Gardens Sign-up: If you would like to help with planting and maintaining the
flowers in the Columbarium and out in front of the Church, please put your
name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Food Pantry Collection: Our Food Pantry has a tradition of giving hats,
scarves, gloves, socks, and blankets to help make winter a little warmer for our
friends. A collection bin is in the narthex to begin accepting donations for
these items. They can be homemade, purchased, or gently used.

Winter Pansies: If you’d like to donate toward having winter pansies planted
in the Columbarium, please note “Pansies” in the memo section of your gift.

UTO collection is here: The ingathering will be at the Diocesan Convention
Nov. 18-19™. There is material on the railing in the narthex. There will be a
UTO collection jar on the usher’s table each Sunday for any loose change you
might have.

Recycling Program: Christ Church will be starting a recycling program
soon. We need volunteers to take the items to a recycling truck at Mitchell
Stadium every Thursday from 1-4 pm. A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be
in the narthex. Thanks for all who volunteer for this program.

Acolytes and Lectors needed. If you would like to participate in this valuable
ministry, please contact Rob Merritt, 304-920-860; robmerritt202@gmail.com

Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

The Rev. Lou Hays Interim Rector
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Mzr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Mrs. Vanessa Hall Sexton
Mzr. David Kersey Senior Warden

Mzt. Peter Richardson Junior Warden
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