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Prelude

The Processional Hymn My Shepherd will supply my need H664
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant  Bless be Lord who forgives all our sins.

Pegple His mercy endures for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. ~Amen.

The people standing.

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #90 The Holy Eucharist I, Lord have mercy upon us: Kyre
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The Collect for the Day

Celebrant ~ 'The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to
be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread,
that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Awmen.

The people sit.
The First L.esson I Sanmmel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king
among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and 1 will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders
of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the LLord.” But the Lotrd said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”” Then Jesse called
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ““T'he Lord has not chosen any of
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
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Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and
was handsome. The Lotd said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

1 ector The Word of the Lord.
Peogple Thanks be to God!

The Psalm Psalm 23 Donzinus regit me
The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse

1. The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still
waters.

3. He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his
Name's sake.




4. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear

no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble
me; you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6. Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as
children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful

even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the
light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore

it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!
The people standing.
Hymn How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise! H533
The Gospel Lesson John 9:1-41

Celebrant ~ 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Peaple Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me while it 1s day; night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the wotld, I am the light of the world.” When he

had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
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spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began
to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It
is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it 1s someone like him.” He kept saying,
“I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and
recetved my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not
know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the

Pharisees said, ““This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
6



sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, notr do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 1s of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So, for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
sald to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
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Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, “Here 1s an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are
not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

Celebrant  'The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Paul Barker

The Nicene Creed
All stand as they are able and say together:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,




begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III
The people may stand or kneel.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Matthew, our Bishop, for Paul our Pastor, and for all bishops,
priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon then.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdon.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

In our Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for the Diocesan Ministries and
Programming.

We pray for all who are on our parish prayer list, and for any others that we
might now name, either silently or aloud

Pause

We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who have gone
before us, and for any others that we might now name, either silently or
aloud

Pause

We give thanks for all of the blessings of this life, for our family, friends and
loved ones, and for any other thanksgivings we might now name, either
silently or aloud.

Pause

The Celebrant concludes the prayers

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Awmen.
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The Confession of Sin

The celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor
Stlence may be kept

The Celebrant and people say:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Deacon stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

—_———— e
The Peace
Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Peaple And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of God’s love.
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Announcements
The Holy Eucharist
Offertory O for a thousand tongues to sing H493

After the Offertory piece has been played the Pegple stand and sing the familiar tune of the “Old 100"”

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us.

People and Deacon
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
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who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine 1s the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Deacon then presents the Sacrament to the People

The Gifts of God, for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Praver for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist 1s now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The Distribution of Holy Communion from Reserved Sacrament

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited and
encouraged to receive the sacrament. Communion is distributed at the altar
rail. It is the tradition of this parish that 12 to 14 people at a time receive
communion at the altar rail, at which point all are dismissed together to
return to their seats and another group may move forward to the rail. Gluten
free wafers are available by asking the priest. If you do not wish to receive the
sacrament but would like to receive a blessing, please join us at the rail and
cross your arms over your chest. Depart through the doors at either side of
the rail, returning to your pew through the door into the back of the nave.

Communion Hymn

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness H339
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Our Prayer after Communion
After Communnion, the Deacon says

Let us pray.

Deacon and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recessional Hymn Blessed Jesus, at thy word H440

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Participants in Today’s Liturgy
Celebrant The Rev. Paul Barker
Organist & Choirmaster Terry E. Whittington, Jr.
Acolytes Becky Beckett
Lectors Cameron Clement
Altar Guild Elizabeth Clement and Betty Nash

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie
Taylor, Joe Sanders, Bob and Peggy Walk, John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Jay
Kephart, Buck Sowers, Donna Fortune, Ed and Gladys Fortune, Ivy and the
Gaines Family, Ted Lewis, Brian, Art Mead, Lane, Sherry, Scot, Max, Brad,
Sandi, Joan, Mike Boosier, Pam Spracher, Barry Dinger, Joel Hammond,
Martin and Ethan, Jim, Brenda Payne.
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Attendance Last Sunday: 24

Following our service will be Coffee Hour, hosted today Rob and Mimi
Merritt. This is a time for us to have fellowship, share our joys and sorrows,
and get to know one another. It is very much an extension of the communal
feast we share in the Holy Eucharist. Please join us!

Birthdays This Week: John Kersey

Calendar of Events
Tuesday — March 21 DOK meeting 10:30am
Wednesday — March 22 Noonday Prayer 11:00am — 11:15am
Lenten Study 11:15 — 12 noon
Union Mission 3:30pm
Wednesday — March 29 Noonday Prayer 11:00am — 11:15am
Lenten Study 11:15 — 12 noon

Announcements:

Lenten Study: The Lenten study will continue on Wednesdays mornings,
following noonday prayer at 11:00am. We are using the book, Lzwing the Way
of Love by Mary Bea Sullivan, for reflection and discussion. We should have a
few more available copies on the narthex hallway table if anyone would like a
copy. Hope to see y2’ll then!

Community Engagement Opportunity: The Host of The HopeWords
Writers” Conference taking place on March 24-25 here in Bluefield, have
asked us to prepare several desserts for their evening social event on Friday,
March 24®, A sign-up sheet for volunteer “bakers” will be in the narthex.

FEaster Lilies: A sign-up sheet for those who would like to purchase Easter
lilies is available at the Ushet’s Table in the Narthex. Lilies will be $20 each
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and may be given in memory or in honor of a loved one. Please turn in
payment by April 2! and be sure to note method of payment on sheet.

Coffee Hour: A Coffee Hour host or hostess is needed for April 16 and 23.
Sign up on the white board located outside the Library. Contact Mary
Catherine Williams (276-326-2411) or mkw(@dlwco.com) if you have any
questions. Thank you for helping Christ Church in this important ministry.

Recycling Program: Christ Church will be starting a recycling program
soon. We need volunteers to take the items to a recycling truck at Mitchell
Stadium every Thursday from 1-4 pm. A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be
in the narthex. Thanks for all who volunteer for this program.

Pledge Envelopes: Please pick up your pledge payment envelopes, which are
located on the table in the narthex.

Parish Life: There is a signup sheet in the Narthex for Parish Life. If
you want to be a part of this very important ministry at our church,
consider signing up. You can contact Mary Catherine Williams
at mkw(@dlwco.com or 276-326-2411 with any questions.

Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish

The Rev. Paul Barker Pastor
Mzr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr. Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Emma Bennett Parish Administrator
Mrs. Vanessa Hall Sexton
Mrs. Becky Beckett Senior Warden

Mzt. Peter Richardson Junior Warden
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