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Christ Episcopal Church 
 

200 Duhring Street, Bluefield, WV 24701 
(304) 327-6861  

www.christchurchbluefield.org 
 

 

 July 12, 2020 
 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Morning Prayer 
 

 
 

Welcome to this Place of Prayer 
 

 This bulletin contains our liturgy today.  If you are new or visiting this congregation 
for the first time we invite you to fill out a Visitor’s Card (see an usher) and place it in 
the collection plate located in the back of the church.  We are honored you have chosen 
to worship with us today and hope that you will continue your faith journey here. 
 

Opening Versicle                Psalm 122:1 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
 

Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind 
to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. 
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Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Officiant alone stands and says 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  
Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Jubilate                  Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
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Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise;  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
 

The Psalm  

Psalm 119:02-112                  Lucerna pedibus meis 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your 

judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your 

commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; truly, they are the joy of my 

heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes for ever and to the end. 
 

Said together   
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
The First Lesson                                         Genesis 25:19-34 

 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 
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daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 
Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife because she was barren; and 
the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children 
struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I 
live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 
 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” 

 

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 
The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so, they named him 
Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so 
he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau because he was fond 
of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

 



5 
 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and 
he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I 
am famished!” (Therefore, he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 
Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So, he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and 
rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
11    The Third Song of Isaiah                      Surge, illuminare 

          Isaiah 0:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,      

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

For behold, darkness covers the land;  

    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 

But over you the Lord will rise,  

and his glory will appear upon you. 

Nations will stream to your light,  

and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

Your gates will always be open;  

by day or night, they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord,  

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Violence will no more be heard in your land,  

ruin or destruction within your borders. 

You will call your walls, Salvation,  

and all your portals, Praise. 

The sun will no more be your light by day;  

by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
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The Lord will be your everlasting light,  

and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Second Lesson                                                                                  Romans 8:1-11 

 There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: 
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason, the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
17    The Song of Simeon                

Luke 2:29-32             Nunc Dimittis 
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free  

to go in peace as you have promised;  



7 
 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  

whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  

A Light to enlighten the nations,  

and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Lesson                               Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.                             
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
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crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is 
the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon             Pastor Paul Barker 
 

The Apostles' Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 



9 
 

    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 
The People stand or kneel 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
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V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect                                                                                We pray together as the people of God 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and 
also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People (Form IV)            
The Prayers of the People are Form IV, found on page 388 in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

 Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 

your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  We 

pray for: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for 

Mike, our Bishop, for Fr. Chad, our Priest. Father, we pray for the 

congregation at Incarnation of Ronceverte with The Rev. Betsy Walker, 

and in our Companion Diocese of Colombia The Rev. Arcesio Cuervo 

Toro of Mision Episcopal Jesucristo Luz Del Mundo. We pray also for 

those engaged in mission and ministry here at Christ Church, especially, The 

Communications Committee, David Kersey, chairman, and all Rainbow 

and Website volunteers,  
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Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, especially Donald, our President, Jim and Ralph, 
our governors, and Ron & Don, our mayors, and all the nations, in the ways 
of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common 
good. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially those celebrating 
birthdays this week: Peter Richardson, Bonnie Taylor, Bill Davis, David 
Hardin, Don Harris, Caroline Wilkinson, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us.  
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially those 
listed in our bulletin and all those we remember now either silently or aloud: 
(pause and count to ten) 
 
And all those whose need for healing is known to You alone.  Give them 
courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died. We pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.                        
 

(The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect) 
 

The Peace                                We share the joy of the Good News! 
All stand. The Officiant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord by waving their hands.   
No physical touching at this time, please.   

Announcements 
Information for the good of the parish is shared at this time.   
Individuals may share personal news at this time as well in order to foster fellowship.   

 

 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 
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We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time  

with one accord to make our common supplication to you;  

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son  

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  

you will be in the midst of them:  

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;  

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,  

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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Dismissal and Concluding Sentences 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                Romans 15:13 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given today by  
The Marra and Fortune Families in memory of loved ones.  

 

 

Participants in Today’s Liturgy 
Acolyte                Allyson Bowling 
Lector                       Allyson Bowling 
Altar Guild               Linda Ammar   Elizabeth Clement      

            

Birthdays This Week: Peter Richardson, Bonnie Taylor, Bill Davis, David 
Hardin, Don Harris, Caroline Wilkinson 
 

Last Sunday Attendance             17 
 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie Taylor, 

Joe Sanders, Lee Puckett, Sr., Mabeline & Elton Robinson, Bea Paine, Lynn 

Burney, Marilyn Denney, Donna Fortune, Bob and Peggy Walk, Susan Jewell, 

John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Kelly Cox, Mike 

McLeod, Maxine Stevenson, Dean Farmer, Bob Moore, Haddon Lazenby, 

Jack Burchette, Nick, JL, Cis Barrett, the Riddle Family, Kathy, Patsy Arnold, 

Randy Snider  

 

Calendar of Events: 
Sunday – July 12          Bagging for Food Pantry after Church 
Wednesdays in JULY   Bible Study/Social gathering (Zoom) 10:30am 
Thursday – July 16      Food Pantry 9:00am – 11:00am 
Wednesday – July 22          Union Mission 3:30pm     
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Announcements:  
 

Masks: We are still accepting masks to give to church members who would 
like to attend services but do not have one. If you would like to contribute, 
please see Pastor Paul. 
 

Church Periodical Club: We are receiving donations toward the Church 
Periodical Club until July 31st. You may send your contribution to the church 
and please be sure to memo it for CPC. Thank you! 
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Clergy, Staff, and Wardens of this Parish 

the Rev. Chad Slater                                            Rector 

Mr. Paul Barker                              Pastor 

the Rev. Russ Hatfield             Guest Celebrant 

Mr. Terry E. Whittington, Jr.              Organist & Choirmaster 

Ms. Emma Bennett                         Parish Administrator 

Mrs. Vanessa Hall                  Sexton 

Mrs. Becky Beckett                                                   Senior Warden 

Mr. Tom Coughlan           Junior Warden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


