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Morning Prayer for Sunday, December 20, 2020 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 

Opening Sentences 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.   

  Isaiah 40:5 
Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people 
 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind 
to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. 
 

The Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  
Amen. 
 
 



The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 

 

Venite                    Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God,  
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,  
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.  
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed   Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26            Misericordias Domini 

1. Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing;  
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

2. For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever;  
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 



3. "I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

4. 'I will establish your line for ever,  
and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 

19. You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:  
"I have set the crown upon a warrior 
and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

20. I have found David my servant;  
with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21. My hand will hold him fast  
and my arm will make him strong. 

22. No enemy shall deceive him,  
nor any wicked man bring him down. 

23. I will crush his foes before him  
and strike down those who hate him. 

24. My faithfulness and love shall be with him,  
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

25. I shall make his dominion extend  
from the Great Sea to the River. 

26. He will say to me, 'You are my Father,  
my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
A Reading from the Second Book of the Prophet Samuel   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See 
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 
Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is 
with you." 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house 
to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and 
a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 



did I ever speak a word with any of the 
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, "Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

Canticle 19    The Song of the Redeemed     Magna et mirabilia                     Revelation 15:3-4 
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done,  
    surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth,  
O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name?  
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you,  
    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

King David Shows the Plans for the Temple to 
the Prophet Nathan.  Lithograph.  19th 
Century. Artist unknown.   



A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Rome                  Romans 16:25-27 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

Here ends the reading.  
 

Canticle 16    The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus                  Luke 1: 68-79 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,  
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies,  
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers  
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear,  
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation  
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death,  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 



A Reading from the Gospel of Luke                Luke 1:26-55  
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 

sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped 
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

The Annunciation, by James 
Frederick Shields, 1894. 



And Mary said, 
"My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

 Here ends the reading.  

 
The Visitation, by Jerónimo Ezquerra, circa 1737 

 
The Homily 



The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Suffrages “B” 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Grace 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to 
this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into 
sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling 
of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



A Prayer for Times of Great Sickness and Mortality 
O Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee 
unto thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means 
made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain 
our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth 
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.               (from the 1928 BCP) 
 

Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: 
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 
the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 



Concluding Versicles 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Officiant then concludes the service with  
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.          Romans 15:13 

 
 

O come O come Emmanuel 
 
 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given today by  
Delia and John Kersey in memory of loved ones. 

 

The Advent Wreath is given by Marc and Patricia Meachum  

in memory of loved ones. 
 

The Front Door Wreathes are given by Bill Davis  

in memory of Betsy Hillier Davis. 
 

Rawley Hall Wreathes are given by Peter and Patricia Richardson  

in memory of loved ones.  
 

 
 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers: Dorene Dimes, Bonnie 
Taylor, Joe Sanders, Lee Puckett, Sr., Mabeline & Elton Robinson, Bea 
Paine, Lynn Burney, Marilyn Denney, Donna Fortune, Bob and Peggy Walk, 
Susan Jewell, John Kersey, Martha Linkous, Sarah Irwin, Janet Slager, Kelly 
Cox, Maxine Stevenson, Dean Farmer, Haddon Lazenby, Jack Burchette, 
Nick, JL, Cis Barrett, Kathy, Patsy Arnold, Randy Snider, Lane, Loraine, 
Sherry, Margarette Joplin, Scott Rust, Emily Broome, David, Joe Graham’s 
family, Cady, Martin, Marion Lowe, Margaret Westfall, Harry, Ben Rose, 
Rev. Mark Seitz, Jay Kephart, Al Marra, Rich Longworth 
 

Birthdays This Week:   Michael Richardson, Carol Georgis, William Smith. 
  



Calendar of Events 

Wednesdays in December                      Online Bible Study (Zoom) 10:30am 
Monday – December 21    Longest Night Service 7:00 pm (Online) 
Thursday-December 24       Christmas Eve 5:00pm Duhring St. Parking Lot 
Friday—December 25          Christmas Day Service (Online) 
     The Twelve Days of Christmas Video Series begins   
Friday—January 1              New Year’s Day 
 

Announcements:  

 Online Bible Study:  Join us on Wednesday’s at 10:30 am for Bible study via 
Zoom.  A link to the Zoom meeting is included in each week’s email.  A link 
to a tutorial on how to use Zoom, if you are new to it, is available in the 
email as well.  For more information, please see Fr. Chad. 
  

Christmas Basket for the Fellowship Home:  We will be collecting snacks and 
treats to send to the men of the Fellowship Home this year.  A collection 
basket is in the Narthex at the church if you would like to drop off a 
donation there, or you can deliver them to Linda Ammar.  Monetary 
donations will also be accepted to purchase items for the basket.  Thank you! 
 

2021 Stewardship Program: This year’s theme is “Hope Grows Here”. Please 
remember to send your Estimates of Gifts and Tithes cards to the church 
office.   
 

A Community Christmas Eve:  Although we will not be able to worship in 
our beautiful church as we would like on this Christmas Eve, the churches of 
Christ Episcopal, First Presbyterian, and Immanuel Lutheran invite you to a 
special program on Thursday, December 24th at 5:00 p.m. on the Duhring 
Street parking lot.  This short service will feature a reading of the Christmas 
story, prayers, hymns, and a performance of the Christ Church Carillon.  
This will be broadcast on social media and we hope to broadcast on FM 
radio to cars in the parking lot.  We hope to see you there! 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas:  To help us commemorate the Christmas 
season we will be releasing a series of 12 videos—one each day of the 
traditional Twelve Days of Christmas.  These videos will take us through a 
Christmas Lessons and Carols service and showcase some of the great talent 



of our members and friends.  Watch for each day’s email or on Facebook for 
a link to the YouTube video for that day.    
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